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We Made the R.M. of Pipestone
NOTABLE PEOPLE FROM OUR COMMUNITY’S PAST
where possible we have also added information and details on
certain occupations and avocations so that readers can come to
fully understand and appreciate who these people were, what
they did, and how they did it.

T

HE THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE who have made the
R.M. of Pipestone their home over the years, since its
inception in 1884, have been a fascinating group, full
of strength and wisdom, wit and vigour, kindness and
foresight.

This booklet was developed through a project called Notable
People, an initiative of the Historic Resources Branch of
Manitoba Culture, Heritage and Tourism. That project allowed
us to develop a comprehensive inventory of potential
candidates, and to carefully analyze and assess the relative
significance of the 180 individuals profiled. We are grateful to
the Province for this support and direction.

Some of these people are also significant, key figures in our
history. They have either come to define the region by their
very being, or they have changed our communities through
their actions and decisions.
This booklet recognizes and honours these people.

It is easy at the turn of the 21st century to forget the origins and
qualities of Manitoba’s smaller communities. But at their
beginnings these were very industrious places, with young,
ambitious people, full of life, and with great dreams for their
new home. It is also important to recall that these places were
also self-sustaining, with nearly everything one would need
made at hand. Much of what was required for daily life was
manufactured here, from bricks to dresses, harnesses to flour.
Places like Reston, Pipestone and Sinclair and the smaller rural
communities surrounding them in 1900 was active, lively and
fun.

On the following pages you will encounter the collection of
people who have made a real difference. The useful way we
have chosen to explore and describe these people has been to
focus on traditional occupations and avocations. With one key
person typically defining each entry (a merchant, a barber, a
lawyer, a grain buyer, etc.) we expect that the rich and deep
experience of life and work in the Municipality of Pipestone
can be effectively and succinctly defined.
The people profiled in this booklet are special, but we have
also endeavoured to feature others with slightly lesser claims to
significance who help define or enhance a certain entry. And
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It is important to set the stage for the following stories, and we
are fortunate to have the words of Ellen Guthrie Bulloch, who
in 1929 created our first local history book, Pioneers of the
Pipestone. We quote often from that remarkable little book,
which we highly recommend to anyone interested in the early
days of “The Settlement” as the loosely defined community
centred around the Lanark School was called. Mrs Bulloch, in
her conclusion, wrote:

varieties grown. As the land was broken and the
prairie fires which burned over the land every season
in the first years no longer ravaged, the poplar bluffs
began to spring up around sloughs and have spread
until now the bare prairie of the early days has
disappeared entirely.
Today many of the men and women who bravely
faced pioneer conditions in this new land have
passed on to their reward and only those who lived
during that period or experienced like conditions in
some other part of the country can realize how much
courage, faith and endurance was required to carry
on in spite of all the difficulties encountered.

To trace the growth of the district from the very
beginning until the coming of the railway and towns
has been a most interesting, if rather a difficult
task….
Many changes have come about during this time and
it has been a wonderful experience to see the country
develop from the bare prairie without a tree or shrub
except along the river, to a country partially wooded,
with well built, homes, excellent gravelled roads,
and telephones at this time of writing.

Thus to this later generation is passed on the task of
upholding and carrying on the work so well begun
by the pioneers, trying to realize their dreams and
ambitions for this new land, and each individual
contributing his or her share towards that
development so far as possible. Realizing also as the
pioneers did that spiritual as well as material
development is necessary if the proper growth is to
be attained, may we go on keeping these aims and
ideals ever in mind, trusting and striving for the
fullest possible development lest we break faith with
those who have gone before, the Pioneers of the
Pipestone.

