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This booklet was developed through a project called Notable
People, an initiative of the Historic Resources Branch of
Manitoba Tourism, Culture, Heritage, Sport and Consumer
Protection. That project allowed us to develop a comprehensive
inventory of potential candidates, and to carefully analyze and
assess the relative significance of the 140 individuals profiled.
We are grateful to the Province for this support and direction.

HE THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE who have made
Wawanesa their home over the years, since its inception
in 1890, have been a fascinating group, full of strength
and wisdom, wit and vigour, kindness and foresight.
Some of these people are also significant, key figures in our
history. They have either come to define the region by their
very being, or they have changed our communities through
their actions and decisions.

It is easy at the turn of the 21st century to forget the origins and
qualities of Manitoba’s smaller communities. But at their
beginnings these were very industrious places, with young,
ambitious people, full of life, and with great dreams for their
new home. It is also important to recall that these places were
also self-sustaining, with nearly everything one would need
made at hand. Much of what was required for daily life was
manufactured here, from bricks to dresses, harnesses to flour.
Places like Wawanesa in 1900 were active, lively and fun.

This booklet recognizes and honours these people.
On the following pages you will encounter the collection of
people who have made a real difference. The way we have
chosen to explore and describe these people has been to focus
on traditional occupations and avocations. With one key person
typically defining each entry (a merchant, a school teacher, a
brick-maker, etc.) we expect that the rich and deep experience
of life and work in Wawanesa can be effectively and succinctly
defined.

It is important to set the stage for the following stories. They
come from the excellent local history, Sipiweske produced by
the Wawanesa History Committee in 1983, with additional
material from Oakland Echoes, by J. B. Rome and The Prairie
W.A.S.P., by J.A.D. Stuart.

The people profiled in this booklet are special, but we have
also endeavoured to feature others with slightly lesser claims to
significance, who help define or enhance a certain entry. And
where possible we have also added information and details on
certain occupations and avocations so that readers can come to
fully understand and appreciate who these people were, what
they did, and how they did it.

1

C.L. Atkinson
Thomas Banting
John Burgess
Jabez Elliott
Ernest Ellis
Families of Note
J. Ferris
Frank Fowler
Charles Gorrie
William Gorrie
Alfred “Professor” Grainger
John Gregory
Rev. Thomas Hall
Dr. H. A. Husband
Alonza Kempton
Charles Kerr
E.L. McDonald
Nellie McClung
Osborne Sisters
William “Gramp” Roney
Reverend Rounthwaite
Frank Schultz
A.W. Snider
Sports
Dr. Charles Vanstone

The Wawanesa Band

The list of Wawanesa’s notable people has mostly been
arranged alphabetically, according to last names, with four
exceptions. The first four entries have been determined to more
effectively set the stage for those who follow, describing
pioneer experiences and early farm life.
Richard Cory, Sr.
James Elliott
J.J. Story
A.G. Scott
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Historical Overview
Wawanesa is one of numerous Manitoba towns that had its
original location abandoned when a nearby site was chosen by
a railway company. In this case the village of Souris City,
originally surveyed in 1881, had only a short way to travel. It is
also one of dozens of towns that sprang up almost overnight
when a railway station appeared in the middle of a wellpopulated farmland.

Many other such “Great Cities of the Future” existed on paper
only. To the north, Rounthwaite also was well established by
1882 and boasted the first Anglican Church in southwestern
Manitoba, an attractive building which is now located at the
Sipiweske Museum in Wawanesa after many decades of
service.
Settlers turned to these embryo villages for mail and supplies.
Trips to Brandon, a day’s journey north, were necessary for
selling grain and buying the more specialized items. A thriving
grist mill operated along the river to the south by the John
Gregory family and a brick yard near Souris City also were
well used by the settlers.

As the first settlers in the Wawanesa area established
themselves in the years 1879-1884 two important communities
developed within a few kilometres of the current site of
Wawanesa. Millford, established in 1880 at the mouth of Oak
Creek, close to the confluence of the Souris and Assiniboine
Rivers was the first village south of the Assiniboine in western
Manitoba. It was soon joined by Souris City on 17-7-17 just
south of Wawanesa.

With such services in place the settlers turned their attention to
the business of establishing farms while the railway companies
just kept making promises. By the time the current town of
Wawanesa appeared in 1890, the region itself had a long and
interesting history.

During a time when dozens of speculative town sites were
promoted during the Manitoba Boom of 1881-82, these two
locations had the distinction of at least being inhabited and
each indeed did have a selection of services for pioneers.
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Early maps of the Wawanesa area.
At top is the Souris City Plan that was registered in 1881.
Below is a map showing section divisions, some topography, early
communities and some public services
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With services established and the comforts of home in place,
residents continued the process of developing, initiating and
supporting the social, cultural and recreational activities that
bring a community to life. That process was well underway in
the “first” communities of Millford and Souris City, and the
creation of the new and more populous centre of Wawanesa
promised new opportunities. The Wawanesa Enterprise, which
first published in 1892, gave a voice to the various commercial
and social initiatives and leaves us a valuable record of the
times.

In the winter of 1889/1990 most of the residents of Souris City
used the river ice to slide their dwellings and business
structures a few kilometres northwards to the newly created
railway crossing at Wawanesa. In a few short months the little
village nestled attractively in a deep wide bend of the Souris
River sprang fully-fledged into being.
It was predictable that Wawanesa would grow quickly and
confidently in that the vital rail link placed it at the centre of an
already well-established agricultural base. There was no
speculation or uncertainty about its importance as a service
centre, however its role as a home to a large international
insurance company could not have been predicted. The
formation of the Wawanesa Mutual Insurance Company
initially impacted only locals but it grew into an international
company that provided a very significant addition to the
economic life of the village.

As Wawanesa looks forward to the century ahead it has taken
steps to preserved important aspects of its past, including the
preservation of the original Wawanesa Mutual Office as a
Provincially Designated Heritage Site housing the Sipiweske
Museum. Among the museums exhibits are important
collections relating to “The Mutual” and to Nellie McClung
who grew up nearby and was married in the local church.

The much-anticipated arrival of the railway in 1890 led to an
initial burst of commercial enterprises. The usual banks,
general stores, drug and jewelry stores appeared quickly as
buildings were moved from Souris City or built quickly from
materials readily available via the new rail line. Many of these
building were substantial, but few survive today. Within a few
years they were supplanted and replaced by more ambitious
structures such as of Story Block, followed quickly by the
Wawanesa Mutual Building, both of which survive today. It
was in that period that many fine homes appeared, of frame and
brick construction, some near the core area but others on the
perimeter. Owned by community leaders with names like
Story, Jackson and Vanstone, several of these buildings have
been well cared for and survive intact.
5

Wawanesa Baseball Team of 1919.

The humble beginnings of the “The Mutual.”
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Richard Cory was born in Devonshire, England, the second
child in a family of six. In 1857, he married Mary Anne Frain.
In 1870, Richard decided to move to Canada after seeing
pictures of the new land and its many opportunities. They
arrived at Port Hope, Ontario and settled among the "white"
relations.

Pioneer
Farmer Richard Cory Sr.

Free homesteads were offered in Manitoba so Richard and his
son Gus left for Winnipeg in April 1879. The land at Winnipeg
was so sticky and muddy they moved on to Portage la Prairie.
They were able to earn enough money to buy a team of oxen,
two Red River carts and a plough. Here they seeded a crop of
oats.
In June they started west again and became friends of the
Roddicks and Johnstons, but Richard could see the Souris hills
and felt that water must be close by. Eight miles further south
they took land and settled near a stream that Richard called the
"Black Creek." They proceeded to stake their claims for
homesteads or pre-emptions. When the official survey was
made they were found to be only three rods out of correct line.
That fall they returned to High Bluff (near Portage) and
harvested their oat crop, which yielded 95 bushels to the acre.
Richard's second son Dick joined them in November and they
built a log shanty near the Souris River and proceeded to take
out logs for the new settlers to build homes

7

Who Was First?

