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land broken for cropping. A log house was built out by the road
allowance. This log house burnt down in 1891 and a frame
house was built nearer the creek.

Pioneer

By the year 1886, there were a number of children of school
age in the district. An acre of land was purchased from Mr.
Thomas Bulloch and the school was given the name of Reston,
suggested by the Millikens. The post office operated by
William Bulloch was also called Reston. The school building
was made use of for many events and concerts were held in it.
Peter Milliken's popular singing groups and classes were also
held in the schoolhouse. The name of the school was changed
from the name Reston to Lanark. However, when the C.P.R.
railway came through in 1892 they asked for the name Reston
for the town.

Farmer & Community Leader Peter Milliken

P

ETER ANDREW SCOTT MILLIKEN, THE TENTH
CHILD of George and Isabella, was born in 1849. He
grew up in the village of Coldingham, located
approximately three miles east and north of Reston, Scotland.

Peter completed his apprenticeship in carpentry in Newcastle,
and went to Glasgow to work as an interior furnisher for a large
shipbuilding firm on the Clyde. Several of the tools that he
used in making mouldings are on display in the Reston
museum. He married Margaret Handyside on June 9th, 1880
and later left for Canada.

During the summer of 1911 the Peter Milliken’s left the farm
for good and retired to Saskatoon, leaving their William to take
over "The Meadows". Peter died in 1934 and Margaret died in
1940. Both are buried in the family plot at Reston.

After staying briefly at Greenridge, near Emerson, and
Burnside just west of Portage la Prairie, they headed west to
settle on a homestead on the Pipestone Creek in 1882. Passing
through Brandon, Peter signed on land described as the west
half of 28-7-27 as recommended by the Lothian brothers. This
land, later known as “The Meadows," was held in the Milliken
family for over a century.

Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, page 586 and from Pioneers of
the Pipestone. pages 10, 38.

The first summer, 1882, the Millikens lived in a shack tent.
Mrs. Milliken was the first woman in the settlement and their
small son, George, was the first child. They moved back to
Brandon for the winter where Peter was able to get work as a
carpenter on the C.P.R. Station. In 1883 a daughter, Mary was
born to the Peter Millikens in Brandon. That spring the family
returned to "The Meadows" and spent the summer getting more
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Entertainment & Social life
As remembered by Alex Milliken
Young people of the community used to gather at our
home for musical evenings with my father leading the
singing. Special celebrations were held on Christmas
Day and New Year's Day, when the families gathered
at one of the homes, alternating between the Millikens
and the Lothians. It was a day of fun for young and
old. A team of oxen, later horses, hitched to a sleigh
provided the transportation. Straw, blankets, and hot
stones provided comfort to the travellers. The
youngsters spent the afternoon sliding down the creek
bank. First curling games were held on a pond in
Jimmie Lothian's yard using tin cans filled with water
and frozen for curling rocks. Games and charades
were organized. Individual songs by young and old
topped off by a general singsong brought the day to a
close. The wonderful hot meal of turkey, roast beef
and plum pudding was served to the visitors through
the day. A summertime picnic was always held at least
once a year at one of the families' homes along the
Pipestone Creek.

Views of ice skating in the early 1900s, suggestive of Alex Milliken’s
recollections opposite.
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close at hand, sallied forth; she crept as close as possible, then
aimed a blow at the beast which stunned him and he was easily
finished.

Pioneer

Mrs. Guthrie always claimed that it must, have been an old or
wounded animal, but sometimes that is the most dangerous
type and it was characteristic of her to accomplish her object
without waiting to consider the difficulties.

Mrs. Diana Campbell Guthrie

D

IANA CAMPBELL was born in 1868 at Resetta
County, Ontario. She joined her husband, Peter
Guthrie, on their new homestead in the Hillview area
in May of 1890. Ellen Guthrie Bulloch, pays tribute to her in a
chapter entitled “Interesting Personalities.” The passage is
worth presenting as written:

She did not, hesitate to hitch up the ox tram and go visiting
down to the "Settlement" as the present Lanark district was
then called. "When it is realized that this meant fording the
Pipestone at Milliken's Crossing, that the oxen not being driven
with reins as were horses, simply ran down the steep bank and
had to be persuaded up the opposite one with the whip, it will
be seen that it was a trip not to be lightly undertaken, but Mrs.
Guthrie was quite capable of making her visits and arriving
home in triumph at the end of the day.”

