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We Made the R.M. of Pipestone  
Railway Employee 
 
Station Agent Dave Anderson 
 

 
Reston Station with Tennis Courts 
 

 
AVE ANDERSON BECAME STATION AGENT in 
1917 and served for over 35 years. He oversaw an era 
of great change in railways, including the introduction 

of the diesel engine. During that time he was known as one of 
Reston’s leading citizens. He was especially noted for his 
gardening skill and his pride in the station grounds. In addition 
to his “day” job, he operated a fur farm just south of the station 
where he raised silver foxes and chinchilla rabbits.   
 
A story related by Bert McKay who has documented Reston’s 
railroad days, illustrates why Mr. Anderson was fondly 
remembered: 
 
"Dave Anderson recalled for me one situation which occurred 
in the Reston station while I was working for Dave in the fur 
farm business. A lady passenger arrived from Hungary and 
because of the late train she had to lie over from Monday to 
Wednesday morning. It was bitterly cold in December. No one 
spoke her language, but Dave remembered a man, south of 
town, by name Podobni. Dave phoned Mr. Walker who came in 
by sleigh and took the lady, tearful and scared, out to the 
Podobni farm. Lo and behold this farmer had come from the 
same town in Hungary. It was a great re-union, they danced 
and they cried, and they laughed and they cried some more. 
The lady had a small child with her and when they all came in 
for the train on Wednesday it turned out she and the baby were 
on their way to work for a farmer at Bender. This lady, like 
many others who came to Reston to take the Peanut will never 
forget the kindly hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Anderson." 
 
 
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, page 434, 436 
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The Railroad & Reston 
 
Transportation in the pioneer days of Reston "Settlement" on 
the Bulloch farm was a major problem. The necessities of life 
were brought from Virden, often by ox cart. When the railroad 
came in 1892, it was a lifeline and the settlement had to be 
moved to it. Reston was the end of the line but the tracks were 
finally built on westward to connect with the main line at 
Regina. 
 
In 1908, the C.P.R. put in a branch line, which ran in a north-
westerly direction to Wolseley, with Reston as a terminus. It 
was at this time that Reston became a railroad town of 
importance. Along with the influx of workmen and crews, the 
coming of both lines brought prosperity and excitement. The 
large gangs of workers brought business to the town. Many of 
the Wolseley line crew and maintenance men settled in the 
town and contributed to its social and economic progress. 
 
The Railway Station 
 
The first railway station was a freight car set down at a point 
nearly opposite Main Street. The first agent was Cleland Jones 
who came in to town on one of the work trains. The first 
passenger train came in to Reston on Dec. 2, 1892. A proper 
station was built on the same site during the following season. 
 
A few years later an accident occurred. A snow plow had been 
sent to clear the tracks and, just as it approached the station, it 
left the tracks and plowed into the building. Stationmaster 
Stuart and his wife were sitting in the living quarters above and 
were startled by the crash and the heaving of the floor. They 
were more startled still when they peered down between the 

cracked timbers to see the huge black monster in the waiting 
room below. The platform outside was ripped to splinters. 
 
The company decided that they needed more space for yards 
than this site allowed so they erected a new station three blocks 
east of the old one. The station remained there until it was torn 
down and removed in 1969.  
 
Of the train service the Reston Recorder reported: 
 

For many years there were three passenger trains daily. 

In, 1918, the C.P.R. east bound arrived at 13:50 and the 

west bound at 15:45. The Wolseley arrived at 13:35 and 

left at 16:05. It took passengers only once a day. There 

were no Sunday trains. 

 

Up until the 1940s there were two passenger trains six 

days a week. When the train came in from the east at 

5:30 p.m., there were often twenty or more people at 

the station to meet it. There was also the Reston - 

Wolseley mixed train every other day and lots of freight 

trains. As many as 18 trains a day came through Reston. 