In June 1880, Richard planted their first wheat. The crop
yielded 35 bushels per acre of fine quality wheat, which was
drawn to Brandon where it sold for 35cents per bushel.
Potatoes were also planted in June and there was ample for
everyone. In the fall, Richard went east for his wife and the rest
of the family. Once again they were united and pledged this
would be home. The three oldest boys staked their claims along
with their father, which meant they had a section of land to
break. Much of their original land is still in the Cory name.
Richard died in 1914 and Mary Anne in 1907. They are buried
in Minnewawa Cemetery.

It appears impossible to know definitely who had the
distinction of being Oakland's first settler. The year was almost
certainly 1879, however, and one of the originals was young
Augustus (Gus) Cory, the sixteen-year-old son of Richard
(Dicky) Cory, an ex-Devonshire policeman who had crossed
the Atlantic to Port Hope, Ontario, in 1870.
Gus and his father reached St. Boniface by train in April, 1879.
They stayed at the Windsor House a couple of weeks and then
took the Winnipeg and Western Transport Company steamboat
"Alpha" to Portage. A fortnight later they travelled with a yoke
of oxen, two Red River carts and a plow to High Bluff, where
they sowed a crop of oats. In June, Thomas Elliott, one of four
brothers who figured prominently in the laying of Oakland's
foundations, and Orlin S. Elliott (reputedly no relation), arrived
at High Bluff, as well as Francis (Frank) and Richard (Dick)
Kinley, two Island. Together these six men started west "to get
land for others".
That fall, after staking out homesteads and pre-emptions, and
cutting a winter's supply of hay, the group returned to High
Bluff to harvest the oats, which yielded 95 bushels to the acre.
Adapted from Sipiweske, page 254 and “The Prairie W.A.S.P.”

A tribute to the Cory legacy
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James Elliott, along with one sister and four brothers, was
born in Hope Township, County Durham, Ontario, son of
James Elliott who had emigrated there from Cornwall
County, England around 1830. In 1868 he married Mary
Hurley, daughter of a Bible Christian Missionary, Rev.
Robert Hurley and his wife Mary Anne Clemence. In the
spring of 1880 James went west with brothers Jabez and
Joshua and, after spending the summer on his homestead,
returned to Ontario in November. In the spring of 1881 he
again set out for Manitoba with a carload of equipment and
household effects. In May, his wife, with their sons, Almon
(eleven) and Oliver (seven) followed. On arrival in
Winnipeg, they boarded the paddlewheeler, "City of
Winnipeg," and sailed up the Assiniboine River to Two
Rivers (Souris Mouth), landing there on June 3, where they
were met by father James. The "City of Winnipeg" has been
described as a finely appointed, three-decked steamboat,
gaily painted and upholstered and kept in the most spotless
and shining order throughout. It was capable of carrying
several hundred passengers and a large quantity of freight.
From Two Rivers the family travelled some twelve to fifteen
miles by team and wagon to their new home.

Pioneer
Farmer James Elliott

The summer of 1881 was a busy one for the family. They
lived in a sod shanty erected the previous year by their father
and before the arrival of winter, they had built a house 20' x
28' (the only one of the original buildings still remaining on
the farm), an 18' x 16' granary and a stable large enough to
hold 5 span (teams) of horses. In addition, 200 acres of land
were under cultivation.
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Pioneer life on the prairies was very difficult in those early
days. The winters were extremely cold and pioneers told of
blizzards so severe that it was impossible to see from one
building to another. As a precaution against becoming lost
they strung ropes between the buildings as a guide.

James, a staunch Methodist, was on the original Board of
Trustees for Methven Methodist Church. He was a director of
the Wawanesa Mutual Insurance Company from 1900 until his
death in 1913 and on the first slate of Councillors for both the
Municipality of Oakland and the village of Wawanesa. He was
interested in and actively participated in all things he believed
to be for the good of the community, sang tenor and it was
said, never drank anything stronger than creek water.

Conveniences were non-existent – no running water, indoor
plumbing or electricity. Wood-burning stoves were used
both for heating and cooking. Baking bread, making butter,
doing the laundry by hand, ironing with flat irons heated on
the stove, picking and preserving wild fruit and home-grown
vegetables in season, making their own candles and soap
were all part of the work of the pioneer women. In addition,
they were always willing to lend a helping hand to a
neighbor, particularly in time of sickness or during the
arrival of a new baby.

Adapted from Sipiweske, page 282

James farmed his homestead location until 1892 and by this
time had added the balance of Section 29 and the east half of
Section 30. In 1892 they moved to a smaller farm in the
valley near Wawanesa – part of 23-7-17, leaving son,
Almon, to work the east half of his property (480 acres) and
sending to Ontario for William

The seven Mrs. Elliotts
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Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Story came from Ontario to Manitoba in the
year 1889. They came from the town of Lanarch and planned
to settle on the townsite that became the village of Wawanesa.
They journeyed by rail as far as Glenboro, then packing all
their worldly goods and possessions into a wagon and driving a
team of horses, they proceeded on their way. They arrived on
the hill overlooking the river and the beautiful valley on
August 1, 1889.

Pioneer Merchant
Storekeeper J.J. Story

Mrs. Story cast the die that led to Wawanesa's creation. She
drank in the beauty of the glorious panorama. "Oh, J.J., let's
stay here. We'll never find a more beautiful spot. And I'm sure
there will be plenty of families soon move in and settle here."
Mr. Story erected the first building in Wawanesa, which served
as a general store and post office with living quarters above.
Here the first three children of a family of five were born.
About this time Mr. and Mrs. Story took a house apart from the
store, the old store was moved up the street and a new larger
store built. Some time in the early 1900's Mr. Story sold his
business, though not the building. Then in 1910 Mr. and Mrs.
Story with their family moved to Vancouver. However,
circumstances made it necessary for Mr. Story to take over his
business in Wawanesa and in 1915 he returned. He built up the
business once more and carried on until 1922 when he sold out
to Mr. George Harrison. He then spent a few years working as
an adjuster for the Wawanesa Mutual Insurance Company. Mr.
and Mrs. Story returned to Vancouver in 1927, where they
planned to make a home. But Mr. Story's health had failed and
he passed away in 1929. Mrs. Story lived until 1943.
Adapted from Sipiweske, page 487.
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Mr. Scott located in Wawanesa at its foundation, being one of
the first businessmen to settle. He moved a large house from
Souris City in the winter of 1889. It stood at the corner of 7th
and Cliff St.

Merchant
Bakery Owner Arthur G. Scott

He opened a bakery and confectionary in 1890, (about where
the post office stands today) in one of the five store buildings
that were moved from Souris City, and operated it until 1919,
at which time he sold it and bought a general store. He also
bought the farm in the valley south of Wawanesa around 1908.

Arthur G. Scott was born at Alford, Lincolnshire, England in
1863. After learning the candy making trade he moved to
London, where he met and married Sarah Ann Bourne of
Sloothey, Lincolnshire and they were married in 1884.
In 1885, their first son John Ralph was born. In 1887, their
second son Arthur Germain was born. In 1889, Arthur and
Sarah and their two sons sailed for Canada, arriving at New
York and proceeded west to Bottineau, North Dakota, where
their third child Alice was born, later coming on to Killarney,
Manitoba then on to Souris City.