“Before the closing of this chapter a special word must be
written of Mrs. Peter [Diana] Guthrie. Although she did not
come in the very earliest days, when she did arrive on the
prairie in 1890 conditions had not changed very much, and
Mrs. Guthrie was exactly the type of woman to cope with the
difficulties and problems of the time; being most practical she
could turn her hand to any task inside or out, and one of her
accomplishments was the planning and building of a swinging
partition in her home. In the smaller houses of that time the
arrival of the threshing gang put a severe tax on the
accommodation and getting a sufficient space to set the
necessarily long table was a problem. Mrs. Guthrie solved the
difficulty by building a partition which at threshing time could
be turned back into a smaller room thus leaving the extra space
for the table.

Mrs. Guthrie died in Reston in 1946.
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, page 246 and Pioneers of the
Pipestone, page 47.

Another exploit of Mrs. Guthrie's was the killing of a wolf. The
animal had come near the buildings, been chased by the dogs
and had hidden in a hole near the stable. Mrs. Guthrie had been
watching, and catching up a heavy shovel, the only weapon
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come help her weed the garden and to pick some peas that were
ready for shelling. If they hurried, they might have time to get some
blueberries from the bushes.

Women and the Pioneer Life
The life and work of a person like Diana Campbell Guthrie can
be easily imagined from an extract from a website devoted to
the subject (www.bakerblockmuseum.org/womansday.htm):

Dora wouldn't get her clothes washed tomorrow since they were
going to town; the wagon trip would take all day. She hoped the boys
had left her some water. There were potatoes left from supper, so,
she'd fry them up, scramble some eggs and make some hoecakes for
breakfast. They would leave early and she would have to think of
something for their lunch on the road. She would have Della take it
to the spring in the morning along with the milk left over from the
butter-making process. She would keep the buttermilk, but she would
have a little butter to sell tomorrow.

“I'm going to weave a tale of one woman's workday.
Dora woke before daylight and reached for the chamber pot. She
needed no alarm clock; her internal alarm worked very well and the
rooster outside served as backup on a dreary day. Her husband would
not likely bother with the chamber pot when he got up, so she put it
on the far edge of the porch to empty later, and washed her hands
before grabbing a few sticks of wood for the fire. She stirred the
coals banked the night before and fanned them with a bit of frond till
flames licked her lighter knot shards.
A hearty breakfast was needed as the males would be out all day
looking for game. The cooler weather would reduce the insect
population and the meat would be cleaner and healthier. Summer
meant fly larvae just below the skin of the animals as well as some
fevers caused by a large infestation of pests.
They had used all the bacon canned last winter, but there was
smoked ham and sausage hanging in the smokehouse. She decided
on sausage, but would grab a deer ham while she was out there.
When she took the sausage from the pan, she would let the juices
cook down a bit for gravy. They kept milk and butter in a "spring
house" that was sturdy, but little more than a few boards knocked
together to keep out animals and to make sure a rise in water didn't
wash their supplies downstream.

Pioneer women in front of a Pipestone area homestead in 1898.

After setting the milk and water on the porch to warm in the sun, she
grabbed the chamber pot and walked towards her garden. She
stopped at the outhouse to empty the pot and called to the girls to
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HOMAS BULLOCH WAS BORN at Kirkintilloch,
Scotland in 1814, and came with his parent to Canada in
1820. He married Ellen Craig in 1838. Three of Thomas
and Ellen’s sons—profiled beklow—would come to the
Pipestone settlement in the 1880s and the parents would join
them in 1887.

Pioneers
Notable Family – The Bullochs

William Bulloch
William Bulloch, born May 20, 1848 was the sixth child of
Thomas and Ellen Bulloch. He was married on May 30, 1877
at Hopetown, Ontario to Christina Stewart, born December 23,
1855. He and his brothers, Thomas and William, all settled in
the Reston. When William and Christina first came west in
1881, they settled at Brandon on a part of the present
Agricultural Research Station.
They settled on the northeast of 28-7-27 in June 1889, with his
family. It was on this quarter section that the first Reston post
office was established in 1890 and operated by William. The
first library in the settlement, organized by the Pipestone
Mutual Improvement Association, was kept at the Bulloch
house. A second larger home was built on the southeast of 287-27 where they resided until about 1910 when they retired to
Reston. The Bullochs had eleven children and the farm
remained in the family for three generations.

The Bulloch farm at threshing time. T.A. Bulloch at the far left, then Robert Bulloch.