There was a station agent. He had a helper and there 

was also a night operator at the station. 
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We Made the R.M. of Pipestone  
Merchant 
 
Tailor Alfred Archer 
 

 

 
LFRED ARCHER WAS BORN IN LITTLE BRITAIN, 
Ontario. He studied tailoring as an apprentice before he 
came west on a "harvest train." After settling briefly in 

Hartney, where he worked for Fry's as a tailor, he came to 
Reston. Donnely's Gent's Furnishings was a store already 
established in Reston. Mr Archer set up shop at the back of the 
store and when Donnely sold out, Mr. Archer bought the 
business.  
 
Mr. Archer was a professional. In 1910, he went to Chicago for 
further training. He always took pride in his work but it was 
still secondary to his love for nature. His interest later changed 
to gardening and the preservation or improvement of the 
environment as it is now called. He understood the balance of 
nature and recognized the damages of using pesticides and 
herbicides, a position which did not become popular or 
accepted until after his death. He promoted the planting of trees 
and flowers and especially encouraged tree planting for 
"shelter belts" around farmlands and parks. In 1962, his work 
was recognized when he received an Honorary Life 
Membership to the Manitoba Horticultural Association. 
 
It is for his work on the grounds of the Reston Memorial Park 
that Mr. Archer is most fondly remembered. He was involved 
in the planning and creation of the park. It was he who 
suggested that a park was the appropriate place for such a 
memorial and selected the location, based on suitability of the 
soil. He raised shrub and perennials in his own back yard, as 
funds were scarce. He acted as park supervisor until he left 
Reston in 1967. 
 
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, page 499, 528 
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The Small Town Tailor Shop 
 
A former worker remembers the operation of Mr. Archer’s 
shop: 
 
"A. Archer the Tailor" was once an advertisement familiar for 
miles outside the Reston community. His advertisement in the 
Recorder; “Archer's Tailored Clothes are Unequalled for 
Service", was the absolute truth for no garment left his shop 
until the work was perfect. 
 
"Foremost in my memory is Mr. Archer's fairness, kindness, 
and good humour. The shop was well lighted and comfortable, 
though steamy at times from using the press which was just 
new then. One of the girls helped him spot clothing brought in 
to be pressed. The really dirty clothes were sent away to be dry 
cleaned, to Perth's, I think. This was before the dry cleaning 
plant was installed. 
 
“When I was there, I think he employed six to eight girls. Miss 
Jessie Affleck was head tailoress. She was a pretty, ladylike 
spinster in her forties. As apprentices, we got $24.00 a month. 
Every closing time, the young ones had to sweep and dust 
under the strict supervision of Tina and Miss Affleck. We 
worked from eight a.m. to six p.m. with an hour off for lunch. 
 
“All of Mrs. Archer's lovely suits and dresses were made there 
and those of many of the town ladies. Dr. Chapman had all of 
his shirts tailor-made. I remember the girls delighting in 
embroidering lazy daisies on the shirt tails, I'm sure Mr. Archer 
knew about it but said nothing. All buttonholes and buttons 

were sewn on by hand and only the experienced girls did the 
button holes. 
 
“We were taught to overcast all seams by hand; this was called 
serging. For the padding in the lapels of suits and overcoats, we 
had to join two pieces of cloth together without a seam. This 
was called stealing. 
 
We sat at counters with our feet on stools to do the hand work. 
The counters were also used for laying out cut pieces and for 
Mr. Archer to draft and cut his patterns. There was a counter 
down the west side and one down the east side of the 
workroom. They were by the windows and there was a long 
table down the middle which held the sewing machines.” 
 
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, page 499. 
  

 
Mr. Archer and his assistant in the shop. 
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Alf Archer and the Development of  
Reston Memorial Park 
 
“Visit our Memorial Park” are the words on the roadside sign 
just out of Reston on Highway Two. Those who do turn into 
the town and make their way to the park in the south east 
corner are greatly impressed. The townspeople know that much 
of the original credit must go to Alfred Archer, the tailor who 
loved nature.  
 