Interior Scottie’s Store Circa 1905. Behind counter. L to R: C.E.
Jackson, A.G. Scott, Scottie, others unknown.
Adapted from Sipiweske, page 467.
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C.L. (Lew) Atkinson came to Wawanesa in 1904 to earn
money in order to pay his way through university. When he
had fulfilled this goal and had been called to the bar, he
returned to Wawanesa to practice. He settled into the
community and has been Wawanesa’s only resident solicitor.

Legal Services
Lawyer C.L. Atkinson

He served as Solicitor for the Union Bank, The Mutual, and the
Souris Valley Land Co. His clients were charged with
everything from Halloween vandalism to robbery and arson.
With his practice established he became a community man,
joining the lodge, playing on ball teams, curling, etc.
He began courting Gertrude Foster in about 1905. During the
year of 1906-1907, Gertie was in Toronto and Cleveland, Ohio
pursuing a career in singing. She was awarded a scholarship to
the Boston School of Music, for the following year. Her studies
in Boston never became a reality as at this time, she noticed
that she was losing her hearing. Before too many years had
passed she became stone deaf. They had one son, who died at
birth.
Mr. Atkinson served as Mayor of the village for over twentyone years, from October, 1930 to December, 1951 overseeing
the difficult years of the depression and the Second World
War.
Gertie died in 1961, Lew lived for two years following her
death.
Adapted from Sipiweske, page 20
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One of Oakland's first big farmers, Thomas Edward Meredith
Banting—an uncle of Sir Frederick Banting of insulin fame—
moved to the Sourisburg district from Newton Robinson,
Ontario, in 1887. The Sourisbourg district already contained
many of his immediate family, including his father, Benjamin,
a member of the Anglo-Irish gentry forced to flee Ireland
during the great potato famine. So Thomas apparently did not
have too much trouble getting settled. When the C.P.R. branch
line crossed Oakland in 1892, a siding was laid near his home.
The elevator at Banting Siding and the large brick house he had
built in the 1890's were among the landmarks of the
countryside.

Pioneer
Farmer Thomas Banting

The farm was about three and a half miles east of Methven on
section 2·8·17. He became breeder of registered Clydesdale
horses, Shorthorn cattle and Tamworth swine.
Thomas Banting had a Methodist's determination to prosper
and enjoyed doing things in a big way. As they said in the
heyday of the big harvesting crews, he was one of those who
had "one gang going, one gang coming and one gang working".
An inventive streak was part of his somewhat aristocratic
nature. He tried to make economical fuel from a rig that rolled
moistened straw into "wood", was one of the first Canadian
farmers to experiment with a cement-floored barn, and
pioneered the "automatic" method of watering cattle indoors.
Mr. Banting was accidentally killed in 1914 and Mrs. Banting
died in 1926. They are both buried in the Methven Cemetery.
Adapted from The Prairie WASP, page 190 and Oakland Echoes page 160
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John Burgess served a large community as Carpenter and
Contractor since 1900. Born in England in 1873, he came to
this country at sixteen, and went to work on a farm for William
Toderick, and a few years later filed a homestead in the
Grandview district. On leaving for Grandview he acquired a
yoke of oxen at Killarney, Man., and travelled over land to his
homestead. His love for building, having procured this skill in
the old country, and this being his real vocation, prompted him
to return to Wawanesa in 1900.

Tradesperson
Carpenter and Contractor John Burgess

During this time he built both the Anglican and United
churches in Wawanesa, several schools and a good percentage
of the older homes in the village. He built the original building
of the Wawanesa Mutual Insurance Co., and was a cocontractor of the present Home Office. One of the older homes
is the home of the late Thos. E. Banting at Banting siding. He
also built the two homes his sons Neil and John have owned.
John Burgess served for 15 years as a Councillor, also as
Village Assessor. He was a Past Master of the Masonic Lodge,
and Past Noble Grand of the IOOF Lodge. An ardent curler and
served as President of the Curling Club.
On March 4th, 1901, John Burgess married Christina McLeod
of Hilton, Man. Mrs. Burgess was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Kenneth McLeod. She was born at Cleur on the Isle of Harris
in the Highlands of Scotland, coming to this country at the age
of nine years, when the family settled on a homestead at
Hilton, Man.
Adapted from Sipiweske, page 228.

15

We Made Wawanesa

As the western part of Canada opened up, the outlook for new
land and new opportunities became very real to the people of
eastern Canada. This was the case of the Fowlers of Seaforth,
Ontario. Frank O. Fowler came west in 1880 and with his
father, William O. Fowler and brothers purchased Section 277-18 from the Canadian Pacific Railway. They farmed this land
for several years.

Pioneer Businessman
Frank O. Fowler

In 1887 Frank Fowler married Bessie Nichol, fourth daughter
of Thomas Nichol of Souris City. Mr. Fowler for some years
operated the Elevator at Elliott's Siding. At that time the
elevator consisted of a low building and the grain was elevated
by horse power.
He later moved to Wawanesa, where he built a large home on
Second Street in 1900. This home, prior to demolition in 1962,
had been used as a boarding house by Wawanesa Mutual.
Mr. Fowler served as Reeve of the Municipality during the
1890's.
After moving to Winnipeg in the early 1900's, Mr. Fowler was
associated with Winnipeg Grain Exchange. He served as an
alderman of the City and for brief time as Mayor around 1920.
He remained active in civic and business affairs until his death
in 1944.
Adapted from Sipiweske, page 312.
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In addition to farming Jabez began selling basic supplies out of
his home, and when the village of Souris City was located near
his farm he established the first store and operated it for a short
time before selling out.

Pioneer
Farmer and Shopkeeper Jabez Elliott
The following news item appeared in the March 19, 1880
edition of the "Port Hope Guide".
"Messrs, Jabez, James, Joshua and T. D. Elliott left Port Hope
on Tuesday past, 16th inst., for the Prairie Province. They carry
with them a loaded car of implements, machinery, seed, etc. We
are exceedingly sorry to lose such men but they will make their
mark in their new home."

The previous year, Thomas, brother of Jabez, James and
Joshua, along with Richard and James Kinley, young Gus
Cory, son of Richard Cory, and others from the Port Hope area,
had preceded the three Elliott brothers to the west in search of
land for a new home. By June they had reached the banks of
the Souris River in Township 7, Range 17, of Oakland
Municipality. Each selected a homestead for himself and
Thomas chose locations for his brothers.

July 27, 1884, Brandon Sun

Jabez was accompanied on the trip west by his wife, Catherine
(McCulloch), and their three children. By 1883 they had 120
acres in crop and an additional 50 acres under cultivation. A
house, two stables and a granary had also been built.
Jabez farmed there until his death in 1906. His wife died in
1914 and both are buried in Methven Cemetery.
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The Elliott Settlement

This section of the country became known as the Elliott
Settlement. Later when the railroad was built south from
Brandon, an elevator and siding erected on the NW 1/4 of
Section 20, became known as Elliott's Siding.
There a granary was built where bagged grain could be stored.
When a grain car was available, the grain was carried into the
car and emptied by Almon and Oliver Elliott who did a
considerable amount of this hard work. A few years later the
Northern Elevator was built and operated by horsepower with
Mr. F.O. Fowler as the first operator.

Some 50 years later, as times changed, the elevator was
dismantled and the siding no longer used. Now that the track
has been removed, very little evidence remains of this
pioneer landmark, but for the period during World War 1,
there were seven Mrs. Elliotts living within a mile of this
siding.

