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memory for generations of people and families. They help define one
major aspect of the character of Winnipeg Beach, and having stood–some
of them—for a century‐plus, they are a reminder of the town’s history for
generations of people.
The Town of Winnipeg Beach has undertaken over the past few years to
identify the area’s heritage assets and to educate community members—
both permanent and seasonal—about them. Through a rigorous inventory
process, a “short list”—a collection of the buildings and sites that most
effectively sum up the town’s history—has been identified. The cottages
are an especially important legacy, and a handful of them still clearly
express the various distinct forms, materials and details that are reminders
of those early days. Many of the selected cottages are the best remaining
representative of a common type, selected because of high physical
integrity. Each reminds us through its physicality of the very origins of this
special place. Copies of the inventory and shortlist, called “Special Places”,
are available at the town office and the Evergreen Regional Library.

INTRODUCTION
Since 1900, when the vice‐president of the Canadian Pacific Railway
Company, Sir William Whyte, undertook to develop a resort community on
the west side of Lake Winnipeg, Winnipeg Beach has been not only a town
but especially—for many Manitobans—a major summer destination.
Situated along a 3‐kilometre stretch of sandy beach, and one of a chain of
summer communities along the southwest shoreline, the popular resort
town once had as many as 13 weekend trains connecting it with the City of
Winnipeg. Besides the usual commercial buildings, churches and cottages,
the town also boasted a boardwalk, a prominent dance hall, an
amusement park, a main street packed with businesses, and an array of
accommodation.
In 1961, the CPR discontinued the train service, and some of the major
landmarks have since been lost. But the community still boasts its old
water tower, several churches, and many cottages that suggest the
informal, light‐hearted atmosphere that has defined Winnipeg Beach for
more than a century. Collectively these summer cottages are a place of

Thousands took the train from Winnipeg on summer weekends.
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The elaborate Dance Pavilion
was once a centre of Winnipeg
Beach life.
This handbook is intended to function as a guide for cottage owners who
value the character of the Winnipeg Beach cottage neighbourhood, and
who want their cottage to be part of that. Making historically‐sensitive
decisions about a building is often no more difficult or expensive than
taking action that will compromise its heritage character and that of the
streetscape. The goal with the handbook is to help provide some
understanding of what makes a cottage special as part of a unique
community of buildings, and to impart information that helps to keep it
that way.

In a community such as this, where there is a significant collection of
similar cottages, the whole is much greater than the sum of the parts. The
character of Winnipeg Beach cottage area lies in the general impression of
its buildings and the streetscape: of attractive single‐storey bungalows,
wooden cladding and simple window openings; of screened verandahs for
warm summer evenings, of mature trees and wire‐fenced fronts. These are
the sights and values that have made Winnipeg Beach a haven over the
past century.
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about historic building conservation and maintenance is available in books,
magazines and on the internet (see the resources listed at the end of this
guide as a start). Some of the available information is highly technical
advice suitable for working on museum‐quality buildings – overkill for most
ordinary buildings that are still in use. Nonetheless, documents such as the
Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada,
(created under the Historic Places Program and easily found online by
searching the title, or available on CD from Manitoba’s Historic Resources
Branch) can help to explain the issues surrounding the conservation of
heritage buildings, and will have many useful hints for any building work.
Following are a few definitions of often‐used terms (paraphrased from
those available in the Standards and Guidelines) which may be helpful in
considering how these ideas might apply to your building.
Although you may think of your building as having only personal value,
chances are it has heritage value that is enjoyed by the wider community.
Heritage value may be defined as aesthetic, historic, scientific, cultural,
social or spiritual importance or significance for past, present or future