Reston and district wished to honour their war dead of 1914-18 
and so, with money raised by donations from the district, a 
cenotaph as bought. The public meeting which made this 
decision decided that this was more suitable than a memorial 
hall. There was one big problem however. It was the question 
of where would be the most suitable place to erect the 
memorial. 
 
Mr. Archer suggested the east side of town as the soil was 
heavy loam and cultivation would make it suitable for trees, 
shrubs and flowers. The committee followed Mr. Archer’s 
advice. They interviewed the CPR to whom the land belonged 
and they were given a very cheap price on two blocks on the 
east side. 
 
The committee had a park plan which they had received from 
the Manitoba Agricultural College. This had been drawn up by 
a person who was not acquainted with the site or the nature of 
the soil and Mr. Archer, when asked by the committee to do the 
planting, turned this plan down as not suitable. He drew them a 
rough plan on the back of the blueprint they had showed him 
and the committee was impressed. 

 
Mr. Archer consulted with a Mr. A.P. Stevenson who inspected 
shelter belts in the district. They had been friends since 1905 
and Mr. Archer respected his judgement. 
 
The park committee had no money to buy trees and shrubs so 
they were donated by people who had a surplus. Mr. Archer 
raised shrubs and perennials in his own back yard, brought 
trees from the Assiniboine Valley and exchanged trees and 
shrubs with people in other places. The small, soft speaking 
tailor knew and loved botany as much as he knew the art of 
making suits and coats and it is said that he was dedicated to 
the park to such an extent that the well being of his business 
may have suffered for it. 
 
The first planting was in 1922 when a shelter belt was planted 
around the park. Among those who donated trees, shrubs, and 
plants to the park, Mr. Archer in his writings, which for many 
years included a weekly "Park Notes" column in the Reston 
Recorder, has recorded:  Dr. A. B. Chapman; Scotch Pine 
behind the cenotaph, Colorado Spruce at entrance, Jack Pine 
north east of cenotaph, and some Black Spruce west of the 
playground. Mrs. Thomas Wilkins; flowering plum and roses. 
R. C. Bulloch; Koster Blue Spruce. Mr. Bulloch also used to 
sell cut flowers from the park. *Mrs. Munro (nee Eva Walker); 
White pine and Swiss Stone Pine. Mrs. R. Dickinson (nee 
Patricia Berry) Morden Blue Spruce. Other donors were Mr. 
and Mrs. Lawrence Wynn, Marjory Brady, Mrs. Ante (nee 
Mona Milliken), Wib Pierce, George Pierce, Rev. 1. Ross, Mrs. 
T. A. Bulloch, and Ernest Wilkins.  
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Alf Archer received no salary. At an annual town meeting, it 
was moved that he be given $100 a year, not as salary, but as a 
donation in appreciation of his services. At different times, this 
was raised and, in the last years, it was $400. In 1962, the 
Manitoba Horticultural Society honored him by making him a 
life member and the local park board followed suit with a 
surprise presentation of a purse of money. It was felt that 
something more should be done to honor this man who had 
taken the lead in making this village park a spot about which a 
local tribute said, "There is not a spot to equal it anywhere in 
the western part of the province, for a place of its size." So in 
1967 a memorial gate was erected at the west entrance to the 
park, with a plaque reading: "Erected in memory of Alf Archer 
who gave with complete dedication of his time and talent 
toward the development of this park. 1922-1967." 
  
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, pages 416-418. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Reston war monument is cast of Italian marble and it is topped 
by the figure of a Canadian soldier. The cost, when purchased, 
was $3,600. It was unveiled by Sir James Aikins, Lieutenant 
Governor of Manitoba, on June 30, 1922. Dr. Chapman read the 
names inscribed and the address was given by Lloyd Armstrong. 
The agenda stated that a parade then proceeded to the 
chautauqua tent where addresses were given by Sir James Aikins, 
Dr. Clingan M. P. P., Colonal Rattray, and John Williams M.P.P. 
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We Made the R.M. of Pipestone  
Services 
 
Barber Harcourt Berry 
 

HE FIRST VILLAGE BARBER was Harry Lusk who 
had a shop in the building north of the Brady Hardware 
on Main. This later became the harness shop. A Mr. 

