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A Day in the Life of a General Store 
 
The small-town general store, also known as mercantiles and 
emporiums, were essential aspect of commercial activity in small-
town life, and saw their heyday in the period between 1880 and 
1930. 
 
These establishments served the rural populations of small towns and 
villages and the farmers in the surrounding area. Besides selling dry 
goods, farming equipment and other supplies, they sometimes also 
served as the local post office, drugstore and undertaker. They were 
also a popular meeting place for socializing and news gathering. 
 
The storekeepers stocked their establishments with merchandise 
procured from salesmen who represented wholesale houses and 
manufacturers found in larger cities. Merchandise selections were 
often large and varied, though most of the items available for sale 
were those of necessity. As people and businesses prospered in the 
economy during the 1890s more luxury items were introduced into 
the store inventories. The expansion of the railroads, the advent of 
mass production and technological advances such as the refrigerated 
railcar to transport perishable foods all combined to escalate the 
national distribution and variety of goods that were available in the 
stores. 
 
Most of the wall space in a general store was taken up with shelving 
to store and display for the merchandise; likewise the floors were 
crowded with barrels, wooden boxes and crates. Store counters were 
good for holding display cases for the smaller items, a coffee grinder, 
scales and a cash register. Many stores had a display window or two 
in the front of the building. Cellars, basements and second floors 
were used for storage of merchandise and displays. 

 
 
The proprietors of general stores knew almost all of their customers 
and they were adept at anticipating their needs. It was not uncommon 
for articles to be sold on credit or for payment to be accepted in the 
form of bartered goods. 
 
What were some of the items that could be found in a general store?  
 
Food and consumables included coffee beans, spices, baking powder, 
oatmeal, flour, sugar, tropical fruit, hard candy, eggs, milk, butter, 
fruit and vegetables, honey and molasses, crackers, cheese, syrup and 
dried beans, cigars and tobacco. 
 
 
 
 

 
Aerial view of Reston, ca. 1900. 
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Dry goods included bolts of cloth, pins and needles, thread, ribbon, 
silk, buttons, collars, undergarments, suspenders, dungarees, hats and 
shoes. 
Essential items such as rifles, pistols, ammunition, lanterns, lamps, 
rope, crockery, pots and pans, cooking utensils and dishes, farm and 
milking equipment and even coffins could be found. 
 
The apothecary sections of the stores were well represented with a 
surprisingly large number of patent medicines, remedies, soaps and 
toiletries and elixirs. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Larger General Stores, such as the G.S. Monroe Store in Reston, 
featured a well-stocked millinery department. This image from 1920 
shows Miss Cutting and Miss Mabel Abercrombie at work. 
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The World of Commerce, In Pictures 
 
 

 
East side of Reston’s Main Street in 1908, showing the Cates Block, 
Baldwin Block, fire wall, Butcher Shop and Canada Café. 
 

 
 
 

 
Sinclair Main Street, 1909. 
 
 

Pipestone Main Street. 
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We Made the R.M. of Pipestone  
Tradesperson 
 
Cromer Blacksmith & Implement Dealer 
Edward Walker 
 

 

 
DWARD WALKER was born on September 9, 1881, at 
Greenfoot Old Hutton, Wesmorland, England; and on 
September 6, 1881 Mary Agnes Sargent was bom in 

Wolverton Station, Buckingham, England. They were married 
on January 7, 1903. Mr. Walker was a blacksmith by trade and 
continued this line of work when they immigrated to Canada. 
 
In the spring of 1910 the family immigrated to Canada, making 
their first home in Virden, in what is known as the Terrace 
Building. Edward started a blacksmith and machinery business 
in Cromer, travelling back and forth to Virden until that fall 
when the family moved to Cromer. Edward and son Ted 
farmed at Cromer and had purebred Hereford cattle which they 
showed at local fairs and in Brandon. 
 
Edward and Agnes (Granny as everyone called her) Walker 
were faithful supporters of the Cromer Anglican Church. They 
worked for progress in everything: Church, school, sport, 
picnics, war or peace. They were very much a part of Cromer – 
their town where he served as J.P. for several years. 
 