Adapted from Pioneers of the Pipestone, page 45
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Robert Bullock
Robert Bullock married Margaret Caldwell in 1870. Robert
came to the Reston area in 1882, and brought the family in
1885. Robert was present at the first meeting held to discuss
erecting the Lanark School. They celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary in 1930. Several of their children remained in the
area. Their son, Thomas A, married Ellen Guthie, daughter of
pioneers Mr. & Mrs. W.R. Guthrie.
Adapted from Pioneers of the Pipestone, page 21, 41

Thomas Bulloch
Thomas Bulloch came to the Reston area, arriving with his
wife Jane (McIlrath) in 1883. Thomas was involved in the
formation of a Presbyterian congregation, helping to organize
the first services in the region, which were held in the loft of
McKinnon’s barn on August 31, 1884. Services were held also
in the Bulloch home. When the time came to build a school in
the area a spot on the Thomas Bulloch farm was chosen.
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, page 540, 297 and from
Pioneers of the Pipestone, pages 21, 25, 41.

Pipestone pioneer view.
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HE FIRST FACILITY FOR HANDLING GRAIN in
Reston was a warehouse built in the fall of 1892 by
Deyell and Mann of Souris. During the first winter
some grain was hauled here. Alex Dickie was the buyer and the
first wheat marketed in the village was brought in by John
Stephens, an Englishman who farmed south of town.

Industry
Grain Buyer Tom Mutter

The Lake of the Woods Elevator was built in 1893 and
operated until it burned in 1950 and was never rebuilt. It stood
by the tracks at a point between Main Street and Third Street
and was opposite to the old electric building. It had a capacity
of 35 ,000 bushels.
The first power in this elevator was live horse power. The
elevator had a long pole in the centre and another pole going
crossways. The horse went round and round and a gear on the
end of an upright pole turned a shaft which went under the
elevator. A pulley on the end of the shaft ran a belt with cups
attached which lifted the grain. The wagons were loaded with
bagged grain and the grain was dumped from the bags by hand.
In later years, the wagons drove onto two timbers. The timbers
were let up and down by a wheel turned by hand. Later still,
the elevator was powered by a stationary gas engine.

Lake of the Woods Milling Company Grain Elevator at Reston, ca. 1912.

A Reston pioneer, Walter Brown, was drawing grain from the
farm of Peter Guthrie in 1912 and recalled the congestion at the
elevators at that time as wagons waited to unload. The elevator
soon plugged and sometimes loads went directly onto the
spotted cars. The average load was about seventy-five bushels
and this was pulled by two horses. There were also tank
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This elevator had been constructed in the dead of winter so the
foundation was poor and the workmanship perhaps not the
best. The lumber was hauled up the sides by a rope and pulley
which was pulled by horses. It was so cold that all the nails had
to be heated. The men shingling the roof had to scramble about
in heavy winter clothes and the village watched and expected
an accident but fortunately there was none. It was taken over in
turn by Pioneer Grain Company and then McCabe Company.
There were many grain companies and many changeovers in
those days for anyone who had a seat on the grain exchange in
Winnipeg had the right to build an elevator. Often there was no
operator there and it was just used for storage. Grain Growers
operated this elevator until June, 1948 when it was dismantled
and the material moved to northern Saskatchewan to be used in
an elevator there.

wagons which had a capacity of 125 bushels and were brought
to town by four horses hitched abreast. The four horses abreast
were too wide to go up the elevator gangway so the local dray
team was on hand to bring the load up.
John McBride was the first buyer for the Lake of the Woods
and he was followed by Alex McIllroy who stayed about two
years. Tom Mutter took over the elevator before 1910 and was
longer in service with Lake of the Woods than any other buyer.
He retired in 1934. Buyers who followed were: Jack Mutter
1934-42; Bert Mutter 1947-50; Reg Berry 1942-47.
United Grain Growers Limited Local No. 166 Reston was one
of the very early points for United Grain Growers Limited. The
records at U.G.G. headquarters in Winnipeg state that they
leased an elevator from the Manitoba Government in 1913.
This elevator was one of about 160 elevators built in Manitoba
at the turn of the century by the government of Premier R. P.
Roblin. Grain was never actually sold in these elevators but
was graded and docked and then consigned to another elevator.

Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, pages 425-26.