Paul next opened up in the old Wilcox building which Mr. 
Munro had used for the store before building the present stone 
structure. The Berry barbershop today is on approximately the 
same site. 
 
Mr. Paul moved west in 1910 and the Berry family took over 
the Reston barber business. Lew Berry was first. He had 
learned barbering along with his brothers in the east and had 
had a barber shop in Toronto. Meanwhile, his brother Harcourt, 
also a barber, had come to Woodnorth about 1912 and set up a 
barber shop there. Lew's health failed and about 1915, he sold 
the shop to Harcourt and briefly went into groceries in Reston 
and then set up business in Cromer.  
 
Harcourt brought his bride Mary to Reston and remained to 
operate the barbershop and pool room for about fifty years. He 
died in 1967 and by that time his son Boyd, who had gone into 
the barbering business with his father when very young, was 
operating the shop.  
 
Some things stay fresh in memory, some fade in the mists of 
time. I can still see the magical transformation that took place 
any Saturday night in Reston in the twenties. The old Harcourt 
Berry Barber Shop had a rare addition, a public bath tub. The 

water was heated, if memory serves, by a twin flame coal oil 
burner. The water was in a copper boiler with a lid. The 
customer, dirty, bewhiskered and tousled from six days in the 
harvest fields and from sleeping in the hay, was be-aproned in 
the chair, shaved and hair trimmed, ears and nostrils too. Then 
off to the tiny bathroom with his satchet of 'good' clothes or 
'Sunday best'. In half an hour, the metamorphosis was complete 
from worm to butterfly. Out came a complete stranger and not 
the man who came in front. Blue suit, white shirt, dark tie, 
handkerchief in lapel pocket, shiny shoes, all ready to do up the 
town.. The switchabout would hold for Sunday church too, 
lunch at the Chinese cafe, and lucky enough perhaps to have 
dinner with friends. 
 
 

 
On the wall of Berry's Barber Shop there was a board on which tickets were hung. 
Patrons bought a card for a dollar and this was worth six shaves. The card was 
punched after each shave. This served as a bill or old fashioned credit card too 
for, on the back, was the family name and their bill for haircuts.  
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Among those who worked at the barber shop were Blake 
Boulton around 1918, and Frank "Shorty" Long who later set 
up his own business in the hotel. The only other barbershop 
was the one which R. V. Cusack had in the lobby of Reston 
House Hotel. There was one chair. Occasionally Mr. Cusack 
cut hair himself but Frank Long and Fred Busby did barbering 
there. Mr. Long had left Berry's abut 1934 and gone to 
Carnduff. After serving in World War Two, he came back to 
work at Reston House. 
 
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, pages 444-45. 
 
 
‘Beauty Specialist’ Miss G. Moore 
 
In the late twenties, Harcourt Berry also had a ladies' beauty 
parlor. The Berry advertisement in the Recorder read, 
"Tonsorial Artist and Beauty Specialist." This beauty specialist 
was Miss G. Moore who came two days a week to do ladies' 
hairdressing. 
 
Holga Sunburg rented the former dentist's office in the barber 
shop building during the forties. She also, before or after, 
operated the Famous Beauty Salon in the building between the 
bank and the Canada Cafe where Mrs. Clark had had her hat 
shop. 
 
During the thirties, and forties the N u Art Beauty Salon was in 
the building which is Reston Ceramics. Lottie Slossen came 
from Virden and Marion McLean (Kenner) and Ann Henuset 
(Goudie) came from Melita on certain days to operate this 
salon. Clare Deacon (Armstrong) assisted Lottie Slossen and 
then did hairdressing in her own home. In the thirties, Branche 

Reece operated from her home too. Her father was mail clerk 
on the Reston Wolseley Line. These girls gave finger waves 
and, in the shops, gave permanent waves with the use of 
electrically heated curlers. 
 