The very first crops were cut with scythe and cradle,
hay mowed and raked by hand, and threshing done
with horse power in some cases. Plows of one
furrow with one team of horses or oxen were used
and the whole process of farm work was much
slower than it is today.
Gradually the people began to realize the
possibilities of the soil and climate. More and better
gardens were grown, trees, shrubs and flowers
planted, fruit of many kinds, especially the smaller
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Community History
By the end of the settlement era three sets of tracks crossed the
Municipality of Pipestone. In 1892, the Canadian Pacific
Railway (C.P.R.) line had been extended from Souris into the
northern part of the R.M. and would eventually create the
towns of Pipestone, Reston and Sinclair. In 1902 a branch of
the Canadian Northern Railwas (C.N.R.) cut across and the
southern reaches putting Scarth, Woodnorth, Cromer and
Butler on the map. Shortly thereafter the C.P.R. created the
Reston-Wolseley line giving birth to Ewart and Ebor. By 1906,
farmers throughout the municipality had reliable connections
with the rest of the province allowing much easier marketing of
their produce and much improved access to agricultural
equipment and consumer goods

Some of these first settlers came with the hope that a rail line
would soon cross the district. That didn’t happen and it left the
people of Pipestone to make long trips for supplies and to
market their produce. That didn’t stop them from establishing
farms schools and churches, raising families, and generally
getting on with life.
For the first ten years after farming operations commenced, the
scattered rural nature of settlement in the area was
characterized by various small rural centres, often just a post
office, usually in a farm home, and perhaps with a school
which might double as a church and community hall. Lanark
School and nearby Reston Post Office which was located on
the Bullock farm, were once such community landmarks. Elm
Valley School and Post Office in the Cromer area was another
centre to the west. Manda and Woodnorth Post Offices were
central and Belleview was on the eastern reaches of the district.

The first towns may not have appeared until after 1890, but the
region itself already had a long and interesting history. The
wooded valley of the Pipestone had long been a place of
shelter, a gathering place for various aboriginal peoples, and a
buffalo hunting ground.
In 1881 the arrival of the transcontinental railway, first at
Brandon, then Oak Lake and Virden, allowed settlers easier
access to this territory. The first settlers in the Pipestone Valley
were Dan McKinnon and A. McLean who arrived on May 28th,
1881. They were followed within days by William and James
Lothian. Their names and others live on through mention of
McKinnon’s Crossing and Guthrie’s Grove in the local
histories.
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In 1892 the C.P.R. completed a line from Souris into the
northern part of the Municipality of Pipestone. The towns of
Pipestone and Reston were quickly established. Service to the
rest of the municipality was improved with additional lines in
the early 1900s.
With the arrival of rail lines we saw the usual creation of
villages centred around a railway station, elevators and a
cluster of services. Schools and post offices were then
generally moved to new locations in the village.
The establishment in 1892 of the towns of Pipestone and
Reston in the midst of well-populated and productive farmland
led to an initial burst of commercial enterprises. The usual
banks, general stores, drug and jewellery stores appeared.
Some of these would naturally be housed in quickly erectedframe buildings, but soon a few noteworthy buildings such as
the stone G.S. Monroe Store, the brick Berry House and Berry
Block and the frame Pipestone Presbyterian Church were
erected, all of which remain. Several of those built near the
turn of the century created the downtown streetscape in Reston,
the general outline of which does still exist today.

Reston in 1912.

In most Manitoba communities, the “Establishment” era is

defined by the replacement of pioneer log, sod and rough
lumber buildings by more ambitious constructions of milled
lumber. With that definition in mind the towns in the
municipality of Pipestone can be said to have almost skipped
the pioneer stage and proceeded directly to Establishment.
The rural areas of course did go through these phases. The
Consolidation period can be said to have started in the early
1900s with the erection of the several “downtown” brick
blocks in Reston, the Arlington Hotel in Pipestone and retail
expansion in general.
In the early years of the twentieth century Reston consolidated
its position as the primary trading centre for the region while
Pipestone, though a vibrant community, offered more limited
commercial services.
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Sinclair was created a little later and also offered a modest,
though vital, range of services. The villages created later along
the subsequent branch lines were always quite small but served
their role. Rinks and community halls, elevators and general
stores gave a physical presence to the even stronger underlying
reality – the sense of community.
As the Rural Municipality of Pipestone looks forward to the
next century it has taken steps to preserved important aspects
of its past, including the creation of the Reston Museum, and
the designation of several buildings, most notably the attractive
Municipal Office in Reston.
Sinclair.