Edward held the oldest Massey-Harris agency in Canada at the 
time of his retirement in 1963. His shop was a bee-hive of 
activity in not only work but information. If you were waiting 
for your horse to be shod or a repair to be fixed and it was 
mealtime you were always welcome at their table. They 
celebrated 60 years together on January 7, 1963. Agnes passed 
away on March 15. 1963 at Reston after a short illness. Edward 
went to live with daughter Anne and family at Manitou, where 
he passed away January 15. 1974. 
 
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, page 132 
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A Day in the Life of a Blacksmith 
 
For the early settlers, the blacksmith was perhaps the most 
essential tradesman. Not only did he make the iron parts for the 
first farming implements, he also could repair all iron objects 
by hammering them by hand on an anvil. 
 
After heating the iron until white-hot, the blacksmith would 
then shape and wield a multitude of objects from it, including 
carriage bolts and wheels, iron work, cooking utensils, and 
most importantly, horseshoes. 
 
Blacksmiths who made horseshoes were called farriers, derived 
from the Latin word for iron. At a time when horses were the 
only means of transport, the blacksmith was important to not 
only individual farmers and travelers. but also to merchants 
whose businesses depended on transporting their goods to other 
places. Also, because they spent much of their time shoeing 
horses, blacksmiths gained a considerable amount of 
knowledge about equine diseases. 
 
The new industrial output of the late 1800s allowed the smith 
to improve his shop. With a small boiler, steam engine, and a 
system of overhead shafts, pulleys, and leather belts, the 
formerly hand operated shop equipment like the post drill, the 
blower, and other equipment could he easily powered. The 
small belt powered machines like the Little Giant trip hammer 
or its blacksmith built counterpart took its place in many small 
shops. Later, the "steam" part of the steam driven leather belt 
systems were replaced with small gasoline engines or electric 
motors. In time, many power hammers were fitted with their 
own electric motors. 
 

Many blacksmiths were manufacturers as well. 
Wagon boxes, the setting of wagon and buggy tyres, lathe 
turned parts for spinning wheels, the single bob manure 
sleigh, the making of sleigh runners, bolsters, bunks and 
tongues, and the custom manufacture of truck transfer 
boxes with cattle hauling equipment were some of the 
items fabricated with finesse befitting the labourers. 
Always, along with the aforesaid, there were the in- 
numerable interruptions to repair broken machinery as is 
wont to happen in a mixed farming area. 
 
 
 

 
Sinclair Blacksmith Shop (Manitoba Archives). 
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We Made the R.M. of Pipestone  
Merchant 
 
Implement Dealer W.A. Brady 
 

HE FOUNDER OF BRADY AND SON Hardware, 
William Albert Brady, came to Reston in 1898. He used 
to drive to the Pipestone-Reston district from Virden to 

take orders for farm implements and repairs, until it seemed 
more logical to settle in Reston. He built a home and an 
implement warehouse and he went about the country taking 
orders for farm implements and repairs, so he got to know the 
people. 
 
In 1914-15 the implement store was extended to include 
hardware, housewares, some furniture and china, and a lumber 
yard was built on the lot at the back. In 1915 practically the 
whole west side of the business district was burned to the 
ground, Mr. Brady’s premises included. They did save a great 
amount of pots and pans, showcases, etc., but were unable to 
get anything from the second floor, which was full of buggies 
and farm machinery. 
 
He set about rebuilding, on his previous site, the large brick 
block later called the Klusen Block. The south part of the block 
became the post office and there were apartments and storage 
space above. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
When Frank Brady returned from air force training in England, 
he joined his father in the business, which became known as W. 
A. Brady & Son in 1921. 
 
The Brady store stocked everything imaginable. Besides the 
usual hardware, there was axle grease and harness. Even a 
horse brush could be bought for 30 cents in the thirties. A good 
pocket watch cost $1.25 and a better one was $1.75. In 1929, 
he began selling lawn mowers. There were buggies and wagon 
parts stored in the second story. 
 
There was a gas bowser outside this store too, when horse and 
buggy days were over and the gentlemen of the town began to 
vie with each other to see who had the finest and newest 
automobile. Horses had their revenge however when a runaway 
team almost completely demolished the bowser and dragged it 
down the street. The store remained in the family until 1956. 
 
