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The Mooney Family 
 
The large and influential Mooney family established roots in 
the region when John and Letitia and their children settled in 
the Millford / Northfield district in 1880 and 1881. 
 

 
John and Letitia Mooney 
 
 
 
The Stevenson Family 
 
Tom Stevenson, a wheelright by trade, came to Wawanesa 
from Scotland in the early 1890’s. He was the co-owner of 
Stevenson and Ferris Furniture Store, a Village Councillor and 
Mayor in 1913. His wife Margaret was a seamstress. She had 
come to Wawanesa in 1892, and they were married in the 
Wawanesa Methodist Church in 1894. They had eleven 
children all of whom were educated in Wawanesa schools. 
 
 

 
Tom Stevenson 
 

 
Back, L. to R.: Chad, Alex, Harold. Front, L. to R.: Daisy, Vi, 
Mrs. Margaret Stevenson, Jean and Anne.  
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We Made Wawanesa  
Tradesman and Businessman 
 
Furniture Dealer Joseph Charles Ferris 
 

 
 

 
Mr. Ferris was born in Sutton, Ontario, in August 1858 and 
spent much of his youth on sailboats on the Great Lakes. In the 
early 1890's most of the family moved to the Miami, Manitoba, 
district and Mr. Ferris came on �to Glenboro, at that time the 
end of railway line. After working there a few years he was 
approached by J.J. Story who had just settled at the location 
that was soon to become Wawanesa. He was able to persuade 
Joe Ferris to come back with him and start erecting a building. 
Before winter set �in the building had progressed far enough 
for Story’s to move in. Wawanesa� was now established.   
 
Joe decided to settle in Wawanesa and entered into partnership 
with a Tom Stevenson in the furniture and woodworking 
business. Those were the days when furniture was made 
principally of solid oak, walnut or maple-no veneers and some 
of the furniture they sold 50 and 60 years ago is still rendering 
useful service in the district. This partnership dissolved in 1919 
on the death of Mr. Stevenson. 
 
Mr. Ferris was also a licensed mortician, and in 40 years of 
undertaking services, buried a good many of our pioneers in 
the cemeteries of Wawanesa, Minnewawa, Methven, 
Rounthwaite, Millford, Hilton and Margaret. The present 
Wawanesa Post Office stands on the site of the old furniture 
store building. 
 
Adapted from “Oakland Echoes” p266 
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In the News 
 
A man with the varied interests and abilities of J.C. Ferris was 
bound to be mentioned often in the local press. 
 
The Wawanesa newspapers of the 1890’s chronicled his 
activities and regularly ran his display advertising. 
 
Sept 1, 1893: Mr. Jos. Ferris is making a good job of the 
carpenter work on Neithercut’s place. 
 
Sept 6, 1893:  
 
Chambers’ bank is going ahead rapidly. It is to be of brick, and 
when finished will present a handsome appearance. Mr. J.C. 
Ferris has the content for the carpenter work, and Mr. T. 
Booker the brick work. 
 
Mr. Niethercut is now in his fine new brick store. Mr. Jos. 
Ferris has done excellent work in the store fittings. 
 
Oct 20, 1893: Mr. J.C. Ferris is building the foundation of a 
large brick residence on 5th Street. 
 
Dec 1, 1893: Mr. Chas. Lambert has sold out his furniture 
business to Messre Jos. C. Ferris and Thos. Stevenson. 
 
Sept 28, 1894: Mr. Ferris has finished up fitting Fleming’s 
drugstore. 
 
 

April 19, 1895 
 
While driving into town last Sunday night, Dr. Vanstone and 
Mr. J.C. Ferris lost their way in the windstorm and pitchy 
darkness and drove over a 50-feet bank. Both gentlemen were 
badly shaken up, Mr. Ferris spraining his shoulder severely, 
necessitating his taking a complete rest for a few days. 
 

 
Jan. 12, 1893 
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We Made Wawanesa  
Merchant 
 
Pharmacist Charles Gorrie 
 

b 
 
Charles Gorrie was born in Brandon in 1885 and moved to 
Wawanesa shortly afterwards with his parents. 
 