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, pages 444-45. 
 
 
 

 
Beauty parlour treatment from the early 1900s. (Provincial Archives of Manitoba) 
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We Made the R.M. of Pipestone  
Services 
 
Laundryman Lee Hen 
 
In the early 1900s there was a great need in the village for a 
laundry. Labourers, railroad men, and others among the 
bachelors welcomed the day in the early 1900s, when Lee Sam 
came to town and established a laundry at the corner of 
Railroad Avenue and Second Street. 
 
Lee Sam was there until 1913 when he left for the city and Lee 
Hen took his place. The laundry closed about 1921. Bert 
McKay remembers what that old laundry was like: 
 
The laundry was a rough affair, west of the Townsley Garage, 
with a lean-to on the side and on the back. His cooking was 
done in one or two skillets, or pots, on the wall. His tea kettle 
was brass and very heavy.  
 
The counter just inside the front door served for business with 
customers, and, in quieter times, as an ironing board. The 
shelves at the side were obviously too few, as laundry was 
piled high. To the left was the big stove, a basic item in the 
operations. Around the pot-belly part was a rail, allowing the 
irons to sit at an angle, tips almost touching the hot iron. The 
top of the stove was big enough for his large pressing iron. 
 
Looking to the back of the shop the customer could see the 
tubs, and a huge iron mangle for the bedding, sheets, carpets, 
etc. It was a man-size job to turn the handle on that monster. 

The owner was about forty pounds too light for the job, but he 
had found the knack. 
 
Those were the days of the stiff celluloid collar. Mr. Lee had a 
mix that resembled the celebrated curds and whey, and with 
one swipe with a cloth dipped in that concoction the collar was 
white as new. Some men had boxes which provided room for 
seven stiff collars. One box was at the laundry one week, and 
the other in use. 
 
Outside the back door could be found the custom-built cart for 
Mr. Lee's deliveries. He did a brisk trade with the local hotel, 
and with the homes of some of the people of considerable 
means. The laundryman was a familiar sight on the streets. One 
lady in Reston insisted that her laundry be delivered just before 
one o'clock. She knew her neighbours would be at the sink by 
the window at that moment. 
 
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, pages 501-502. 
 

 
Interior view of a Chinese laundry. 
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We Made the R.M. of Pipestone 
Services 
 
Tinsmith R.C. Coleman 
 

 
Interior of a tinsmith shop. 
 
 
 

 
HE FIRST TINSMITH work was done in the Manitoba 
Hardware. They had a shed on the side which they used for 
that purpose and they hired James Fumerton to do the work. 

Mr. Fumerton soon opened his own hardware and, in April, 1921, R. 
C. Coleman took over the Manitoba Hardware tinsmith department. 
In his first years in Reston, he owned only a motorcycle and he 
travelled in this with his wife along in the sidecar. 
 
Mr. Coleman soon branched out on his own and opened up in the 
Baldwin Block south of the butcher shop. He worked out of this shop 
until about 1930 when he moved, for a brief time, to a part of the 
Mennie Block at the south end of Main Street.  
 
When Manitoba Hydro came to Reston, the old electric shop just east 
of Lockhart's Garage on Railroad Avenue was closed down. For a 
time, Manitoba Hardware used it for storage but, in the middle 
thirties, they sold it to Mr. Coleman who carried on business there, 
until he retired in 1956. Mr. Coleman installed local furnaces and 
also did plumbing, when the time came that such facilities replaced 
the old fashioned commodities. 
 
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, page 503. 
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We Made the R.M. of Pipestone  
Communications 
 
Newspaper Owner Frank Manning 
 

RANK AND ARTHUR MANNING CAME WEST to 
teach in 1900. Frank taught at Swan Lake and Roland, 
and Arthur at Cypress River. Frank left teaching and 

founded the first newspaper in Roland, called the Roland News. 
In 1905 the two brothers moved to Reston to start up a 
newspaper here, called the Reston Recorder. That same year 
Arthur was hired to teach in Reston, and Frank stayed with the 
paper until his death in 1945. 
 