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, pages 495, 53. 
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Implement Dealers 
 
Albert Brady’s business as an implement dealer was a key one 
in Reston, and one that many other individuals also attempted 
over the years. All would have been very familiar with all lines 
of farm machinery, and of the firms that manufactured them. 
 
Prior to 1900, all manufacturing consisted of short-line 
companies: full-line companies emerged primarily as a means 
to overcome competition. International Harvester Company 
(IHC), for instance, was formed in 1902 as an amalgamation of 
the five largest existing manufacturers of harvest equipment at 
the time. 
 
Canada had two full-line companies: Massey-Harris (later to 
become Massey-Harris-Ferguson, and finally Massey-
Ferguson) and Cockshutt, both located in the Hamilton region 
of Ontario. The Massey Company at one time was the world’s 
largest manufacturer of farm equipment; however, it fell on 
hard times and went into receivership in 1988. 
 
It is important to make the connection between the blacksmith 
shop and farm equipment manufacture, as it has often been said 
that the innovations and progressive ideas for machinery 
improvements largely came from farmers.  

 
Key Farm Implements at 1900 
 
Gang Plow – a combination of two or more plows in one frame 
Harrow – implement for breaking up soil 
Broadcast Seeder – used for spreading seed 
Swather – machine to cut hay and cereal crops 
Thresher – machine used to separate grain from stalks and 
husks 
Wagons 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Newhouse and Opper threshing outfit in 1912. 
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We Made the R.M. of Pipestone  
Merchant 
 
Lumber Dealer William Busby 
 

 
 

 
ORN DECEMBER 20, 1837 IN FARMANAGH 
County, Ireland, William Busby came to Canada when 
he was eleven years old. Margaret Ann Ferguson was 

nineteen when she married William Busby. They were to have 
eight children. William, caught the "go west" fever that spread 
over Ontario and hit the trail in 1878. 
 
In 1880 he secured a homestead north of Gladstone. William 
secured lumber, built houses, schools, churches, and founded 
Orange Lodges. In 1883 he moved to a homestead just north of 
Indian Head, Saskatchewan. After years of drought, William 
looked eastward. The C.P.R. line was nearing Manitoba. In 
1888 he again uprooted his family, walking with the cows from 
Indian Head to the Lambton settlement in Manitoba, behind the 
family and the oxen. He homesteaded on the southeast quarter 
of 22-7-27 where he farmed until the railway came, at which 
time he moved to Reston and opened the first lumberyard 
there. The first load of commercial products delivered to 
Reston by rail was a load of lumber for their lumberyard. The 
original Busby homestead on the south half of 20-7-27 was in 
the Busby name for generations 
 
The first lumberyard became Pioneer Lumber, in 1893. It was 
on the east side of Third Street and to the west of what is now 
the Klusen Block. The business was taken over by Mr. H. 
McBain who conducted it until 1907. He sold the business then 
to W. A. Brady who at that time had only an implement 
business in a small building where he later built the Brady 
Hardware. 
 
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, page 542 and Pioneers of the 
Pipestone. page 23. 
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A Manitoba Success Story 
 

 
 
In 1906, Edward A. Konantz, owner of Citizen’s Lumber 
Company of Bow Bells, North Dakota, joined forces with 
Charles Lee, appointed as General Manager, and started North 
American Lumber and Supply Company (Limited). The 
conditions for the establishment of a lumber company were 
excellent, with a strong economic climate and the building of 
the Grand Trunk Railway across the Prairies offering the means 
by which outlets could be supplied. 
 
The partners opened their first lumberyard in Rivers, Manitoba, 
in 1907. By the fall of 1908, the partners had established 16 
more yards, with a total of 19 yards in place by the spring of 
1909. North American Lumber suffered through the Great 
Depression along with the rest of Canada, with the rural yards 

hit the hardest, but by 1936, 56 yards had survived the worst 
part of the depression. 
 