Map from 1935 showing elevators.
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Farming during the 20's and 30's was for no one an easy
profession. It was certainly no different for the Ellis family.
The long, work-loaded days were accepted as essential to
success, but in spite of it, time was always found for
enjoyment. Ernest in particular became involved in community affairs, starting as he did on the farm at Millford
where he became secretary of the U.G.G. and in addition took
up the fight against prohibition to become secretary of the
Moderation League. His personal tastes in this connection
provided him with enthusiasm and unflagging energy. He
possessed a unique sense of humor and there were few
situations in which he could not find cause for laughter.

Entrepreneur
Businessman Ernest Ellis

Ernest Ellis arrived in Winnipeg from England in 1903. He
had been a stockbroker in his uncle's London office but had
a desire to seek adventure and independence. He took a
position with the University of Manitoba which he subsequently left to move to Treesbank and the Millford district. It
was during this time that he met Beatrice Criddle, oldest
daughter of Percy and Alice Griddle, who had also come
from England some years before. Ernest and Beatrice were
married in 1910 on November 10th.

Beatrice shared with him a sense of fun and light heartedness.
Her interest in the things of nature while shared by him to a
degree, were never fully understood and participated in. Like
her brothers and sisters, she had a love and knowledge of
practically every living animal, bird and plant. Even though she
was kept busy looking after her eight children, milking cows
and other farm work, she always had time to devote to her
plants, garden, berry picking, and the things she had been
brought up to love and appreciate. Her interest in sports was
not only as a spectator, but as an active participant. Tennis,
skating and curling were her favorites, and she never lost an
opportunity to become involved, and even at the age of 70,
walked to Wawanesa to curl.

They rented the Sutcliffe farm until 1919 in the Treesbank
district. Then Ernest decided to look elsewhere for a
permanent place to farm. By this time five children had been
born to them. That summer Beatrice and her family moved
to her parental home until Ernest's return. He hooked two
horses to a wagon and leading two others made his way
north to Bowsman where he made a thorough survey of a
large part of the farming area. He found nothing to his
liking. In the fall of 1919, he purchased the West half of 357-17 and Northwest quarter of 26-7-17 from R. B. Fawcett.
The following spring the family moved to that farm, just
north of the town of Wawanesa. There the last two members
of the family were born.

At Wawanesa, Ernest became involved in many organizations
so that farming became more of a sideline to him. Much of the
work fell upon Beatrice and the children.
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In 1921 he started a seed-cleaning business which he entitled
"The Wawanesa Seed Grain Association." Specialization in the
handling of forage seeds such as clover, alfalfa, brome and rye
grass resulted in the development of a market in all three
prairie provinces. For a number of years, the business
flourished but during the 1930's, like many other farm projects,
faded to existence level only.
He was the first secretary-treasurer of the Wawanesa
Consumers' Co-op and also the first chairman of the Wawanesa
Hospital, holding that office during its development until
shortly before his death.
Ernest's participation in sports took him to many Manitoba
communities and although tennis and curling were major
interests, he never lost his love for cricket. This game he
followed enthusiastically and was always pleased to meet
someone of similar interests to discuss the game and the
players involved on both a national and international basis. At
the farm at Wawanesa, a tennis court and golf course provided
constant entertainment and were enjoyed by people from all
over the district.

Bags of grain at the Ellis Seed Plant

Adapted from Sipiweske, page 294,165.
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Notable Families
The Leachmans

The Naismiths

Charles Leachman registered a homestead near Wawanesa in
1880. In 1881 he returned to England and brought back a bride,
Mary Ann Smith. They raised five children on the farm that has
remained in the family for over 130 years. The handsome stone
house they built in about 1900 still serves today.

L. to R.: Alex, Jack, Marie, Annie, Ellis

Following the death of his first wife in Glasgow, Scotland,
James Naismith and his four sons sailed to Canada around
1860 and settled near Renfrew, Ontario. The family moved to
the Northfield District in 1880. Alex farmed for 23 years, was
one of the founding directors of the Mutual. His son, Alex
continued on the farm and his wife, Annie established the first
Sunday School in the Northfield District.

Charles Leachman Family. Back, L to R.: Fred, Alice, Beecher,
Edith and Walter. Front: Charlie and Mary Leachman.
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The Mooney Family
The large and influential Mooney family established roots in
the region when John and Letitia and their children settled in
the Millford / Northfield district in 1880 and 1881.

Tom Stevenson
John and Letitia Mooney

The Stevenson Family
Tom Stevenson, a wheelright by trade, came to Wawanesa
from Scotland in the early 1890’s. He was the co-owner of
Stevenson and Ferris Furniture Store, a Village Councillor and
Mayor in 1913. His wife Margaret was a seamstress. She had
come to Wawanesa in 1892, and they were married in the
Wawanesa Methodist Church in 1894. They had eleven
children all of whom were educated in Wawanesa schools.
Back, L. to R.: Chad, Alex, Harold. Front, L. to R.: Daisy, Vi,
Mrs. Margaret Stevenson, Jean and Anne.
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Mr. Ferris was born in Sutton, Ontario, in August 1858 and
spent much of his youth on sailboats on the Great Lakes. In the
early 1890's most of the family moved to the Miami, Manitoba,
district and Mr. Ferris came on to Glenboro, at that time the
end of railway line. After working there a few years he was
approached by J.J. Story who had just settled at the location
that was soon to become Wawanesa. He was able to persuade
Joe Ferris to come back with him and start erecting a building.
Before winter set in the building had progressed far enough
for Story’s to move in. Wawanesa was now established.

Tradesman and Businessman
Furniture Dealer Joseph Charles Ferris

Joe decided to settle in Wawanesa and entered into partnership
with a Tom Stevenson in the furniture and woodworking
business. Those were the days when furniture was made
principally of solid oak, walnut or maple-no veneers and some
of the furniture they sold 50 and 60 years ago is still rendering
useful service in the district. This partnership dissolved in 1919
on the death of Mr. Stevenson.
Mr. Ferris was also a licensed mortician, and in 40 years of
undertaking services, buried a good many of our pioneers in
the cemeteries of Wawanesa, Minnewawa, Methven,
Rounthwaite, Millford, Hilton and Margaret. The present
Wawanesa Post Office stands on the site of the old furniture
store building.
Adapted from “Oakland Echoes” p266
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April 19, 1895
In the News
While driving into town last Sunday night, Dr. Vanstone and
Mr. J.C. Ferris lost their way in the windstorm and pitchy
darkness and drove over a 50-feet bank. Both gentlemen were
badly shaken up, Mr. Ferris spraining his shoulder severely,
necessitating his taking a complete rest for a few days.

A man with the varied interests and abilities of J.C. Ferris was
bound to be mentioned often in the local press.
The Wawanesa newspapers of the 1890’s chronicled his
activities and regularly ran his display advertising.
Sept 1, 1893: Mr. Jos. Ferris is making a good job of the
carpenter work on Neithercut’s place.
Sept 6, 1893:
Chambers’ bank is going ahead rapidly. It is to be of brick, and
when finished will present a handsome appearance. Mr. J.C.
Ferris has the content for the carpenter work, and Mr. T.
Booker the brick work.
Mr. Niethercut is now in his fine new brick store. Mr. Jos.
Ferris has done excellent work in the store fittings.
Oct 20, 1893: Mr. J.C. Ferris is building the foundation of a
large brick residence on 5th Street.
Dec 1, 1893: Mr. Chas. Lambert has sold out his furniture
business to Messre Jos. C. Ferris and Thos. Stevenson.
Sept 28, 1894: Mr. Ferris has finished up fitting Fleming’s
drugstore.