Women and children often spent nearly the entire summer at the beach,
with fathers joining them on weekends.
Relatively little is known about the construction history of Winnipeg Beach
cottages. However, with its heritage site inventory, the town has made an
excellent start at identifying types of cottages, many of them built by
contractor S.B. Ritchie. What is also known is that many of these cottages
were built largely by hand, using high‐quality old‐growth fir that was then
available from British Columbia. They were generally designed for comfort
and efficiency and—mostly modest in form—have similar plans,
construction, materials and details. Together they have done the job well
for many decades, and with maintenance and care, will last for many more
to come.
Much of the work that may need to be done in the course of regular
maintenance or repair can be undertaken by almost any reasonably handy
person with a basic set of tools. As well, a vast amount of information
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generations. The value is embodied in the character‐defining elements of a
historic place: its forms, location, spatial configuration, uses and cultural
associations or meanings. Think about what the character‐defining
elements are for your building; in a relatively‐cohesive community such as
the Winnipeg Beach cottage neighbourhood, many will be common to
most buildings. These would include the generally small, single‐storey
nature of the buildings, the predominant use of wood; the screened
porches, the window treatments, the setbacks from the street and the
mature trees. But each cottage may have its own character‐defining
elements, and it is a very useful exercise to determine what they might be.
What characteristics does your building share with its neighbours that
make it a part of a whole? Perhaps there is something different or special
about it – maybe an unusual floor plan, rooms relatively unchanged from
when it was built, or extra detailing. These character‐defining elements are
the features you should particularly preserve if you want to protect your
property’s and your neighbourhood’s heritage value.
With the loss of landmarks like the Dance Pavilion, the heritage character
of the town lies predominantly in the cottages of the people who once spun
and twirled on this gleaming floor.
The processes aimed at preserving heritage value can be grouped together
under the heading of conservation: all actions or processes aimed at
safeguarding the character‐defining elements of a cultural resource so as
to retain its heritage value and extend its physical life. This starts with
maintenance, which you are presumably practising already. For building
conservation purposes, maintenance is described as routine, cyclical, non‐
destructive actions necessary to slow deterioration. It includes periodic
inspection, routine cleaning, minor repair and refinishing, and replacement
of damaged or deteriorated materials that are not practical to save. During
regular maintenance, it is a good idea to keep in mind your building’s
character‐defining elements; often just a little more time or effort can save
a historic detail for a cottage‐owner who knows it is worth preserving.
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Beyond routine maintenance, there are three major categories of
treatment: preservation, rehabilitation, and restoration. Restoration is
generally kept for museum‐quality buildings, and entails returning the
appearance of a site to match its original appearance or another specific
moment (often referred to as its period of significance). Few homeowners
would be interested in taking this approach; indeed, it could involve
stripping away layers of history that potentially form part of the heritage
value of a cottage. More useful for our purposes are preservation –
protecting, maintaining, and/or stabilizing the existing materials, form, and
integrity of a historic place while protecting its heritage value – and
rehabilitation – making possible a continuing or compatible contemporary
use of a historic place through repair, alterations, and/or additions, while
protecting its heritage value. In each case, any work is done with continual
reference to the character‐defining elements. Rehabilitation is often the
approach to take with a building that is in very poor repair or is no longer
functional for some other reason (e.g. its original purpose is obsolete).
Depending on the state of the building, preservation could closely
resemble maintenance and repair carried out with an eye to heritage
value, while rehabilitation might involve bigger changes such as adding a
carefully‐designed, historically‐sensitive addition.

If you must replace character‐defining elements, do so “in kind”.
That is, if the original is truly beyond saving, but sufficient physical
evidence exists, copy it using the same materials, forms and
details.

3.

If replacement in kind is impossible owing to insufficient physical
evidence for a copy, make your replacement compatible with the
character of the building, basing the form, details and materials
on similar cottages in the district.

Generally, you should think about whether the changes you are making are
reversible, or whether you may be destroying forever some aspect of your
building that you or your descendants may come to regret. The history of
your community and maybe even your family is written in the walls of your
building. Always document your work with photographs taken before,
during and after the process.
Following is a guide to historically‐sensitive care for each aspect of your
building, with helpful hints based specifically on the types of issues that
Winnipeg Beach cottage owners are likely to experience. Each section is
illustrated with photographs and sometimes drawings, showing typical
local examples to help you understand how your building fits in.

In general, heritage professionals worldwide agree that work on historic
buildings should be undertaken according to the following order:
1.

2.

Always exercise caution when making any kind of major change; remember
that any building is a system of components that interact with one
another, and changing one aspect can have negative repercussions on
others. For example, if you winterize a previously‐uninsulated building you
will certainly develop issues with ice dams as the heated air inside melts
the snow on the roof. Ice dams are not an insurmountable problem, but
some ill‐considered changes can result in a failure of existing materials that
far exceeds any possible benefit (for example, installing a vapour‐

Repair rather than replace character‐defining elements. It is
better to retain original materials and forms wherever possible.
They are not only authentic, but there is an excellent chance that
they are of a quality or workmanship that is no longer available
(e.g. old growth wood, which is close‐grained and much longer
lasting than the plantation‐grown wood we can buy today).
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impermeable outer wall cladding can cause your wall structure to rot
catastrophically). Make sure you consider the consequences of any
changes you undertake, and plan ahead to avoid or deal with them. The
more you understand your building – its character and its mechanics – the
better you can preserve its value for generations to come.