Through the ‘40s and ‘50s, North American Lumber continued 
to grow and diversify, meeting the ever changing needs of post-
war society, and purchasing several yards in Saskatchewan and 
rural Manitoba. In 1948, North American Lumber opened the 
Carberry yard. In 1954 the company purchased the Minnedosa 
yard from the Valley Lumber Company and the Brandon yard 
from Wade Lumber. The pre-fabrication plant that began in the 
1940s in Winnipeg prospered, as the demand for housing in 
Canada increased. North American Lumber made a great 
contribution through the extensive development of the “Ezy-
Built” business- garages, cottages, homes and farm buildings. 
The company also diversified into the construction industry 
with the founding of a new division – Ready-Mix Concrete. In 
1966, North American Lumber and Supply Company (Limited) 
and Citizen’s Lumber Company (Limited) amalgamated to 
form North American Lumber Limited. 
 
The mobile and modular home industry expanded throughout 
the 1960s and 1970s to meet an increasing need for housing in 
rural areas. North American Homes Sales continued to serve 
this market with sales offices in Lockport, Brandon, Reston 
and Warren. Today the company employs over 200 people in a 
variety of related sales and service companies including North 
American Lumber, North American Homes Sales, Ready-Mix 
Concrete, and Pre-fab Truss factory. 
 
 
Adapted from North American Lumber Co. Website: 
http://www.northamericanlumber.ca/our-company/history 
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We Made the R.M. of Pipestone  
Builder 
 
Carpenter Arthur Bushby 
 

 
The builder’s skill can be seen in this detail of the brickwork on the Berry 
House in Reston. 
 
 
 

 
ESTON, AS A TOWN, was very substantially built 
with the places of business largely of brick, stone, and 
stucco. The early businessmen built for permanency 

and many of the old buildings are still standing and in use 
today. Reston built beautiful homes too with brick used in 
many of the older ones. The old Jackson boarding house, now 
the Bloomer home, just east of Main on Railroad Avenue, 
stands as an example of this. 
 
It was the skill of the early builders which gave the business 
places and homes the permanence and beauty which can still be 
admired. Reston's first builder was William Busby who erected 
a building in conjunction with his business. It was he who 
supplied the lumber for the first buildings. Mr. Busby's first 
home was built behind the lumber yard. 
 
H. C. Evans, in company with Richard Smith, built or helped to 
build most of the first buildings. The Evan's son Wilfred was 
the first child born in the village and was also the first Reston 
man to die in World War One. James Stallwood was carpenter 
for lumberman William Busby. In 1905, he advertised in the 
Recorder as follows: “Contractor and builder is much too busy 
to write an add. Give him a call for anything in his line." 
 
Arthur Bushby came about 1916 and remained until 1930. For 
a brief time he had a carpenter shop next to the Burge Pool 
Room on Main Street. This was probably before the fire on the 
east side. He then built a carpenter shop north of what is now 
Lockhart's Garage. It was directly across from Maurice 
Ludlam's house which is the last one south on Third Street. Bill 
Mutter worked with Mr. Bushby and they built the first high 
school, the municipal office, other public buildings, and homes.

R
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An example of his building is the Archer house on Second 
Avenue West, now occupied by Dave and Irma Braddell. Mr. 
Archer himself did the fine beams on the dining room ceiling. 
Hazen Bigny worked for a time for Mr. Bushby and, in 1930 
purchased his shop. Both men went out into the country to 
build and on one occasion Mr. Bigny suffered a serious and 
lasting injury when he fell from I. Reid's bam loft onto a pile of 
stones and badly crushed his leg.  
 
Other Pipestone Area Builders 
 
In 1921, Royal Kendrick was doing carpenter work and 
mending chimneys in the village. He had a shop behind his 
house. R. Douglas who farmed south of town and Fred Hodges 
who lived in New England were early carpenters. Dave Wynn 
did carpentering and cabinet making. Frank Clark, father of Dr. 
Clark, had a cabinet shop in the old Eaton Photo Gallery east of 
the brick drug store. This later became the tailor shop. Mr. 
Clark built, among other business furniture, the long counter 
from which customers used to be served at Munro's Store. 
 
I. McAdam was a brick layer but for many of the larger public 
buildings, brick layers came from other places to do the work. 
William Pierce was a stone mason and did the stonework for 
the Munro Store. George Corbin was a stone mason, a brick 
layer, and a plasterer. The stone used for building was cut from 
large rocks, hauled to the site, and fitted. This made the process 
a feat of engineering for everything had to be done by hand. 