C. C. (Charles) Gorrie was an active citizen of Wawanesa all 
his life, most notably serving as mayor for twenty-two years, 
also a member of the school board, chairman of the Wawanesa 
and District Hospital Board, served as master of the Masonic 
Lodge, Noble Grand of the IOOF, member of the United 
Church, director of the Wawanesa Mutual Insurance Company. 

 
His business career was equally busy. After attending school in 
Wawanesa, and graduating in 1907 with a diploma in 
pharmacy from the Manitoba College of Pharmacy, he 
purchased the drug store from Dr. Vanstone in 1909. This busi-
ness carried on till 1966, when the business was closed out. 
After his second son Morley took over the drug store in 1946, 
he carried on as adjuster for the Mutual, retiring at sixty-five 
but carried on his own adjusting business, at the same time 
continuing to serve on the board of directors and as property 
manager for the Wawanesa Mutual. 
 
An active sportsman "Chic" as he was known in his sporting 
days eagerly participated in hockey, baseball, curling, hunting, 
fishing and golf. Perhaps his proudest achievement in curling 
was going through the 1938 Wawanesa Open Bonspiel 
undefeated, skipping his family rink of Elwood, third, Bill, 
second and Chuck, lead. 
 
Evelyn Gorrie was just as active as her husband in the 
community. She was regent of the I.O.D.E, and a Noble Grand 
of the Hope Rebekah Lodge. A member of the church, singing 
in the choir, working with the W.A. and the community group, 
kept her busy. A lover of beauty, her garden was a showplace 
and one of her greatest enjoyments.  
 
 
Adapted from Sipiweske, page 314 
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We Made Wawanesa  
Tradesman 
 
Harness Maker William Gorrie 
 

 

 
William Gorrie, born in Truro, Nova Scotia, and his bride 
travelled west by train, wagon and boat settling briefly at 
Grand Valley. The spring flood of 1881 washed out this little 
settlement, forcing most of the residents to a new location, 
Brandon. William, a saddler and harness maker by trade, is 
listed in the Henderson Gazetteer of 1884 as Gorrie, Wm. – 
saddler, 6th and Rosser, Brandon. Two children were born in 
Brandon. Lulu in 1883 and Charles in 1885. 
 
For some reason, no doubt the beautiful location in the 
valley by the winding Souris River, William moved to 
Wawanesa in 1887 to establish a harness shop, probably a 
very necessary service in this new community. Two more 
children were added – Herbert, better known as Bud, and 
Helen. The family moved to Vancouver in 1915, and Bud, 
who had joined up and gone overseas joined them there to 
pursue his career. 
 
 
 
Adapted from Sipiweske, page 314. 
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We Made Wawanesa  
Musician 
 
Prof. Alfred Grainger 
 

 
 

 
“Lovely Souris River is the title of a new work for pianoforte 
and violin by Professor Alfred Grainger of Souris City. The 
composition will appear next month". This local news item 
from an 1888 Brandon Sun, is one of the rare mentions of the 
mysterious itinerant music teacher who gave dozens of 
Oakland children a grounding in music that they would not 
have had otherwise. 
 
Residents of the municipality say the eccentric "professor" was 
tight-lipped about his past. He travelled from farm to farm with 
his practice piano keyboard in the 1890's, then disappeared, 
and was not seen again until the 1920's and 1930's, whereupon 
he suddenly left never to return. He also is remembered as 
having been "as English as all get out", and for his remark that 
he had walked “as far as twice around the world and from here 
to Winnipeg besides”. 
 
A visit from the musician often entailed extra chores for the 
woman of the household. He tended to arrive just in time for a 
meal, stayed several days to a week, and, before moving on, 
usually left some article of clothing to be washed and mended 
before his next visit. At first he gave only piano lessons, but 
later taught the violin to boys who wanted to play at 
community dances. Professor Grainger was the organist in St. 
Paul's Church Wawanesa, beginning when it was built in 1900. 
Prior to that time he played the organ in St. John's Church, 
Rounthwaite, and saw service during the incumbencies of 
seventeen Rectors, three Archbishops, and one Bishop. Apart 
from his duties as a music teacher both of the piano and violin 
he has written several anthems and songs of real merit. 
 
Adapted from Sipiweske, page 194 
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We Made Wawanesa  
Businessman 
 
Accountant Charles D. Kerr 
 

 
 

 
Charles Kerr was a co-founder of the Wawanesa Mutual 
Insurance Company and served as its first bookkeeper. As a 
prominent Wawanesa businessman during the time Wawanesa 
was growing and ready to become incorporated, he was also a 
logical choice as the first Mayor of the new village. 
 