The Winnipeg Beach Historic Cottage Owner’s Handbook has been
prepared by Lorne Thompson for the Town of Winnipeg Beach. All rights
reserved. © The Town of Winnipeg Beach.

An archival photo of historic Weynoke Lodge, at Stephenson’s Point, shows
residents enjoying the breezy verandah.
This aerial view shows the roller coaster and Dance Pavilion on the
lakefront, with the water tower in the distance. In the foreground is the
cottage community that still stands as a reminder of the summer life of
early‐20th century middle class Winnipeggers.

The Winnipeg Beach heritage committee has worked hard to identify
Winnipeg Beach’s special heritage character, and we want to ensure it is
protected for future generations. If you have any questions about your
historic building, we would be glad to talk about it with you and help you
find the answers you need. You can reach us by email through the Town of
Winnipeg Beach municipal office: info.winnipegbeach.ca.
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GENERAL TYPES
Many of the heritage cottages at Winnipeg Beach fall into one of two
different types defined by their roof shapes: the hip roof and gable roof.
There are variations of these types, but generally what they share in
common is a main cabin body with a verandah either sheltered under the
main roof or as a lean‐to with a shed roof.

A gable roof consists of two oppositely sloping planes that intersect at a
level ridge creating end walls. The upper end walls are called gables.

A hip roof consists of four sloping planes that intersect to form a pyramidal
or elongated pyramid shape, and that slope downwards to the walls.
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This typical side‐ gable roofed cottage has a rear addition with a shed roof
as a lean‐to on the main body of the building.

This typical example of an elongated hip‐roofed cottage has its verandah
sheltered under the main roof.
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FLOOR PLANS
A few typical floor plans describe the interior arrangement of most of the
Winnipeg Beach heritage cottages. Generally, there is a main core – the
hearth or common room, which typically contains the living room – with
the bedrooms and eating areas arranged around it. A kitchen and adjacent
dining area run alongside the main core. Verandahs are almost ubiquitous
and typically occupy the front of the cottage, sometimes wrapping around
in an L‐shape.
Overall, Winnipeg Beach cottages are defined by open and informal
spaces, emphasized and unified by the use of natural wood finishes
throughout.
The floor plan of the cottage is an important character‐defining element.
Every effort should be made to maintain the general layout and aesthetic
qualities. This need not hinder your plans; for example, if you want to
combine two rooms to make a larger one you could keep intact both doors
to the hearth room (even if one was no longer operable), thus maintaining
the original look. Converting a bedroom to another use, such as a
bathroom, need not affect the overall plan at all.

Floor Plan Type A – An octagonal common room occupies the centre with
the kitchen and bedrooms arranged around it, and verandah along the
front. The clipped corners forming an eight‐sided common room, found
quite often in Winnipeg Beach, are an interesting characteristic rarely seen
elsewhere in Lake Winnipeg’s cottage communities.
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Alternate Floor Plan ‐ In this Winnipeg Beach cottage – and as in other floor
plans ‐ the hearth room occupies the centre with bedrooms, kitchen and
dining room arranged around, and with the verandah at the front. In
addition, this large cottage has servants’ bedrooms and a water closet
separated from the main living areas by a long and high hallway.

Floor Plan Type B –The common room is lined with bedrooms on one side of
the cottage while a kitchen and dining area are on the other side. In this
example, the bedrooms have been refitted to one side of the L‐shaped
verandah – allowing for a larger common room ‐ with additions made for
more living spaces.
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FEATURES AND DETAILS

‐

FOUNDATIONS

A strong supporting base under the cottage is crucial to its long‐term
survival. Many cottage foundations today consist of wooden blocks
supported by a shallow, continuous concrete footing around the perimeter
of the building. This footing allows the cottage to ‘float’ on top of the soil.
It is the preferred and affordable method in use today, and should be
carried out by an experienced contractor.
Ventilation and drainage are key. It is important to keep your foundation
materials dry and free of rot. Dry soil under your building will reduce
shifting and heaving. Lattice and screen can be used to skirt the building
and to keep animals out. Lattice is a historically appropriate material to use
here. Cinder block skirtings are not recommended; they are not historically
appropriate and are subject to cracking and separating when the building
shifts and moves during the frost/thaw cycle. A load of sand or small
diameter gravel or stone can be shovelled under the building to raise the
grade and to make a more comfortable, dry surface in the crawl space, in
case it becomes necessary to go under the building to do maintenance,
upgrades or repairs.