This map from 1918 shows the changes brought by the railway.
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Pipestone’s Notable People
This list has been organized so that a sense of community
development is expressed via the entries – thus beginning with
pioneers, and then moving to merchants and services, and including
along the way various other notable occupations and avocations that
defined our community at this time.

William & James Lothian
Dan McKinnon
William R. Guthrie
William McDonald
Peter Milliken
Diana Campbell Guthrie
The Bulloch Family
Tom Muller
Henry Zarn
Kristjan Bardal
John Milton
C.J. Craig
G.S. Munroe
Edward Walker
W.A. Brady
William Busby
Arthur Bushby
A.E. Smith
Colin C. Campbell
E.H. Berry

Dave Anderson
Alfred Archer
Harcourt Berry
Lee Hen
R.C. Coleman
Frank Manning
Eliza (Challener) Smith
Community Religious Leaders
Dr. Alva Chapman
Greig Brothers
Anne Matthews
Robert Mooney
William Wilkins
Robert Forke
C.K. Cates
Ellen Guthrie Bulloch
The Chautauqua
Arthur P. Power
Colonel John G. Rattray
Clyde Caldwell
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N JUNE 1ST, 1881, THE FIRST SOD in the Pipestone
region was turned by William Lothian working for Mr.
Dan McKinnon and a little later he sowed by hand
seven acres of barley, the initial cultivated field and crop in the
district.

Pioneer Family
William and James Lothian

James Lothian, accompanied by his brother William, arrived in
the valley of the Pipestone Creek on May 30, 1881. Two days
before, on Saturday May 28, Dan McKinnon and A. McLean
had arrived. These four were the first white men to settle in the
Pipestone Valley.
The Lothian brothers were the sons of a Scottish tenant farmer.
In their time most of the farmland was held in large estates and
leased to tenant farmers on long leases. The Lothian family
consisted of seven sons and two daughters. For young
ambitious, hardworking men these conditions offered little
opportunity for prosperity. Britain was in the depth of an
agricultural depression. So James and William, after much
family consultation, and inspired by the aggressive advertising
campaign for immigrants conducted by the Canadian
Government, decided to emigrate and to take up homesteads in
Manitoba.
They arrived in Quebec City in early July 1880 and made their
way to Winnipeg. Then, in order to get a closer look at the
land, they walked to Portage la Prairie. This took them two
days. They got work with Kenneth McKenzie on his farm,
eight miles west of Portage and worked there until late
November, in the meantime taking every opportunity to assess
the quality of the land. They spent the winter of 1880 to

William Lothian
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had erected on 20-7-26, the land he now owned. Annie was the
first white bride in the district.

1881 in the Riding Mountains on land belonging to Robert
Campbell, an officer of the Hudson's Bay Company. Part of the
winter was spent in a logging camp where they were paid
$20.00 each per month and an additional $10.00 for the use of
their team of oxen.

The Lothian family took a very prominent part in the social,
educational and religious life of the community. William was
active in the politics of the Municipality and was Reeve for
many years. In connection with other kindred spirits, the
Forkes. Millikens, etc., a debating society was organized and
some very "lively" discussions followed you can be sure.

In the spring of 1881, after plowing a portion of Mr.
Campbell's land and sowing some grain, they set out with their
team of oxen and a Red River cart containing all their
belongings, to look for land. They were well-trained farmers
and knew how to choose good land. Thus they came to the
Pipestone Valley on May 30, 1881.

Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, page 376 and Pioneers of the
Pipestone, page 8.

Mr. James Lothian was for six weeks during that season the
only white man in the district, all the others being absent for
various reasons, and he has recorded in an old diary how good
the Indians were to him during this lonely time. They brought
him numbers of wild duck, a most welcome addition to his
food supply, in that first season none to plentiful. Later in that
same diary he reported on the first dance held in the new
community attended by about 30 people, five of whom were
women. Such was social life in those early days.
William was the first President of the Pipestone Mutual
Improvement Association. He was Reeve from 1899 – 1901.
His letters home are in the Manitoba Archives.
In 1882, Annie Milliken, William's childhood sweetheart, came
to Canada from her home in Berwickshire, Scotland, with her
sister's family. She and William were married in Brandon the
following year and he took her to her first home, a log cabin he