 
There was no ready-made wall board to be fitted  
into the interiors of buildings. The walls were plastered  
and their good looks and durability depended entirely on the 
skill of the plasterer. Reston was fortunate in having the 
services and skill of Fred Paul who came in the early 1900s. He 
was an excellent plasterer and some of his work remains in 
older Reston homes. He not only worked in Reston and the 
surrounding countryside but plastered hotels throughout the 
prairies. He plastered the Saskatchewan Hotel in Regina. 
 
I. S. Martin was doing paper hanging, kalsomining, and 
painting in 1905, in a manner which his advertisement said was 
sure to please. Ted Haines, a paper hanger and painter came in 
1902 and lived on Railroad Avenue. He worked until 1928 
when he retired because of poor eyesight. T. C. Wheeler was a 
painter and paperhanger advertising in 1918. Bill Peckam did 
painting and decorating also. A familiar figure in the town for 
many years was Hank Klusendorf who came up from the 
United States. He farmed at Sinclair for a few years and about 
1930 came to Reston to do paper hanging and painting. He 
worked at this until about five years before his death. He 
celebrated his seventieth birthday up on a ladder painting the 
ceiling of the Munro Store. 
 
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, page 483-84. 
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We Made the R.M. of Pipestone  
Merchant 
 
Butcher and Businessman Albert (A.E.) Smith 
 

 

 
LBERT E. SMITH CAME TO THE Elm Valley 
District with his parents and other family members in 
1888. For a short while, he delivered meat throughout 

the country from the farm but in 1899, he established a butcher 
shop in Reston. Except for a short time in the early 1900s 
(1907-1910) when he returned to his farm, he operated his 
Reston butcher shop for fifty-one years. 
 
Albert was the seventh of nine children born to James and Jane 
Smith (nee Duncan) who came from Lanark County, Ontario, 
when he was 13 then. He filed for a homestead of his own 
when he was 16. Besides farming, he took up the butchering 
trade, delivering meat from his farm and assisting a number of 
beef rings. In 1899 when he was 25, he established a meat 
market in Reston. In the meantime, he had also developed an 
insurance agency, which became his major business interest. 
 
One of A. E. Smith's personal projects was the improvement of 
the local cemetery. Evidently, some hasty burials during the flu 
epidemic of 1919-20 had aggravated disorganization at the 
graveyard. Smith brought strict regularity into the operation of 
the cemetery during his tenure as secretary-treasurer of the 
burial society. Headstones were straightened; plots laid out 
precisely; records kept up to date. Perhaps most notably, Smith 
brought small spruce trees from Riding Mountain National 
Park and planted these where no trees grew before, giving the 
Reston Cemetery its distinctive appearance ever since. 
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The Butcher Shop  
 
At first Albert Smith used an old office, which had been used 
in the first years as the municipal office, for his butcher shop. 
He quickly turned the site into a proper butcher shop and here 
he operated until the fire of 1916, which destroyed much of the 
east side of Main Street. 
 
He promptly set about building a new and better shop, a two-
storey brick structure with a lean-to on the north side to house 
the Soon Restaurant. In June 1916, though the building was not 
complete, he was back in business.   
 
After fifty-one years in business, Mr. Smith sold his butcher 
shop in 1950 and for a time continued in his insurance, which 
along with work in the Pipestone Municipal Council and other 
public duties, had more and more occupied his time as years 
had gone by. It was because he always had able assistants in his 
shop that he was able to take time for so many public duties. 
 
His advertisements in the Reston Recorder were always 
interesting and filled with philosophy. An example: "Yes, we 
have a very fine town and we also have a very fine meat 
market — but both can be improved." In 1908, he was 
advertising sirloin steaks at twelve and a half cents a pound. He 
also supplied the town with exotic meats. For Christmas, 1926, 
he was offering buffalo meat and dill 
pickles to go with it. 
 