Wooden blocks resting on concrete pads originally supported most local
cottages.

Frost heaving, ground settling or rotting wood will badly compromise the
structure of the building. A solid foundation is critical for the longevity of
the cottage.

The traditional base of blocks resting on shallow concrete pads is more
prone to uneven settling
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Floor joists are supported by a beam with solid wood and concrete footing.

A now favoured foundation method is to replace the original posts and
pads with blocks on continuous concrete footing.

Lattice is a traditional Winnipeg Beach skirting material.

This detail shows wooden blocks with diagonal supports on concrete
footing.

Painted and spaced boards are one way to screen the foundation.
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WALLS
Cottages in the Winnipeg Beach area are typically clad with wooden siding,
though there are a few exceptions where different aesthetic choices have
been made. The exterior wall surfaces of these cottages are important
expressions of the buildings’ character – a character defining element –
and every effort should be made to protect and maintain them.
Shingled gable ends contribute to the character of this cottage.

Replacing the wooden siding with materials such as vinyl or stucco is not
recommended and will compromise the building’s heritage value as well
as, in the case of vinyl siding, replacing a reparable, maintainable material
with one that cannot be repaired when it fails. In addition, placing a non‐
breathable, vapour‐proof layer such as vinyl on the outside of a building
can cause very serious rot and damage as moisture may become trapped
inside the wall system, which was designed to “breathe”.
Wood siding in good condition can be maintained almost indefinitely with
regular care, and areas of rot can be cut out and replaced. New boards can
be milled to match (have a few extras made while you’re at it), or matching
siding may be salvaged from a cottage that is being torn down.

In this 1920s cottage, lumber was economically salvaged from a
similar building to finish an addition, maintaining a period look.
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While it is difficult to be certain about what original paint colours were in
use when these cottages were built, commonly used and pleasing
traditional colours include white or cream on the siding with dark green or
black trim.. Another traditional look is grey or yellow for the siding, and
contrasting white or black trim.

This typical cottage has a traditional paint colour scheme.

The walls on this early parlour addition are clad with matching wood siding
and the same window type as the main cottage. It is finished in a
traditional cream and black paint scheme.

This historic cottage shows traditional paint colours and awnings.
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WINDOWS
Windows on most Winnipeg Beach cottages are simple square or
rectangular openings, and are typically wood‐framed. Their screening,
canopying and latching technologies make them interesting and distinct.
They also offer ingenious ways of providing maximum ventilation while
excluding inclement weather.

It is very rare to find an irreparable wood window, but if you have one that
is truly beyond repair, you will need to consider replacement. Here, you
should pay close attention to the size, shape and materials of the originals;
replacement should match in form, materials and detailing. Windows
salvaged from a similar building may be ideal if you can find ones that fit.
Otherwise, try to get wooden replacement windows with matching glazing
patterns, especially on the publicly‐visible face of the cottage. Avoid vinyl if
possible. Whichever replacement you choose, make sure it has the same
proportions and is very close in size to the original. Changing the opening
may severely compromise the historic integrity of the building.

Windows are key character‐defining elements of any building, and in
Winnipeg Beach, they are no different. Whenever possible, original
windows should be preserved. With periodic sealing, painting, puttying and
– in case of breakage – re‐glazing, they will last almost forever. Even if
maintenance has been deferred and the windows are in very poor shape,
they can almost always be restored (see reference at the back of this
handbook.)

A typical cottage has a screened verandah for ventilation and natural light.

Ribbon windows that line up with the height of the door are common
in Winnipeg Beach cottages.
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Do not attempt to improve your building’s energy efficiency by replacing
its original wooden windows; fix them instead. Studies have shown that a
single‐glazed wood window, properly maintained and with good putty and
weather stripping, topped by a storm window (unnecessary if the cottage
is not winterized), loses no more heat than a new sealed unit, and it will
last much longer. If you are winterizing your building, you can have storm
windows made at a considerably lower cost than replacement windows,
and you will preserve the heritage character of the building.