Jan. 12, 1893
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His business career was equally busy. After attending school in
Wawanesa, and graduating in 1907 with a diploma in
pharmacy from the Manitoba College of Pharmacy, he
purchased the drug store from Dr. Vanstone in 1909. This business carried on till 1966, when the business was closed out.
After his second son Morley took over the drug store in 1946,
he carried on as adjuster for the Mutual, retiring at sixty-five
but carried on his own adjusting business, at the same time
continuing to serve on the board of directors and as property
manager for the Wawanesa Mutual.

Merchant
Pharmacist Charles Gorrie

An active sportsman "Chic" as he was known in his sporting
days eagerly participated in hockey, baseball, curling, hunting,
fishing and golf. Perhaps his proudest achievement in curling
was going through the 1938 Wawanesa Open Bonspiel
undefeated, skipping his family rink of Elwood, third, Bill,
second and Chuck, lead.
Evelyn Gorrie was just as active as her husband in the
community. She was regent of the I.O.D.E, and a Noble Grand
of the Hope Rebekah Lodge. A member of the church, singing
in the choir, working with the W.A. and the community group,
kept her busy. A lover of beauty, her garden was a showplace
and one of her greatest enjoyments.

b
Charles Gorrie was born in Brandon in 1885 and moved to
Wawanesa shortly afterwards with his parents.

Adapted from Sipiweske, page 314

C. C. (Charles) Gorrie was an active citizen of Wawanesa all
his life, most notably serving as mayor for twenty-two years,
also a member of the school board, chairman of the Wawanesa
and District Hospital Board, served as master of the Masonic
Lodge, Noble Grand of the IOOF, member of the United
Church, director of the Wawanesa Mutual Insurance Company.
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William Gorrie, born in Truro, Nova Scotia, and his bride
travelled west by train, wagon and boat settling briefly at
Grand Valley. The spring flood of 1881 washed out this little
settlement, forcing most of the residents to a new location,
Brandon. William, a saddler and harness maker by trade, is
listed in the Henderson Gazetteer of 1884 as Gorrie, Wm. –
saddler, 6th and Rosser, Brandon. Two children were born in
Brandon. Lulu in 1883 and Charles in 1885.

Tradesman
Harness Maker William Gorrie

For some reason, no doubt the beautiful location in the
valley by the winding Souris River, William moved to
Wawanesa in 1887 to establish a harness shop, probably a
very necessary service in this new community. Two more
children were added – Herbert, better known as Bud, and
Helen. The family moved to Vancouver in 1915, and Bud,
who had joined up and gone overseas joined them there to
pursue his career.

Adapted from Sipiweske, page 314.
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“Lovely Souris River is the title of a new work for pianoforte
and violin by Professor Alfred Grainger of Souris City. The
composition will appear next month". This local news item
from an 1888 Brandon Sun, is one of the rare mentions of the
mysterious itinerant music teacher who gave dozens of
Oakland children a grounding in music that they would not
have had otherwise.

Musician
Prof. Alfred Grainger

Residents of the municipality say the eccentric "professor" was
tight-lipped about his past. He travelled from farm to farm with
his practice piano keyboard in the 1890's, then disappeared,
and was not seen again until the 1920's and 1930's, whereupon
he suddenly left never to return. He also is remembered as
having been "as English as all get out", and for his remark that
he had walked “as far as twice around the world and from here
to Winnipeg besides”.
A visit from the musician often entailed extra chores for the
woman of the household. He tended to arrive just in time for a
meal, stayed several days to a week, and, before moving on,
usually left some article of clothing to be washed and mended
before his next visit. At first he gave only piano lessons, but
later taught the violin to boys who wanted to play at
community dances. Professor Grainger was the organist in St.
Paul's Church Wawanesa, beginning when it was built in 1900.
Prior to that time he played the organ in St. John's Church,
Rounthwaite, and saw service during the incumbencies of
seventeen Rectors, three Archbishops, and one Bishop. Apart
from his duties as a music teacher both of the piano and violin
he has written several anthems and songs of real merit.
Adapted from Sipiweske, page 194
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Charles Kerr was a co-founder of the Wawanesa Mutual
Insurance Company and served as its first bookkeeper. As a
prominent Wawanesa businessman during the time Wawanesa
was growing and ready to become incorporated, he was also a
logical choice as the first Mayor of the new village.

Businessman
Accountant Charles D. Kerr

On January 5, 1909, official records state, "The first council
meeting was held in the I.O.O.F. Hall at 2:30 p.m. with Mayor
C.D. Kerr in the chair, councilors Elliott, Thompson,
Stevenson and Couling present.
The Mutual was planned while Kerr, then an accountant in
Souris, was camped on the prairie with friend Alonzo
Kempton. Kerr became bookkeeper for the fledgling insurance
company, and included amongst his tasks was the writing of all
insurance policies issued – in longhand scrip.

Mr. Kerr & Wife
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necessary equipment and opened for business. At that time he
was 40 km from the rail line but he hoped that it would come to
him, or he saw the business as viable regardless.

Tradesman

In the mid eighties the mill was operating day and night. This
prompted expansion and improvements, notably the addition of
a steam engine in 1885. At that time farmers were coming
from a radius of 50 km.

Miller and Entrepreneur John Gregory

Mr. Gregory, like other entrepreneurs who moved to
southwestern Manitoba in those times, was banking on the
steady and enduring economic growth of the area. His idea
was right. His location turned out to be wrong. In 1882,
potential settlement locations were, to an extent, judged on the
availability of waterpower. Then settlers realized that prairie
rivers were somewhat seasonal and unreliable as a source of
water power, and second that steam power was quickly
becoming a more reliable, and in the long run, less expensive,
option.
And while Mr. Gregory adapted by adding steam power to his
mill, his location was not destined to be a population centre.
The rail lines passed to the north at Wawanesa and to the south
at Boissevain. Transportation quickly shifted from river and
cart trail, to rail and graded roads, and eventually to the
automobile.

In 1882, John D. Gregory, from Wingham, Ontario, came to
Manitoba and began scouting locations for a mill site. In 1883,
he took title and settled on NW 34-6-18, a farm that straddled
the Souris River about five miles upstream from were it now
passes under Highway #2 near Wawanesa. The site he chose
was, technically, an ideal site for a mill. The river in the Souris
Bend area makes a rather sharp descent (as local rivers go)
onto the Assiniboine Plains allowing for a considerable
current. There were breaks in the valley walls on each side of
the river, allowing for cart trails, and hopefully, a rail crossing.
He built a mud dam to back the water up to ensure a steady
flow, erected an impressive stone mill building, set up the

As it turned out it likely wasn’t just the lack of access to the
export market that sealed the fate of Gregory’s Mill. It was the
establishment of mills in the new population centres that
sprang up along the new railways that spelled the end.
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Personal Life
While the story of Mr. Gregory is well documented, details of
his personal and family life have not survived. We know from
contemporary news articles that he was a vestryman in the
Rounthwaite Anglican Church in 1886, and that locals used his
location as a picnic site, but the local record of John Gregory’s
life is almost always in reference to the mill that was
undoubtedly the focus of his life.

The remains of the mill are easily overlooked today.

By the 1890’s, every new town on every new rail line was
trying to establish a mill and Wawanesa’s was opened in 1895.
Mr. Gregory’s mill closed without fanfare some time before
that, an event unmarked in the local press.
What was noted in the news was that Mr. Gregory was
applying for a “bonus” (think today’s financial incentives) to
establish mills, first in Wawanesa and later in Nesbit. He
passed away on June 21, 1896 before being able to establish
himself in either of those locations.
On June 30, 1893 the Wawanesa Enterprise reported that:
“Mr. Gregory was in town Wednesday. He is ready to
commence work on the mill at Wawanesa as soon as the bonus
by-law is carried. Several members of the committee
interviewed him, and he expressed himself as perfectly satisfied
with the prospects.”