The Recorder itself is the source of the information of how this 
all came about and its progress through the years. The 
Mannings were looking for a place to establish a newspaper. E. 
A. McBain, manager of the local hardware heard from his 
bookkeeper about the Manning quest and he contacted them. 
At Eastertime, the Mannings made a visit to Reston and within 
twenty-four hours, property was purchased and plans made to 
erect an office and home. J. B. Stallwood was given the 
carpenter contract and by early July the building was ready for 
occupation.   
 
On July 13, the printing plant was unpacked and work was 
started on getting out the first edition. The first issue was dated 
July 25, 1905, and it was in the post office the next day. It was 
an eight-page edition with four pages of home print and four 
pages of boiler plate. 
 
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, page 582 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Reston Recorder 
 
The Recorder, always a sounding board for Reston and district, 
has been the piece of mail most eagerly awaited during the 
week and the most thoroughly read.  
 
The home print was done on a Washington hand-press with a 
hand set type, which meant that every letter was picked 
individually from a case and, following the printing, 
redistributed back into the case for further use. 
 
Later the diamond press was in turn replaced by a heavier 
Wharfdale and this in turn was replaced by a Cottrel. These 
were cylinder type presses, which speeded up the operation. A 
linotype was purchased in 1916 and did away with most of the 
hand setting of the type. This hand-setting had mostly been 
done by older boys who came in after school. 
 
A Heidelberg for job printing was purchased about 1945 and a 
newspaper folder was installed where previously the papers 
had been folded by hand.  
 
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, page  428 
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We Made the R.M. of Pipestone  
Medical Services 
 
Nurse Eliza (Challener) Smith 
 

LIZA CHALLENER was a young nurse who had come 
west from Toronto in response to an invitation from 
Reston's doctor, A. B. Chapman. One of her 

assignments was looking after a man whose disposition was 
reportedly unpredictable if not uncontrollable. Consequently, 
the municipal council decided that the attending nurse should 
herself be attended by a man during her night duty at the sick 
man's house. Reluctant to delegate the task, a young Councillor 
named A.E. Smith took the duty himself. While the patient got 
expert care, Mr. Smith made Eliza's acquaintance and, before 
long, married her. 
 
Their four children were not yet teenagers – in fact, the 
youngest was only four – when the 1919 influenza epidemic 
placed heavy demands on Mrs. Smith, one of very few 
qualified nurses in the district. For a time she quarantined 
herself, living in a shed at the farm, separated from her family 
to diminish the risk of spreading the dreaded killer-flu. 
 
The Smiths' friendship with Dr. and Mrs. Chapman paralleled 
their mutual interest in community affairs: both families took 
leading roles in municipal government, recreation and the local 
fair among other community enterprises. In 1904 Mrs. Smith 
was the first lady to curl in Reston, and it is reported that she 
still would throw a few rocks into the 1970s. 
 
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, page 509, 602 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A traditional nurse’s uniform from the early 1900s. 
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We Made the R.M. of Pipestone  
Clergy 
 
Community Religious Leadership 
 

 
A Pipestone area minister on his way to a wintery Sunday service. 
 

 
HE ESTABLISHMENT OF RELIGIOUS SERVICES 
was an early priority in the Pipestone settlement, as it 
was across Manitoba. Throughout the 1880s a home or a 

school house often doubled as a place of worship. Building a 
church would have to wait.  
 
Mrs. Bulloch, in Pioneers of the Pipestone gives this excellent 
account of religious life in the new community: 
 
“The first church service on record was held out of doors on 
the banks of the river. A shelter for the oxen been built and 
under this a few men gathered. A missionary had come to pay a 
visit to these earliest settlers and he gathered a few of them 
together and held his first service. 
 