A new sash window with the same proportions has been added to the
cottage. Finished with a sill, it operates the same way as the original.
Screened and glazed verandah windows wrap around four
sides of this atypical cottage.

This is a good example of an addition with modern, historically sensitive
reproduction windows.

These windows, hinged at the top, provide ventilation.
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SHUTTERS
Various types and designs of shutters can be found among the heritage
cottages at Winnipeg Beach. Originally designed and installed to protect
against inclement weather, they controlled sunlight while providing privacy
and security. On some verandahs and porches, canvas tarps were used to
cover screened openings. These have often been replaced with windows to
increase weather protection while still allowing light in. Some shutters may
still be in use, especially out of season.
These shutters, and other window treatments such as canopies, help
define the character of the Winnipeg Beach area. Many continue to
provide an important function and—having a certain appeal as well—
should be retained wherever possible.

Held up by wooden brackets that match the soffits, and painted to match
the trim, this simple wooden canopy shades the cottage interior.

Exterior board shutters are used to close up the cottage in the winter.
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Window canopies provide welcome shade from the high summer sun.

This historic cottage has window canopies that provide shelter
from the weather. Constructed of the same materials as the roof,
they are an important character‐defining element.

Interior board shutters hinged along the top and latched to the ceiling
provide security and weather protection while admitting light and air.
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ROOF FEATURES ‐ EAVES
Overhanging eaves – often now retrofitted with eavestroughs – are a
distinguishing feature of many cottages in the Winnipeg Beach area. Deep
overhanging eaves provide protection from the weather; they provide
shelter from rain or snow, and they shade cottage interiors from the high
summer sun, keeping the building cooler.
These buildings generally did not originally have eavestroughs, but these
may be installed in order to move water away from the foundations,
where, in a heavy downpour, water could undermine the footings.
Downspouts should drain over two metres (about six feet) from your
building. Even though eavestroughs will block the view of the rafter ends,
such modifications may be necessary for the long‐term health of the
building. Many cottages have already had eavestroughs added. If you plan
to do the same thing, you may want to gather advice from others who
have already done it.

Typical eaves show exposed rafter ends.

Many cottages have been retrofitted with eavestroughs..
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Originally, Winnipeg Beach cottages would have been roofed with cedar
shingles. As these have become prohibitively expensive and the quality of
available cedar has deteriorated, asphalt or fibreglass shakes, which are
available in many styles, are the preferred roofing material for historic
cottages. Try to choose laminated shingles, which most resemble the
texture of the cedar originals. Metal roofs are not recommended because
they will greatly alter the character and appearance of the building.

Here the eave has been sensitively repaired with compatible materials,
maintaining the aesthetic and heritage value of the building.

This plain gable end shows details of board eaves and canopy.

20

CHIMNEYS
Brick chimneys were once a common feature of cottage design. They often
had one or more projecting rows of brick at or near the top that provided a
more interesting silhouette. Inside, these chimneys often had two
openings: one to connect to a wood stove in the kitchen, and another on
the other side, that was connected to a wood heater in the hearth room.
An original brick chimney with its
attractive silhouette.

When using an original brick chimney, care should be taken to ensure that
it is in good working order and that it meets current fire codes. Insurance
and fire regulations have changed for the historic wood stoves that are still
in use in some buildings. Please contact the municipality and your insurer
for more information about their use.
Chimneys are particularly vulnerable to the weather, and many have now
been removed or replaced. If you still have your chimney and wish to warm
your space with an efficient, modern woodstove, a professional can install
a stainless steel liner that will render your chimney safe and fireproof. This
should not be prohibitively expensive in a single‐storey building. Even in
cottages where chimneys are no longer in use, their presence lends
character and provides a visual reference to the original design and
function of a building. These seemingly minor details, if preserved intact,
contribute greatly to the heritage character of the community as a whole.

Red or buff brick might be used.

