might have been called upon to make buggy whips or riding
crops. The epitome of the harness maker's art was saddlery -- a
skill unto itself. It required an experienced artisan to repair a
broken saddle, and a trained craftsman to fashion a new one.

On a recreational and cultural level we see that he was a
founding member of the Lawn Tennis Club as SecretaryTreasurer, as well as a founding member of the Glee Club in
that same year. He was Grand Master of the I.O.O.F. in 1915.
He served the Victoria United Church as Clerk of Session and
Superintendent of the Sunday School for 12 years, resigning in
1946. He was Secretary-Treasurer of the Manitoba School
Trustee’s Association in 1928 and also served on the Melita
town council.
Adapted from Our First Century, pages 301, 373, 553.

The Old Harness Shop
Today, any sizable town needs at least one service station to
keep the wheels of transportation turning. Not so long ago, any
village worthy of a place name could boast at least two skilled
tradesmen who kept horses and their equipment fit for service a blacksmith and a harness maker.
In days gone by, the harness maker was an important member
of the community. Whenever someone rode a horse, drove a
buggy or hitched up a team to plow a field, it was leather straps
that quite literally "harnessed" the muscle power of the animals
so that humans could control it and use it for productive work.
Just as skilled mechanics are essential in the modern world, in
the age of horse power the survival of the community depended
to a large extent on the skill of people who knew how to work
with leather. Using simple but specialized tools, the harness
maker could repair broken harness (or "tack") and manufacture
new equipment when required. If he were especially gifted, he

Tools of a harness maker (http://www.durham.net/~neilmac/harness.htm)
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AMONG THE VERY EARLY PIONEERS of this district
were Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Richardson. Mr. Richardson came to
Manitoba in the spring of 1882 from Wakefield in the province
of Quebec, about 22 miles from the City of Ottawa. For about
12 years previous to coming to Manitoba he had worked at the
carriage-making business. In the early days in this country, his
knowledge and skill with tools proved of great value. During
the summer of 1882 he worked at carpentering in Winnipeg
and late in the fall came out to this district, and selected a
homestead, two miles from the site of what is now Melita. He
then returned to the east, but in the spring of 1883 came west
again accompanied by Mrs. Richardson.

Merchant
Shop Keeper Mrs. R.H. Richardson

The Richardsons moved to the new townsite of Melita before
the railway had arrived and started two businesses; a carriage
shop and a makeshift fruit and vegetable stand. In 1891 a more
permanent structure housed Mrs. Richardson’s growing fruit
and vegetable business and served as a residence as well. The
East End Fruit Store was operated by Mrs. Richardson until
1901.
Adapted from Our First Century, page 56, 699, 386

Mrs. Richardson, second from the right, in front of one of Melita’s first retail operations. Just
in case there was any doubt about who was in charge, her name is prominently displayed.
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A Day in the Life of a General Store

What were some of the items that could be found in a general
store? Food and consumables included coffee beans, spices,
baking powder, oatmeal, flour, sugar, tropical fruit, hard candy,
eggs, milk, butter, fruit and vegetables, honey and molasses,
crackers, cheese, syrup and dried beans, cigars and tobacco.
Dry goods included bolts of cloth, pins and needles, thread,
ribbon, silk, buttons, collars, undergarments, suspenders,
dungarees, hats and shoes. Essential items such as rifles,
pistols, ammunition, lanterns, lamps, rope, crockery, pots and
pans, cooking utensils and dishes, farm and milking equipment
and even coffins could be found. The apothecary sections of
the stores were well represented with a surprisingly large
number of patent medicines, remedies, soaps and toiletries and
elixirs.

The small-town general store, also known as mercantiles and
emporiums, were essential aspect of commercial activity in
small-town life, and saw their heyday in the period between
1880 and 1930. These establishments served the rural
populations of small towns and villages and the farmers in the
surrounding area. Besides selling dry goods, farming
equipment and other supplies, they sometimes also served as
the local post office, drugstore and undertaker. They were also
a popular meeting place for socializing and news gathering.
The storekeepers stocked their establishments with
merchandise procured from salesmen who represented
wholesale houses and manufacturers found in larger cities.
Merchandise selections were often large and varied, though
most of the items available for sale were those of necessity. As
people and businesses prospered in the economy during the
1890s more luxury items were introduced into the store
inventories. The expansion of the railroads, the advent of mass
production and technological advances such as the refrigerated
railcar to transport perishable foods all combined to escalate
the national distribution and variety of goods that were
available in the stores.
Most of the wall space in a general store was taken up with
shelving to store and display for the merchandise; likewise the
floors were crowded with barrels, wooden boxes and crates.
Store counters were good for holding display cases for the
smaller items, a coffee grinder, scales and a cash register.
Many stores had a display window or two in the front of the
building. Cellars, basements and second floors were used for
storage of merchandise and displays.

A well-stocked general store, ca. 1900.