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, page 494, 601 
 

A Beef Ring Building 
 

 
 
In his youth in the Elm Valley district Alex would assist at a 
number of beef rings. A beef ring facilitated the co-operative 
efforts of a rural community to ensure a supply of fresh beef in 
times before refrigerated storage was available. Each week 
during the summer a member of the beef ring supplied a steer 
to be kept overnight in the holding stall, killed and butchered in 
the compact but ingeniously equipped main room and then 
shared. Essentially a small slaughterhouse, like the structure 
illustrated above (in Gilbert Plains), completed in 1923, the 
utilitarian building thus belies its internal inventiveness: like 
the inclusion of a holding stall separate from the killing floor, 
the large wooden built-in hoist for lifting the carcass, a metal 
ring embedded in the concrete floor to secure the animal before 
slaughter, and the row of large nails along two walls, each 
numbered, where the members’ portions of beef were placed in 
sugar sacks. Beef rings played an important role in rural food 
supply until the advent of home freezers and locker plants in 
the1940s and 50s. 
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We Made the R.M. of Pipestone  
Industry 
 
Seed Merchant Colin C. Campbell 
 

  
An old seed catalogue from 1898. 
 

 
The CPR roundhouse used as a seed warehouse. 

 
OLIN C. CAMPBELL was born in 1872 at Iona 
Station. Ontario, and died in 1959. He married Minnie 
McLandress in 1902 at Dutton, Ontario. Mrs. Campbell 

was born in 1886 and died in 1957. C. C. Campbell was a horse 
drover in the Dutton, Ontario area and first came to the Reston 
area in 1901 bringing horses for sale from Ontario. He sold 
principally through the Souris to Arcola district, later 
establishing a sales and livery barn with his cousin Archie 
Campbell, trading as Campbell & Campbell for a number of 
years. The horse business was sold to McCurchy Brothers and 
the Imperial Oil to Archie Gregg. Mr. Campbell had a Buick 
agency for a number of years. Until 1935 he was mostly 
engaged in farm real estate and insurance, besides a shipper of 
clover and grass seed to the U.S.A., operating out of Portage la 
Prairie and Dauphin. 
 
He purchased the old C.P.R. roundhouse at Reston around 
1936 or 1937 to be used as a seed warehouse. Cleaning 
equipment was installed and it gradually developed into a retail 
and mail order outlet for farm seeds of all kinds, operating 
under the name Colin C. Campbell & Son. Feed manufacturing 
machinery was added as well as feed lot for cattle. This 
employed four to twelve persons year round, and usually 
operated 24 hours daily during winter months. The main 
volume was in registered grains. One result was that the area 
served by the plant contained the highest concentration of 
registered seed growers in the province and this situation is 
probably still maintained. The plant continued in operation 
until 1969. The main volume of business was the export to the 
U.S.A. with occasional shipments to Europe, Africa and India. 
 
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, page 442. 
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We Made the R.M. of Pipestone  
Merchant 
 
Jeweller E.H. Berry  
 

 
Mr. & Mrs. E.H. Berry 
 

 
DWARD HANLAN BERRY HAD COME WEST in 
1899 to work in the harvest fields. He was only in the 
area a short time and returned to Ontario where he 

apprenticed as a jeweller, worked as a barber, and married his 
wife Bertha. In 1905, Mr. Berry came back with his bride to 
settle in Reston and operate a jewellery store. They lived and 
worked at first in what later became Gary's M. and M. Store. 
He soon built what is still known as the Berry Block. It was 
just north of the Manitoba Hardware. The Berrys lived there 
and for about twenty years the jewellery business and watch 
repairing was carried on. 
 
After the fire which destroyed Manitoba Hardware, he became 
a partner in the new company and in 1924, he purchased the 
business and it became E. H. Berry's Hardware and Lumber. 
He combined this as years went on with his jewellery business, 
the selling of fuel, a machinery business, and a farm at 
Woodnorth. Mr. Berry even drove as far as Cannington Manor 
in Saskatchewan to sell his jewellery. He sold wedding licences 
too and, long after the jewellery part of the business closed 
down, he was still selling wedding rings. 
 
His stock was excellent. In one advertisement, we can read of 
clothes dryers at $2.85 — not the kind we favour today 
however! Horse blankets were $12.50 a pair. E. H. Berry 
moved with the times however and in 1929, he was selling 
electrical equipment to a town just getting electricity. In 1948, 
he was offering electrical appliances to the rural people who 
were having hydro installed. In 1925, he installed one of the 
first radios that the townspeople ever heard. 
 
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, page 531.  
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