Dual openings allowed two
stoves in different rooms.
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SIGNS
Historic Winnipeg Beach cottages often had names for postal delivery
purposes, in the years before the properties were numbered. These
personal, sometimes whimsical names were usually painted on wooden
boards and attached to the fronts of buildings. If you are fortunate enough
to have one, this is an important element of the building’s character and
history. If your sign is lost or irreparably damaged, one could be
reproduced, following the design and colours of the original.
If your cottage doesn’t have a name, you might check with the local
municipality for records of historic names, or look around at neighbours’
signs for inspiration. With your family, you might give it one, in the spirit of
the original Lake Winnipeg cottagers. These name plates contribute to the
charm of the community.

Cottage name boards are usually mounted in a prominent location.

This original wooden cottage sign has been maintained and preserved

A tree trunk, sliced on the diagonal, provides the base for this sign.
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HARDWARE
Hardware may seem the smallest of details, but it is essential to the overall
character of heritage buildings. If you are fortunate enough to have
original hardware pieces in your cabin, make your best effort to keep and
maintain them. If you need to replace missing or broken pieces, you might
locate them from an architectural salvage operation, or from cottages
being demolished. Alternatively, there are good contemporary
reproductions available. If you are not sure what to look for, neighbours’
cottages are likely to have similar pieces.

An antique door handle like this would
be much‐missed if it were replaced.

This attractive door knob provides an
ornate contrast to simple wood mouldings .

Sash lifts come in several varieties; here is hook‐style lift in brass.
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Even a utilitarian feature,
such as this pull for a drop‐
down attic ladder, has its
own character.

This pretty slide bolt French door
lock is unusually ornate for a cottage.

A feature such as this wooden
turnbutton might easily have been
made by the owner’s grandfather.
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The soft patina of this brass door
knob complements the glow of
the natural wood interior.

SITE OUTBUILDINGS
Winnipeg Beach cottage lots often feature various outbuildings in addition
to the main cabin. Privies were ubiquitous before the advent of indoor
plumbing, and sheds and summerhouses lend the community a light‐
hearted touch.
If you are planning to add an outbuilding to your property, it makes sense
to design one that will complement the main building. Use sympathetic
materials, details and paint schemes, and make sure that what you are
building will not exceed the scale of the cottage itself, or visually dominate
it.
This shed adds a light‐hearted touch to the cottage lot.

An outbuilding is also a good place for a used window, lumber or other
features that will match the treatment of the cottage.

This summer house matches the cottage in siding
materials and colour.
On this outhouse and summer house, wood siding and paint finishes match
the main cottage.
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ADDITIONS
Putting an addition on a cottage can be achieved without destroying the
building’s heritage character, but it must be done with care. The best
approach is almost always to put the addition on the rear or a less visible
side of the building, where it will show little or not at all from the road. The
addition should not dwarf the original.
It is not necessary to match the addition perfectly to the original – indeed,
many people would argue that it is important to distinguish the new from
the old – but it should harmonize. On a sympathetic addition, the materials
will probably match, and the scale and proportions should be similar.
Openings should be similar as well; for example, it’s best not to put
horizontally‐oriented sliding windows on an addition to a cottage with
vertical sash windows. The windows should also be at the same level as the
originals, and have similar treatments (e.g. shutters). Shutters were often
made from siding in use elsewhere in the building. With careful
consideration, it is possible to expand your cottage without badly
compromising its heritage character or that of the neighbourhood.

The scale and proportions of this addition are sympathetic to the
original building. The windows and siding are given similar treatment.

These outbuildings, added in later years, complement
the paint scheme of the main cottage.
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FENCES
Winnipeg Beach cottages typically were enclosed by fences made of
wooden posts with decorative wiring which provided a sense of boundary.
They are a unique contributor to the character of Winnipeg Beach
cottages. There are not many original fences left, but those that do remain
provide a striking visual reference to historic Winnipeg Beach.
Hedges were and still are a common alternative to fences. Hardy species
such as lilac and caragana make for an attractive, low maintenance way to
improve privacy and security. Caragana, a fast‐growing shrub native to Asia
and Eastern Europe, has proven to be a particularly hardy species.

A historic fence of wooden posts and poles provides a quiet boundary.

This fencing is made of wooden posts and adorned with intricate wiring.

Caragana hedges are common to many properties.
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This striking fence line delineates a corner lot.

Here an opening in the hedge acts a gateway from the yard.