On January 5, 1909, official records state, "The first council 
meeting was held in the I.O.O.F. Hall at 2:30 p.m. with Mayor 
C.D. Kerr in the chair, councilors Elliott, Thompson, 
Stevenson and Couling present.  
 
The Mutual was planned while Kerr, then an accountant in 
Souris, was camped on the prairie with friend Alonzo 
Kempton. Kerr became bookkeeper for the fledgling insurance 
company, and included amongst his tasks was the writing of all 
insurance policies issued – in longhand scrip. 
 
 
 

 
Mr. Kerr & Wife 
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We Made Wawanesa  
Tradesman 
 
Miller and Entrepreneur John Gregory 
 

 
 
In 1882, John D. Gregory, from Wingham, Ontario, came to 
Manitoba and began scouting locations for a mill site. In 1883, 
he took title and settled on NW 34-6-18, a farm that straddled 
the Souris River about five miles upstream from were it now 
passes under Highway #2 near Wawanesa. The site he chose 
was, technically, an ideal site for a mill.  The river in the Souris 
Bend area makes a rather sharp descent (as local rivers go) 
onto the Assiniboine Plains allowing for a considerable 
current.  There were breaks in the valley walls on each side of 
the river, allowing for cart trails, and hopefully, a rail crossing. 
He built a mud dam to back the water up to ensure a steady 
flow, erected an impressive stone mill building, set up the 

necessary equipment and opened for business. At that time he 
was 40 km from the rail line but he hoped that it would come to 
him, or he saw the business as viable regardless.  
 
In the mid eighties the mill was operating day and night. This 
prompted expansion and improvements, notably the addition of 
a steam engine in 1885.  At that time farmers were coming 
from a radius of 50 km.   
 
Mr. Gregory, like other entrepreneurs who moved to 
southwestern Manitoba in those times, was banking on the 
steady and enduring economic growth of the area.  His idea 
was right.  His location turned out to be wrong.  In 1882, 
potential settlement locations were, to an extent, judged on the 
availability of waterpower. Then settlers realized that prairie 
rivers were somewhat seasonal and unreliable as a source of 
water power, and second that steam power was quickly 
becoming a more reliable, and in the long run, less expensive, 
option. 
 
And while Mr. Gregory adapted by adding steam power to his 
mill, his location was not destined to be a population centre.  
The rail lines passed to the north at Wawanesa and to the south 
at Boissevain. Transportation quickly shifted from river and 
cart trail, to rail and graded roads, and eventually to the 
automobile. 
 
As it turned out it likely wasn’t just the lack of access to the 
export market that sealed the fate of Gregory’s Mill.  It was the 
establishment of mills in the new population centres that 
sprang up along the new railways that spelled the end. 
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The remains of the mill are easily overlooked today. 
 
By the 1890’s, every new town on every new rail line was 
trying to establish a mill and Wawanesa’s was opened in 1895. 
Mr. Gregory’s mill closed without fanfare some time before 
that, an event unmarked in the local press. 
 
What was noted in the news was that Mr. Gregory was 
applying for a “bonus” (think today’s financial incentives) to 
establish mills, first in Wawanesa and later in Nesbit. He 
passed away on June 21, 1896 before being able to establish 
himself in either of those locations. 
 
On June 30, 1893 the Wawanesa Enterprise reported that: 
  
“Mr. Gregory was in town Wednesday. He is ready to 
commence work on the mill at Wawanesa as soon as the bonus 
by-law is carried. Several members of the committee 
interviewed him, and he expressed himself as perfectly satisfied 
with the prospects.” 

Personal Life 
 
While the story of Mr. Gregory is well documented, details of 
his personal and family life have not survived. We know from 
contemporary news articles that he was a vestryman in the 
Rounthwaite Anglican Church in 1886, and that locals used his 
location as a picnic site, but the local record of John Gregory’s 
life is almost always in reference to the mill that was 
undoubtedly the focus of his life. 
 

 
Mr. Gregory’s ad in the Wawanesa  
Enterprise, 1893  
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We Made Wawanesa  
Clergy 
 
Pioneer Rev. Thomas Wellington Hall 
 
In 1882 the two year old son of Reverend Hall was the first 
burial in this new cemetery, in a new community, in a new 
land.   
 