Winnipeg records say that the company leased the elevator
until 1926 and then purchased it. In February 1916 the United
Grain Growers elevator burned. The Grain Growers have no
record of who rebuilt the elevator but they did recommence
operations the next season, still apparently under lease. Besides
the purchase of this elevator in 1926, they record buying a
second elevator from McCabe Grain Co. in February of 1943.
The latter elevator was somewhere west of Main at a point
between First and Second Streets and had been built about
1926 by Victoria Elevator Company.
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ENRY WILLIAM ZARN was born in Walkerton,
Bruce County, Ontario, on April 7, 1880. He and his
brother Jack came west to Oak Lake. Manitoba was
where their sister Minnie was working in 1898. After working
on farms in the Oak Lake, Alexander and Brandon areas for
two years, they each took a homestead in the Municipality of
Pipestone near where the village of Ewart was later located.
They almost gave up proving their homesteads, when money
and food gave out, and it was impossible to get anything on
credit in those days. However, a neighbour, Albert
Gudmundson, encouraged them to keep going and also bought
them a supply of groceries to tide them over.

Ewart Pioneer
Farmer Henry Zarn

Henry married Ethel Amelia Goring born in Surrey, England
on April 15th, 1881, who had come to Canada at the age of
three with her parents, James and Ada Goring. Their first three
children were born in a sod house, which Henry and Jack had
built, there and rest of their twelve children in the larger frame
house which was built in 1905. Henry farmed first with oxen
and later with horses; and had his crops threshed by Jack
Gallin's outfit and later by Tom McKay's threshing machine.
When his own sons were big enough to help, he bought an
outfit of his own. They were good neighbours, helped in
community projects; and Henry was a school trustee for many
years. They lived on the homestead from 1902 until 1945,
when they retired to Virden, where they lived until 1959, when
Mrs. Zarn passed away. After that, Mr. Zam lived with his
family until he died in 1963. They celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary in Virden with almost all the family and
grandchildren present.
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, page 225.
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coming to the very home where my grandfather was born and
raised to 18 years of age.

Community Leader

The three sons, Joe, Dad and Kris got all mixed up as to
surnames. Joe was Johnson, Dad was Jonsson and Kris was
Kristjansson. Among Icelanders they were called the Bardal
brothers, the name they should have kept.

Kristjan Jonsson Bardal

From Belmont the promise of homesteads called again. These
were still available in the Sinclair area so here the family
moved, Grandfather, Joe and Dad each obtaining a homestead.
Grandfather's was just south of the G. S. Munro farm. Joe's was
next to it ad Dad's was one mile west of Joe's. This was in the
early 1900s.
Bardal Family picnic in 1909.

Grandfather with two others was instrumental in getting the
Bardal School built and his name was chosen for the new
school. He served the whole area as Commissioner or Justice
of the Peace for several years. He was a tall and handsome
man, very interested in the welfare of his community. He was
also a good farmer, especially fond of livestock. From starting
out in a sod house, he built u nice two-story frame house and a
good barn. Buildings were painted and well kept and he also
planted trees for a windbreak. After a short illness he died at
home in August 1911, a comparatively young man.

K

RISTJAN JONSSON BARDAL AND HIS WIFE
Thorey emigrated from the north of Iceland to Ontario,
Canada in 1878 with two little boys, Johann (Joe),
about two years and Sigurgeir (Ed), one year. They lived in the
Muskoka Lake and Winnipeg for some time before
homesteading in Belmont in 1886.
While in the Argyle area, Sigurgeir worked for a man named
Sparrow, herding cattle. Here he got the name Ed, which
stayed with him all his life. These Icelandic names were often a
source of embarrassment and explanation. My Grandfather
Kristjan was the son of Jon so he was Jonsson. When at
Belmont there was another Kristjan Jonsson. so Grandpa added
Bardel to his name, being the name of the valley he came from
in Iceland. In 1969 my husband and I had the great pleasure of

Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, page 664.
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HE HISTORY OF THE COMMUNITY OF SINCLAIR,
as presented in Trails Along the Pipestone, observes
that:

Community Leader (Sinclair)
John Milton

The history of the Sinclair Church began with a man
who had an idea, and that idea remained with him for
many years before it came to fruition.
That man was John Milton.
John Milton was born in Glasgow, Scotland, on Christmas day,
December 25, 1865. In 1892 he arrived in the Sinclair region
and homesteaded on NE 10-6-29. As the first settler in Sinclair,
it was he who encouraged others to come and settle here and
begin a new life in a new town. Slowly they arrived and began
to build shops, houses, and schools, and farmers from various
parts of the world settled all around the vicinity – and Sinclair
became an established fact.
Mr. Milton filled many roles in the new community. In 1898 he
was appointed post master and those duties remained in his
family for 78 years. He soon offered a stock of groceries and
other necessary supplies. School classes were held in their
home until a building was erected. He was Vice President of
the curling club.