The original post supporting this historic wire gate, now covered
with vines, still stands, though its job is now done by a replacement.
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INTERIORS
Cottages in the Winnipeg Beach area are marked by great informality and
comfort. The prominence of wood – in some instances painted ‐ creates a
warm and cozy atmosphere. Maintaining this look and feeling is important
in the preservation of the historic integrity of your cottage.
Common interior features, such as exposed studs and rafters, internal
shutters, and rustic Douglas Fir panelling, create the basis for this
comfortable aesthetic. Many of the cottages in the area have interior walls
that do not meet the ceiling; these partial walls work with the exposed
ceiling rafters to create an open environment within the cottage and to
increase the airflow through it.

The dining area is often on the verandah.

Hinged doors open to the hearth room in a typical cottage.

Closed, hinged doors make the hearth room cosy on a chilly evening.
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Exposed rafters and warm natural woods create openness in this cottage.

An exposed roof system can be remarkably beautiful.

The use of cedar and fir throughout this cottage provide a feeling of
warmth. Here, vertical wood siding lines a tall hallway.

This long verandah lined with natural woods and continuous windows
plays an important role in the comfort of the cottage.
30

FIXTURES
If you are lucky enough to have original fixtures, take care to preserve
these elements as they are integral to the heritage character of your
cottage. Original cabinetry and shelving play a large part in creating the
cottage atmosphere, and regular maintenance will ensure that they
continue to be prominent features. Antique light fixtures can easily be re‐
wired if necessary and are also wonderful, characteristic elements to
preserve.

Shelving makes good use of the spaces between
the studs.

Original cabinetry like this helps define the cottage style.
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A built‐in cupboard makes good use of a corner.

Wood stoves, even when not in use, are strongly
characteristic of Winnipeg Beach cottage life.

An ornate ceiling light fixture like this one may be
inexpensively rewired if necessary

This antique wall sconce is full of character.
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RESOURCES

The Town of Winnipeg Beach website (www.winnipegbeach.ca) has
information about local heritage resources and activities, and links to other
sites of interest.

Manitoba’s Historic Resources Branch hosts several useful publications for
heritage building owners, including the branch’s Maintenance Manual,
Windows Guide and Green Guide. The site also links to other publications
such as the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic
Places in Canada.

Check the website of “Canada’s Historic Places” (www.historicplaces.ca) to
learn about the range of historic sites in Canada.

The Heritage Canada Foundation is an advocacy organization whose
mission is to encourage Canadians to “protect and promote their built,
historic and cultural heritage.” You can browse the HCF website
(www.heritagecanada.org) to find many useful articles about building
conservation that have appeared in its magazine, Heritage.

Many cottages in the Winnipeg Beach area were roofed with high quality
cedar shingles shipped from British Columbia.
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One of the biggest challenges historic building owners may face is the
treatment of old windows. Deferred maintenance and careless painting
over the years can result in rotting wood, missing hardware, and draughty
window that don’t open. Fortunately, repair is easier than you may think.
Try the following resources to help you:

“Windows in Historic Buildings: Sustainable, Repairable,” by Susan D.
Turner (available on the Heritage Canada Foundation website).

“Maintenance and Repair of Historic Wood Windows” by Craig Sims and
Andrew Powter (also available from Heritage Canada).

Working Windows: A Guide to the Repair and Restoration of Wood
Windows, by Terrance Meany, is an excellent, easy‐to‐follow guide aimed
at helping ordinary people with basic skills and no special tools to bring
even the most deteriorated, abused window back to beauty and utility.
Various editions are available, and the Winnipeg Public Library has several
copies.

Finally The U.S. National Park Service has produced an excellent series of
guides to the care of historic sites, which you can find by entering the term
“National Park Service Preservation Briefs” into an online search engine.
Number 9 covers “The Repair of Historic Wooden Windows”, but don’t
hesitate to browse through the list for other topics of interest.

If you have questions about your cottage, or information you would like to
share with the Town of Winnipeg Beach heritage committee, please
contact either:

If you wonder why you should keep your original windows instead of
replacing them with new ones, there are lots of sources that do the math
for you and explain the environmental and economic implications. A good
example is “What Replacement Windows Can’t Replace: The Real Cost of
Removing Historic Windows,“ by Walter Sedovic and Jill H. Gotthelf, which
was published in the Journal of Preservation Technology in 2005 and is
easily found online by entering the title into a search engine. The following
articles are similarly available online and, though perhaps not quite as
down‐to‐earth as Working Windows, will give you the information you
need to fix your windows.
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Mayor Tony Pimental
Councillor Ryan Reykdal