Members of a pioneer family fishing in the Pipestone area (Provincial Archives).
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N SATURDAY MAY 28, 1881, DAN MCKINNON,
travelling with A. McLean, was part of the first group
to arrive in what would become known as the R.M. of
Pipestone. A few days later, the first sod in the area was turned
on his farm on June 1st, 1881, by William Lothian, part of the
second group to arrive. Dan was soon joined by other members
of his family, including his brother John. Local historian, Ellen
Bulloch, refers to the KcKinnon family as “one of the best
known pioneer families, owning a great deal of land and
farming on a large scale.”

Community Leaders
Dan McKinnon

They came from near Austin where they had farmed for some
years before hearing that the Canadian Pacific Railway (C.P.R.)
would be running their line through the Pipestone Valley. The
line went to the north through Oak Lake and Virden instead,
but the McKinnons stayed and prospered.
So intertwined is the family’s story that Mrs. Bulloch at one
point in her narrative writes, about attendees at an early church
service thus: “Among those present were George Campion …
Mr. Walter Crask and some of the McKinnons.”
It was at John’s home that a dance described as, “The first
event of a social nature,” took place in the new settlement in
January of 1884. It was John who is listed as SecretaryTreasurer of the newly formed Pipestone Mutual Improvement
Association, a society that met once a month and sponsored
events such as debates. It was at John’s farm that the large barn
loft served as a social meeting place. John served a Reeve of
the first Pipestone Council
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, pages 1, 343 and from Pioneers
of the Pipestone. pages 7, 9, 31, 36.
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The Pioneer Life, In Pictures

Pioneer days in Reston.

Bachelor’s shack in 1910, with Joe King, Claud Meyers and Sam Livesay.

Omro School in 1910. This photograph of a typical one-room pioneer school
suggests the disparity of ages of children attending, and also that the teacher, Miss
Hettie Grant (later wife of Walter Norsworthy) might not have been much older.
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ILLIAM REID GUTHRIE WAS BORN in
Middleville, Ontario in 1836. In 1882 he came west
with his son James. They worked during the summer
on the construction of the main line of the C.P.R. They returned
to their home in Ontario for the winter and the following
summer was once again spent in construction of the railway.
Before returning to Ontario again for the winter, he bought the
south of 26-9-27 in the valley of the Pipestone Creek from the
Hudson's Bay Company. During the summer and fall of 1883
some land was broken and a house built. In the spring of 1884
he came west again bringing his wife Eleanor, and their
children. He later bought the half of section 33 and two other
quarters not far from his original holding. Guthrie’s Grove
along Pipestone Creek became a popular meeting place.

Pioneer
Farmer William R. Guthrie

William was chairman of the first meeting held on June 29,
1886 to arrange for the construction of a school and later
served on the school board for a number of years. It was
decided to name the school district Reston, after the little town
in Scotland where some of the pioneers had originally lived.
When the railway came through, the town site was named
Reston, so it necessitated changing the name of the school from
Reston to Lanark. He was Reeve of the Pipestone Rural
Municipality from 1896- 189S. Mr. Guthrie died on March 10,
1909.
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, page 295,298, 368 and from
Pioneers of the Pipestone. page 35.
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ILLIAM WAS BORN ON NOVEMBER 30, 1831 at
Inverness, Scotland. He worked as a forrester and
married Margaret McCrostie at Blair Atholl, near
Dundee in 1855. They came to Ontario with their children in
1873 and came west in 1882, settling on a property which they
called “Laggan Farm” after the parish of Laggan in Scotland.

Pioneer
Farmer William McDonald

William became a successful farmer. In 1892 wheat from
Laggan farm took top honours at an International Miller’s
Convention in Glasgow, Scotland.
William served as Reeve from 1915-17 and 1919-1923. He was
President of the Prairie Rose Baseball Team. He donated land
for Daybreak Church which was built in 1901 on SW 31-9-26.
Mr. McDonald passed away in 1909.
Adapted from Trails Along the Pipestone, page 739.
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