Among those present were Mr. George Campion, who gave the 
writer an account of the meeting, Mr. James Lothian, Mr. 
Walter Crask and some of the McKinnons. Rev. Dow visited 
the settlement on May 15th, 1883, and it is altogether likely it 
was he who held this service on the river bank. 
 
On August 12th 1883, the first service in a building was held at 
the McKinnnon’s, some thirty being present. 
 
On August 31st, 1884, the organization of the Presbyterian 
Church took place, the service being held in McKinnon's barn 
loft, about fifty being present; the Reverend Doctor Robertson 
officiated at this meeting. Managers elected to carry on the 
work were: Thomas Bulloch, George Forke, James Lothian, J. 
McKinnon and G. Hatch.” 
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The first man to be stationed in the district was Reverend Haig 
who preached at McKinnon's and then at a second appointment 
at the home of Mr. Thomas Bulloch. 
 
Reverend McLean was the second minister to be sent to the 
district and the third, Reverend McLeod. These men preached 
at McKinnon's and Bulloch's and this arrangement was carried 
on until the building of the school house in 1887. The services 
held in the school drew people from a very large territory. 
Many splendid men ministered to the people during these years 
and it was not an easy task, especially during the winter 
months. 
 
After the first years when the men already mentioned took 
charge of the work, a long list followed and among those who 
come especially to mind are the Reverend G. Gunn, whose 
home was at Selkirk, and who was a descendent of one of the 
prominent families in the first days of the Red River 
Settlement, and Reverend J. A. Bowman, who was later head 
of the Employment Service in Winnipeg. 
 
Another man who came a bit later but can still be included 
among those who served in the early days was Reverend 
McQuarrie, an elderly man of splendid education, who had 
taken a medical course as well as his theological training. His 
ministry was very greatly appreciated but the work was harder 
for him as he was not accustomed to pioneer conditions and the 
getting about from place to place in winter months was rather 
an ordeal.  
 
In 1889 the Methodist Church sent Reverend Halsell to the 
district and from that time the two denominations were 

represented, the services being held in the school house and 
each minister having other appointments. In this church also 
many fine men ministered and it was that body, which after the 
town began, erected the first church in Reston. 
 
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, page  462 and from Pioneers of 
the Pipestone. pages 31 – 33. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Anglican Church at Cromer hosted Archbishop S.P. Matheson in 1900   
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We Made the R.M. of Pipestone  
Medical Services 
 
Doctor Alva Burton Chapman 
 

 

 
LVA BURTON CHAPMAN was born on a small farm 
near Gananoque, Ontario on June 27th, 1863 and went 
to school as far as grade eight. As a youth and young 

man, he did carpenter work and lumbering in Ontario and in 
Michigan. U.S.A. In Michigan, he operated the lumbering 
machinery for an uncle and before long had his papers as a 
master mechanic. Later, he went to work for a lumber firm at 
Clayton, New York and having married at the age of twenty-
six, established his home there. 
 
He enrolled in the medical course at Queen's University in 
Kingston, Ontario, studying his high school work at night and 
in the summer he did carpentry to finance his way through 
university. 
 
After graduating in 1899 at the age of thirty-six, and practising 
for s short time at Matick, Massachusetts, Dr. Chapman 
decided to go west to British Columbia in 1900. On the way he 
stopped off to visit a cousin, George Chapman, at Reston. His 
medical services were in such demand that he never left the 
town. Mrs. Chapman joined him and they settled in Reston 
where he also opened a Drug Store 
 
In 1907 he built the present corner brick building which served 
as the drugstore from 1907 to 1981. He also built the County 
Clerk’s Building in 1910. 
 
Although Dr. Chapman was then over-age, he managed to 
enlist during WWI. In May 1915 Captain Chapman was at the 
First Canadian Hospital at Etaples, near Boulogne and he was 
posted to the Third Canadian Field Ambulance for over two 
years, seeing much fighting. He was wounded at Vimy Ridge, 
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