Mr. Gregory’s ad in the Wawanesa
Enterprise, 1893
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Clergy
Pioneer Rev. Thomas Wellington Hall
In 1882 the two year old son of Reverend Hall was the first
burial in this new cemetery, in a new community, in a new
land.
Did he question his decision to move to this remote territory,
and to locate in a fledgling community far from doctors and
hospitals? We know that in moments of crisis, some did
wonder if they hadn’t made a dreadful mistake.

Winnipeg Daily Times, July 27, 1880

As settlement increased his charge extended to neighbouring
communities, and sometimes involved travelling quite a
distance. He held the first Methodist service held in Plum
Creek (Souris) some 40 km to the west in 1881 in an
unfinished building on the farm of Capt. Gilbert Wood and
spent the weekend there.

Earlier that same year Letitia Mooney, from this same
community, as her child Lizzie lay near death with pneumonia,
may have rued the day they had left the relative security and
comfort of their Ontario home. Then a man arrived at her door
having walked several miles on snowshoes. He had with him
some medication that he thought might help. He stayed three
days and the child recovered. The man’s name was Rev.
Thomas Hall.

An interesting item from the records of the Second Quarterly
Official Board meeting held in Sourisburg, August 27, 1881,
was the estimated expense for the year: Minister's salary $300,
board $300, house rent $60, horse feed $85, fuel $25, travelling
expenses $10, children's Fund $8.40, incidentals $4.00, total
$792.40, to be raised as follows: Sourisburg $150, Millford
$30, Brandon Hills $15, Oak Creek $27, and that the
Missionary Fund be asked for $550.

The first Methodist Minister in Millford, essentially the first
resident Minister in western Manitoba, had arrived in the
community with the first wave of settlers in the summer of
1880. As the newspaper clipping indicates – he came as a
person of good standing.

In 1882, Souris City was included in this mission and it was
called Souris City and Millford. In 1883 Glen Souris, Stockton,
Langvale, Greenfield, Souris Mouth and Dicksons were added.
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A report from 1882 in the Winnipeg Times, notes that (In
Souris City) “The Methodists today are in the majority. They
have service every day. A Bible Christian minister has been
stationed in this place to look after the spiritual wants of
several families belonging to that denomination.”

As with others who helped found our community, then moved
on we have scant information about their personal and family
lives, while they live on in the institutions they served.
Adapted from Prairie WASP 83, 241

We’re not sure when he made the move to Souris City but he
was on that village’s tax role in 1886 and we can use the town
plan to even locate the lot he occupied.

The Millford Church and School, aA sketch by T.J. Cooper
1890 (Manitoba Archives)
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Henry Aubrey Husband was born October 10, 1844 at Bushy
Vere Park, Jamaica. He was the eldest son of Rev. Edward and
Elizabeth Husband and heir apparent to the estate of Green
Vale a coffee plantation which had been in the Husband family
for over two hundred years. It was owned by his grandparents.
At one time in their history they had seventy-five slaves on this
estate.

Medical Services
Dr. H.A. Husband

At the age of ten, the doctor's father died and he was sent to
England to be educated. He took up medicine in Scotland's
Edinburgh University and in six years passed all his exams and
at the age of twenty-one had the following degrees: MBCM,
BSc., FRCSE, and MRCSE. From there he worked as a doctor
in a Mental Hospital in London, England, and after that as a
general practitioner until 1870. At that time he started his own
practice in London and married Georgina Greville.
Owing to financial difficulties over which he had no control,
Dr. Husband decided to come to Canada. In the spring of 1885,
he arrived in the old town of Millford and soon established a
homestead in what was to become the Wawanesa district. He
brought with him his family of five from Brandon to live in a
tent in Millford until such time as a house could be built on the
homestead SE 36-7-17. He hauled the lumber from Brandon, a
distance of thirty miles.
He was the first doctor in the region and had been in Millford
only a few days when his practice began which was to take him
many hundreds of miles. He went east beyond the present town
of Glenboro, south as far as Pelican Lake, Ninette and
Belmont, and halfway to Brandon.
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He was Health Inspector for Wawanesa and drew up the
sanitary rules. He was coroner and also a justice of the peace.
He also owned the Apothecary in Wawanesa which was
operated by Mr. Jump.

One time the doctor had to cross a railway bridge at Milford
one-half a mile long on his hands and knees in the middle of
the night. Often a trip took three or four days; sometimes it
meant doing an 'operation on a kitchen table with only coal oil
lamps or lanterns and sometimes a member of the family was
too nervous to hold the light.

Husband wrote a number of medical books and lectures. He
was always in favor of fresh air and sunshine. He used to tell
housewives not to iron their towels, tea towels or sheets, but to
leave the sunshine's rays in them. Once, in the spirit of helpful
citizenship, wrote a letter to the Brandon Sun warning parents
against “a most dangerous practice, far too common in this
country, of administering to young children indiscriminate
doses of laudanum and other preparations of opium.”

Adapted from Sipiweske, page 336, Oakland Echoes & The Prairie
W.A.S.P.

In 1905, the doctor inherited the estate in Jamaica. So he and
Mrs. Husband went back and there he took up the cause of the
natives. He was always on the side of the underdog, as in
England. There he was frowned upon for advocating the
opening of museums and botanical gardens on Sunday so that
the working people could have the pleasure of seeing them. He
talked the same for Jamaica. He wanted better wages, better
living conditions, and better schools. Since his death in 1933,
vast improvements have been made including a university at
Kingston.

The Prairie Pioneer Doctor

House Calls?

Being a doctor is hard work at any time, but especially so in the
pioneer days when the only means of travel were oxen, horse,
or on foot. Dr. Husband tried them all. Sometimes the pay was
in the form of produce and sometimes none at all.
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Alonza Kempton was born in Nova Scotia and came west with
his parents in 1881. He did various jobs in the area, such as
cutting and selling wood, selling washing machines and selling
fire insurance.

Businessman
Alonza Fowler Kempton

Wagon seats, a hemorrhoid cure, and honing paste for straight
razors were several of the products once manufactured in
Wawanesa by Alonzo Fowler Kempton. But the enterprising
native of Nova Scotia is best known as the founder of one of
Canada's largest and most innovative fire and casualty
insurance companies.
Alonza believed that farmers in this area were being
overcharged for their fire insurance, and that a local group of
farmers could do a better job, on a co-operative basis. Plans
were discussed with a friend, Charlie Kerr, while the two were
camped on the prairie during a selling trip. These plans led to
the formation in of The Wawanesa Mutual Insurance
Company.
In 1896, when twenty district farmers met in Wawanesa, and
put up $20 each to launch the new company which was
prepared to offer low-premium fire insurance on wooden
threshing machines. Kempton, whose experience as an
insurance salesman had led him to propose the scheme, was
elected secretary-treasurer. The farmer directors provided the
financial stability that saw the firm through the initial lean
years — a link with the past that has been retained. The sleepy
village of Wawanesa still boasts the head office, and "The
Mutual" continues to recruit officers and directors from the
Wawanesa district.