Did he question his decision to move to this remote territory, 
and to locate in a fledgling community far from doctors and 
hospitals?  We know that in moments of crisis, some did 
wonder if they hadn’t made a dreadful mistake.   
 
Earlier that same year Letitia Mooney, from this same 
community, as her child Lizzie lay near death with pneumonia, 
may have rued the day they had left the relative security and 
comfort of their Ontario home.  Then a man arrived at her door 
having walked several miles on snowshoes.  He had with him 
some medication that he thought might help.  He stayed three 
days and the child recovered.  The man’s name was Rev. 
Thomas Hall. 
 
The first Methodist Minister in Millford, essentially the first 
resident Minister in western Manitoba, had arrived in the 
community with the first wave of settlers in the summer of 
1880.  As the newspaper clipping indicates – he came as a 
person of good standing. 
 

 

 
Winnipeg Daily Times, July 27, 1880 
 
As settlement increased his charge extended to neighbouring 
communities, and sometimes involved travelling quite a 
distance. He held the first Methodist service held in Plum 
Creek (Souris) some 40 km to the west in 1881 in an 
unfinished building on the farm of Capt. Gilbert Wood and 
spent the weekend there. 
 
An interesting item from the records of the Second Quarterly 
Official Board meeting held in Sourisburg, August 27, 1881, 
was the estimated expense for the year: Minister's salary $300, 
board $300, house rent $60, horse feed $85, fuel $25, travelling 
expenses $10, children's Fund $8.40, incidentals $4.00, total 
$792.40, to be raised as follows: Sourisburg $150, Millford 
$30, Brandon Hills $15, Oak Creek $27, and that the 
Missionary Fund be asked for $550. 

In 1882, Souris City was included in this mission and it was 
called Souris City and Millford. In 1883 Glen Souris, Stockton, 
Langvale, Greenfield, Souris Mouth and Dicksons were added. 
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A report from 1882 in the Winnipeg Times, notes that (In 
Souris City)  “The Methodists today are in the majority. They 
have service every day. A Bible Christian minister has been 
stationed in this place to look after the spiritual wants of 
several families belonging to that denomination.” 
 
We’re not sure when he made the move to Souris City but he 
was on that village’s tax role in 1886 and we can use the town 
plan to even locate the lot he occupied. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
As with others who helped found our community, then moved 
on we have scant information about their personal and family 
lives, while they live on in the institutions they served. 
 
Adapted from Prairie WASP 83, 241 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Millford Church and School, aA sketch by T.J. Cooper 
1890  (Manitoba Archives) 
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We Made Wawanesa  
Medical Services 
 
Dr. H.A. Husband 
 

 
 

 
Henry Aubrey Husband was born October 10, 1844 at Bushy 
Vere Park, Jamaica. He was the eldest son of Rev. Edward and 
Elizabeth Husband and heir apparent to the estate of Green 
Vale a coffee plantation which had been in the Husband family 
for over two hundred years. It was owned by his grandparents. 
At one time in their history they had seventy-five slaves on this 
estate. 
 
At the age of ten, the doctor's father died and he was sent to 
England to be educated. He took up medicine in Scotland's 
Edinburgh University and in six years passed all his exams and 
at the age of twenty-one had the following degrees: MBCM, 
BSc., FRCSE, and MRCSE. From there he worked as a doctor 
in a Mental Hospital in London, England, and after that as a 
general practitioner until 1870. At that time he started his own 
practice in London and married Georgina Greville.  
 
Owing to financial difficulties over which he had no control, 
Dr. Husband decided to come to Canada. In the spring of 1885, 
he arrived in the old town of Millford and soon established a 
homestead in what was to become the Wawanesa district. He 
brought with him his family of five from Brandon to live in a 
tent in Millford until such time as a house could be built on the 
homestead SE 36-7-17. He hauled the lumber from Brandon, a 
distance of thirty miles.  
 
He was the first doctor in the region and had been in Millford 
only a few days when his practice began which was to take him 
many hundreds of miles. He went east beyond the present town 
of Glenboro, south as far as Pelican Lake, Ninette and 
Belmont, and halfway to Brandon.  
  