John Milton was a driving force behind the construction of Sinclair’s
Presbyterian Church, seen here with Sinclair School.

But it was his role in establishing the Sinclair Presbyterian
Church that became his most enduring achievement.
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Previous to 1904 services were conducted by the Reston
minister. Rev. McAlister. Rev. J. G. Stephens from Reston
continued to hold services in the Sinclair School and the
Icelandic Hall from 1904 to 1908, when connections were
severed and Sinclair, Crescent and Broomhill were formed into
a Mission Field. The first managers of the Church were
appointed in 1908 when John Milton, J. H. McLandress, John
Bulloch and D. J. Brownlee were elected.

View of the Village of Sinclair - The Early
Days

About this time John Milton, along with other Sinclair
residents: James and Thomas Smith, John Bulloch, Alex
McDougall, Frank Stewart, Mrs. Miller, John Doerr, Fred
Payne, Bert Read, Jack and Ab. McCoy and Ed Salaway,
finally saw his idea take root when they decided that Sinclair
should have a church building. They called a meeting in the
Icelandic Hall and the townspeople turned out in force with an
excellent representation from the surrounding countryside as
well. A Mrs. Wiltshire read a statement at the opening of the
new church, which summed up the spirit of the enterprise:
A brother of the Episcopalian tendencies moved that a
Presbyterian Church be built. It was seconded by a
Methodist in all probability, so totally unsectarian was
the spirit of the meeting. It passed unanimously, and a
committee of diverse creeds, but of one mind was
appointed to undertake the work. And thus it was that
the idea became a living, breathing fact, and Sinclair
Presbyterian Church a reality.
On December 5, 1909 the church was opened and dedicated to
divine worship.
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, page 645, 651.
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LYDE JOHN CRAIG WAS THE SON of John Clyde
Craig of Lanark, Ontario, who brought his family to the
Reston district at, the turn of the century. Although
Clyde resided in the Pipestone Municipality for less than
twenty years, in that time he started and operated a number of
businesses, and was particularly influential in the early days of
the village of Ebor.

Merchant
Ebor Businessman C.J. Craig

Clyde lived in Reston In 1907 and 1908 he lived in Reston
where he bought a butcher shop, shipped livestock, and
homesteaded the SE of 28-8-29.
Later he started an implement business in Ebor and in Ewart. In
Ebor he purchased the poolroom and enlarged it for
implements. He built a large building beside it in 1909. He had
the post office and lived upstairs. He dealt in real estate and
insurance, was on the school board and was weed inspector. He
left Ebor for Edmonton but returned to live in the butcher shop,
then tore it down to build a blacksmith shop. He also operated
a store for a few years.
Adapted from Ebor Echoes page 73 and from Trails Along the Pipestone
page 755.
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The Village of Ebor
The village of Ebor was surveyed and settled beginning in
1906 with the establishment of the Reston Wolseley C.P.R.
Branch line. The village grew quickly with general stores, an
implement dealership, a boarding house, a blacksmith shop and
pool room soon established. The railway maintained a section
house and station, and two grain elevators served the district.

Ebor – 1910. Left to Right: The Craig Building, Implement Shop, Livery Barn, Store and
Ritchie Barn.

Ebor advertisements from 1910 and 1911.
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HE LONGEST ESTABLISHED GENERAL STORE in
Reston was known for seventy-two years as G. S.
Munro Co. Ltd. In the spring of 1893, Mr. Wilcox, a
pioneer merchant of Virden established a branch store in the
new village of Reston and put a young man named G. S.
Munro in charge. Mr. Munro liked Reston and in 1894 he
married Kate Campbell and settled in to become one of
Reston's leading citizens. Mr. Munro managed the business for
some time and then bought out Mr. Wilcox.

Merchant
General Merchant G.S. Munroe

Mr. Monroe kept Shetland ponies on his Sinclair area farm. He
and Kate we very involved in community affairs. He was
superintendent of the Sunday School for years and sang bass in
the choir all his life here.
He built the present stone building in 1902 and built up a large
business and drew patronage from many miles around. Munro's
was very versatile and brought in the best services for
customers. In 1921, Mr. J. Sibbald had graduated as a
practipedist and was looking after fitting shoes. They catered to
the ladies with a special millinery section on the second floor
and there were official spring and fall openings yearly.
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, pages 489, 493, 591.
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