35

The Wawanesa Mutual's imaginative methods—for instance,
an astute decision in 1952 to give old pensioners policy writing
positions in the Montreal branch office—may be traced to the
flair of its founder. Kempton was fond of whiskey, Turkish
cigarettes, oysters, salt cod, automobiles and business sidelines.
It is said that he became irascible as time went on, however, his
many acts of generosity have not been forgotten.
Adapted from Sipiweske, page 346

The Wawanesa Mutual Insurance Company Building (right),
constructed as the head office of a rapidly expanding local
enterprise that now functions across Canada, is a fine
representative example of an early twentieth-century rural
commercial building. The structure’s confident facade, simple
but detailed brickwork, and corner location reflect both the
optimism of the company’s early officers and the practical
instincts that allowed them to prosper. Established in 1896 by
Alonzo Fowler Kempton and Charles Kerr, Wawanesa Mutual
is now one of Canada’s largest property and casualty insurers.
The firm, which continues to be a mainstay of the Wawanesaarea economy, also sells life insurance and operates branches in
the United States through associated companies.
This image, from around 1903, shows the office staff posing
in front of the Wawanesa Mutual Insurance Company
Building. Managing Director Alonzo Kempton is in the
centre, leaning against the tree.
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Richard (Dick) Kinley and his brother Frank, sons of a
Manchester weaver who had become a schoolteacher in West
Cape, Prince Edward Island, came west with the Elliott
brothers in 1879. He was, along with the Cory and Elliott
brothers on of the first settlers in the region. He settled in
Souris City.

Pioneer
Blacksmith Richard Kinley

He was a man of many skills. He worked as a blacksmith, first
on the Elliott farm and later at Souris City. He soon sold out to
a new arrival, Harry Goodman. He also was a carpenter, who
was called upon to build the coffin for the first person to die in
the new town of Souris City.
He took an interest in political affairs, serving as a delegate to
the second conference of the Manitoba and North West
Farmer's Cooperative and Protective Union in March of 1884.
He was a candidate for Chief Magistrate and active in
advocating a branch railway line for the region.

Richard and Mrs. Kinley
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The first edition of the Wawanesa Enterprise, published on
December 23, 1892, ran an ad for E.L. McDonald, “Dealer in
Watches, Clocks, Jewellery & Silverware”. The picture above
was taken in 1909 when the community was incorporated as a
village.

Merchant
Jeweller E.L. McDonald

We know little about Mr. McDonald’s personal life as he isn’t
mentioned in Sipiweske, but we have to assume that his long
standing says something about his commitment to the
community and to his occupation.

\
Dec. 23, 1892

On Dec 8, 1893, the Enterprise reported that; “A few nice
styles in pipes at McDonald the jeweller’s, which are to be
cleared out, as he is going out of the pipe trade. Call and get a
corn-cob pipe. Don’t cost you anything.”
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Nellie Mooney came to the Millford area in 1881 with her
family at the age of ten and attended Northfield School about
eight kilometres east of Wawanesa.

Famous Daughter

Her memoirs are full of detail about the community where she
grew up and went to school, and roots are important. It is
important that Nellie moved to a pioneer farming community
as a small child. It is important that her parents, and their
neighbours, were the sort of people who would make such a
decision and be successful in their endeavours. It is important
that Nellie met a young teacher named Frank Schultz, who
encouraged her to question and to think.

Writer and Activist Nellie McClung

Place and circumstance matter if we are to understand
achievement. (And how can circumstance not relate to place?).
Mrs. McClung’s achievements out there in the world are well
documented elsewhere. Here achievements closer to home and
longer ago are worthy of examination.
The childhood memories she relates in works of non-fiction,
such as “Clearing in the West”, and the other observations she
passes along through her fiction in works such as The Black
Creek Stopping House” and “Purple Springs” serve as a
comprehensive social history of the time and place.
The region, its farmers and teachers, its businessmen and even
its politicians, are brought to life with authority. The sense of
place she conveys is almost photographic. While well served
by the writing skills she developed in adulthood, it was the
observation and thinking skills she developed as a child that
form the foundation for a good part of her writing.

Wawanesa, where Nellie Mooney married Wesley McClung in
a Church that still stands overlooking the Souris River valley,
is proud of its link to the lady and her achievements. The
woman who became known as "Our Nell", was "Their Nell"
long before she became famous.
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They moved to a house north of Wawanesa in 1899, and then
into town. The rest of their family, Albert, Hiram, Wilbert,
Ann, George and Jean were born at Wawanesa. Gramp broke
horses for Vanstone and Rodgers, who bought and imported
horses to this part of the country.

Community Service
William “Gramp” Roney

Gramp started a dray and dairy farm which he operated until
Rebekah's death, January 7, 1929. He bought part of the 26-717 for pasture for his cattle and horses. Part of this land was
later owned by his grandsons, Bill and Morley, and part, he
made into a park, Roney's Park. It was a beauty spot which was
open to the public at all times as a fishing and picnic spot.
Gramp moved a house on to the land and lived there until the
flood in 1950, when it went down the river. He sold the land to
Wawanesa Community Club. Roney's Park is now known as
the Lion's Park.
When a hockey game was on, you could always find Gramp
behind the net as goal judge. One time, Wawanesa played
Treherne in the playoffs, and Wawanesa won. Treherne heard
he'd bet on the game and they disputed the win, as he was goal
judge. "Sure, sure," he said "I had the bet with your goal
judge!" They forgot about the dispute.

Gramp, (as he became known to all) was born April 12,1867 in
the country of Armagh, Ireland. He was the eldest of nine
children born to John and Martha Roney. The Roney's
emigrated to Canada when Gramp was two years old. They
settled in Orangeville, Ontario. Gramp married Rebekah Ann
Banks (born in Bowling Green, Ontario in 1872) February
14,1894 at Grand Valley, Ontario where their first three
children, Lillie, Eva and Richard were born.

August 22, 1950, Gramp died in the Brandon General Hospital
at the age of 83. He is buried beside Rebekah in the family plot
at Wawanesa cemetery.
Adapted from Sipiweske, page 400.
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The telephone came to Wawanesa in 1905, and one of the first
installations was in Dr. Vanstone's Drug Store. He announced
this new innovation in the local paper in December of that year
in the following manner: "We can now say 'hello' to Winnipeg
and the outside world."

Communication Services
Telephone Operators Dorothy and Elsie
Osborne

Two of the first operators were sisters Dorothy and Elsie
Osborne.
Their brother remembers:
“Dorothy and Elsie, having milked the cow, gathered the eggs
and vegetables for the day’s needs, could now leave for work
as telephone operators. Looking after a telephone exchange,
which was a relatively new development, made the job of
“Hello Girls” somewhat glamorous.”
Other early phone operators included the Roney sisters, Lillie
and Eva. Lillie, born August 11,1894 worked prior to 1917,
when they went on strike and she moved on to telephone office
jobs in Yorkton, Moose Jaw and Estevan.

Wawanesa Telephone operators Dorothy and Elsie Osborne,
1911.

Eva, born April 8, 1896 started in the telephone office in 1920
before moving to Yorkton.
Adapted from Sipiweske, page 32,183,
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“Hello Girls”

Telephone operators of that era will remember that it was one
of their responsibilities to memorize the numbers of all
subscribers. Instead of giving a number, it was quite common
to merely give the name of the person being called and expect
an immediate connection.

Although often traced to World War I were the expression
became popular, much earlier published references to "Hello
Girls" exist. The term was first coined for the female telephone
switchboard operators in the USA. The earliest reference is in
Mark Twain's A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court
written in 1889. Although the term may have been applied to
the signaling corps, it did not originate there but was rather the
common term used for the ladies who would say hello when
you rang the switch as opposed to direct calling.

The first telephone serviceman was Mr. Elams, who, after
being in Wawanesa for a number of years, was moved to
Brandon. His move left the district without any serviceman and
was vigorously protested by the village. It was some time
before a replacement was made.
One of the servicemen who became well known in the district
was Hamilton Bell. Ham, as he was known, was kept busy
looking after telephone troubles of all kinds.

Phone Service in Wawanesa
It was 1906 before communication was established with
Nesbitt and other centres in the community, and a few years
before the rural lines were completed. The local paper listed
from time to time those who acquired the service, giving the
number of the line they were on, and the number of ring. All
calls were directed through the central office in Wawanesa, so
that subscribers on a party line could hear the ring put through.
With as many as eight subscribers to a line, private
conversations were totally impossible.

It was a challenging and busy life. Wes Chevins followed Bell
in the 1940s, and continued until 1947, at which time he was
replaced by Jake Loewen, who maintained the service until
changes to the system also produced change in the service
location.
The early telephone office was in the upper floor of Vanstone's
Drug Store, and finally moved to a new building just south,
down the street. This office looked after the community calls
until 1973, when dial telephones, and a new system, was
adopted. The office was closed, and moved from the site. The
exchange has since operated from Brandon.

An improvement was made in 1914 when a button on the side
of the telephone was added and used to call "Central". With
this device others on the line could no longer hear the ring.
Incoming calls could be heard, however, and as a community
entertainment, "listening in" became an almost accepted
practice. It provided a welcome relief from the loneliness and
isolation which was the lot of many farm families.

Adapted from Sipiweske, pages 32,183.
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Rev. John Frederick Rounthwaite was the son of a Liverpool,
England, shipping magnate friend of former British Prime
Minister William Gladstone. His achievements at St. John's
College, Cambridge University, included a Master of Arts
degree in mathematics and a rowing trophy. He was an
accomplished pianist and violinist, besides having a splendid
tenor voice. Before ordination in the Church of England in
1867, he was tutored on the continent.

Clergy
Pioneer Rev. John F. Rounthwaite

Humanitarian concern marked his parish work in Lancashire
and Chester. Later he served with distinction as headmaster of
Witton Grammar School in Norwich. Prior to leaving England
he also was school inspector for Manchester and grand master
of the Masonic Order for the province of Chester.
Rev. Rounthwaite's health had begun to slip; but rather than
retire, he decided his Christian duty lay on the Canadian
frontier. He arrived at the postal settlement of Rounthwaite
(named after his brother, Samuel) in 1882. The St. John's
Church of England building, which he finished, had been
started there that year; and he brought with him gifts of money,
a stained glass window, and other items for the church. The
conscientious cleric threw himself into pastoral and educational
work in the community, and his sudden death in 1883 was
much lamented.
Adapted from The Prairie WASP, page 190.
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Originally from Ontario, Frank and Margaret Schultz settled at
Mapleton on the banks of the Red River north of Winnipeg,
where Frank taught school. On leaving there, they moved to the
Belmont district where Frank took up a homestead south of the
town. Needing money, he undertook to teach at Northfield
School near Wawanesa. There Nellie McClung was one of his
pupils. She made several references to him in her book
"Clearing in the West". Later in thankful remembrance of her
early teacher, she sent Margaret a copy of each of her books as
they were published.

Education
Teacher Frank Schultz

By Mrs. Mooney’s own account Mr. Schultz influenced her in
several ways. Not only did she learn to read and write in his
care, she had the opportunity to experience views that she
might not have encountered otherwise. The year 1885 saw hot
debate and not a little hysteria over the Metis uprising. Mr.
Schultz offered what today is a conventional view, that the
Metis had legitimate grievances, and that the native people who
supported the Metis or merely sympathized with them had
legitimate grievances as well. These were not popular
sentiments in the region but Frank Schultz, who had lived in
Red River and who had met Riel was able to offer them in such
a way that he impressed Nellie and avoided antagonizing the
parents.
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Wawanesa Baseball Team (1919 – 1920)

Sports & Recreation

Back Row, L to R,: Joe Scott, Roy Sweeney, Dr. Trimble, Ham
Sweeney, Herb Patterson,
2nd Row, L. to R.: Boyd Story, Charlie Gorrie, Unknown, A. Marlatt,
Charlie Foster,
Front Row, L. to R.: Walter Leachman, Gig Scott, Bob Wallace.

Wawanesa has always been an enthusiastic sporting town.
Football, tennis, baseball, hockey and cricket were the first
games played in the community. Golf followed later.
For a time the tennis court in town was well used, and courts
were built on the Ellis, Criddle and Vane farms.
A six-hole golf course was built in 1933 by the Wawanesa
Gold Club on the Ellis farm. Overlooking the river bank north
of town. It was a popular centre for a number of years.
Hunting was popular and gun clubs were formed in the early
1900’s.
Horse racing was very popular from Wawanesa’s earliest days
with a racetrack, known locally as the “Turf Club” established
in 1892.
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Wawanesa Hockey Team (1900) . Back Row, L. to R.:Vice
President of the Club Dr. Hammon, Hon. President Dr. Vanstone
and Pres. F.D. Barclay. Middle Row: W.O. Fowler (goal), J. A.
Kennedy (cover point), J. Ross (cover point) and B.D. Wight
(point). Front: E.L. McDonald (right forward), J. Thompson
(centre forward), and W. Collins (left forward). You may note
that their equipment was quite unlike that of today…

Hockey on the river around 1900. Back Row: Bob Corbett,
Ralph Scott, Charlie Gorrie. Front Row: Charlie Foster, Walter
Leachman
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The Wawanesa Flour Mill was built in 1895 by A.W. Snider
and D.N. Russell. It was located at the east end of Park Street.
Mr. Snider bought out Mr. Russell in 1903, and continued to
operate the mill for many years, producing, initially three
brands of flour – “Hungarian Patent,” “Family Patent” and
“Strong Bakers.” Later “Pride of Oakland” was produced as the
only brand, a high quality flour made only from No. 1 hard
wheat.

Industry
Miller A.W. Snider

In addition to producing flour for the market, Snider provided
gristing service, as well as rolling oats and barley for animal
feed. Communities valued the services of a grist mill and
generally offered a “bonus” or cash incentive to attract a mill.
The mill served the community until it was destroyed by fire in
1949.
Adapted from Sipiweske, page 22
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Charles Morley Vanstone was born in Kincardine, Ontario
August 18, 1870. He came to Manitoba as a child with his
parents Josiah and Anne (Sturgeon) Vanstone. The Vanstones
were emigrants from England and ventured west where Josiah,
a master carpenter, found employment in the Legislative
Building.

Pioneer
Charles Morley Vanstone

Charles was educated in Manitoba and practiced medicine in
Wawanesa beginning about 1895. He later formed partnership
with Dr. A.E. Harrison.
Lily Jane Clark was born in Grand Valley, Ontario February 2,
1883, and came to Manitoba with her married sister, Mary
Davidson, after their mother died. Charles met Lily when she
was sent to summon the doctor when one of the Davidson's
was ill. Dr. Vanstone was so charmed by Lily Jane that he
supposedly said; "That's the girl I'm going to marry", which he
did five years later, February 21, 1901, just after Lily reached
her eighteenth birthday.
For some years Dr. Vanstone was involved in the breeding and
showing of draft horses. He was also an avid horticulturist and
naturalist and spent many years in his orchard.
Charles became involved in the Wawanesa Mutual Insurance
Company. His long and distinguished career with this company
extended over several decades.
The Vanstone family left Wawanesa in the early 40's and spent
some time in Toronto, Ontario and Burnaby, B.C.
Adapted from Sipiweske, page 501
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