27

We Made Melita

FRANCIS EDWARD PETTIPHER was born October 14,
1879, at Cold Harbor Farm, Swerford, Oxfordshire, England.
He was apprenticed as a machinist at the Banbury Technical
Institute, and received first class standing in machine
construction and drawing. Qualified as a machinist, he worked
at the Motor Mills Company, Banbury, until illness
necessitated his moving to a drier climate. In April, 1905, he
left for Canada. He sailed on the maiden voyage of The
Victorian to St. John's, New Brunswick, and travelled west by
colonist coach. He spent a month at Glen Ewen, District of
Assiniboia, where he had friends, then bicycled to Brandon to
work at the Brandon Machine Works. En route he stopped at
Melita to inquire about work at the machine shop, which was
attached to the flour mill owned by Jim McCallum and Tom
Lamont. He worked a few weeks in Brandon, but found the
wages of 27 cents an hour too meagre. Returning to Melita in
June, he began working for the mill for 35 cents an hour, and
also working independently. He soon built a reputation for
himself as a skilled machinist. He moved to the location north
of the Union Bank where he opened the Melita Machine Shop
outfitted with lathe, milling machine, planer and drill press.

Tradesperson
Machinist Francis Edward Pettipher

Francis and Alice Pettipher

So began over 55 years of service to the Melita community. He
witnessed the transformation of agricultural equipment from
steam driven machines to gasoline engines. In the early years
there were sometimes 20 to 30 steam engines on the lots beside
the machine shop waiting for repairs for the harvest season. In
the late 1950's, when Frank was in his mid- seventies, oil rig
breakdowns were brought to him from as far west as Regina for
repair. "I can't remember a job I couldn't do," he once said. He
served the community as a highly skilled craftsman with a deep
sense of integrity and commitment.
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Frank was a loyal supporter of Christ Church, serving as
vestryman for over 50 years. As well he was Sunday School
Superintendent, delegate to Synod, and either People's Warden
or Rector's Warden for 30 years. He was a member of Melita
Town Council for seven years, and during that time gave
freely of his skill and knowledge in maintaining the town's
lighting system.
During the depression Frank was never idle and took pride in
not having to accept relief for his family. He operated the
machine shop and filling station, did electrical wiring, and
ingeniously made repairs to cars, radios and farm equipment to
help the owner "make do". A few of Frank's customers paid
immediately and some never paid. The majority charged their
accounts, paying over months or years or when an estate was
wound up. Payment was often in produce; in meat, vegetables,
eggs or fuel. In early winter the back kitchen would be stored
with roasts of pork or mutton, a quarter of beef, even prairie
chicken or wild ducks. In bins of sand in the cellar were
turnips, carrots and potatoes. Eggs were stored in crocks of
waterglass and would be used in spite of their peculiar taste
from the hen's diet of grasshoppers. Sometimes payment was
coal from one of the Turtle Mountain mines, or a load of
firewood cut along the Souris River. Other welcome payments
were home-made soap or butter, cream or a basket of
freshly picked mushrooms.

A machinist’s garage, ca. 1912.
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CHARLES PARKER HOLDEN CAME TO THE WEST from
Ontario in the 1880s and homesteaded north of Deloraine,
where he spent a few years farming. In 1891 he set his course
westward and came to Melita to engage in business. As the
railroad was not yet constructed to this community, Mr. Holden
had to transport his first load of furniture by horse from the
nearest railway, which would have been Deloraine. His
furniture store located on the northwest corner of Main Street
added another mercantile establishment to a town that was soon
to enjoy a substantial boom.

Merchant
Furniture Dealer Charles P. Holden

As Mr. Holden had been trained in cabinet making it seemed to
be natural to be in furniture retailing. In The Western Progress,
dated January 11, 1899, it is noted that his advertising stated
bargains in furniture, and also that picture framing and
undertaking was a specialty. Then in later issues it stated that
the undertaking operation supplied a hearse. Mr. Holden had
his own black team with fancy harness and nettings over the
horses with a glass-paneled hearse on wheels, which could be
changed to specially-built sleighs for winter use. This newest
hearse was built by a carriage-maker in Napinka some time
before 1910.
As for furniture, the Enterprise weekly newspaper of October
1904 carried an advertisement for Newcombe pianos, no price
quoted, but a new shipment of iron beds are quoted from $4 up.
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I’m not sure when undertakers started referring to themselves
as funeral directors, but my hunch is it was in the early-20th
century, or perhaps the 19th century? The title reflects the
public, ceremonial role played on the big day itself, conjuring
up an image of somber-suited bearers and polished hearses. It
perhaps glosses over the preparation done before arriving at
this stage: the embalming or ‘hygiene treatment’; the
safekeeping in the Chapel of Rest or cold storage in the ‘hub’.

Mr. Holden’s life in Melita was an active one, and he is entitled
to a full share of credit for the community's up-building. The
Melita Band was one of his favourite organizations. He was a
member for 47 years. His name was also recorded in the
membership of the Canadian Foresters, the I.O.O.F. Lodge, and
the L.O.L. He served both as a councillor and president of the
Board of Trade, as a member of the Town Council and the
board of Melita Consolidated School. The Curling Club will
remember him as one of its oldest members. Victoria
Methodist Church and later Victoria United Church found him
a staunch and faithful servant on the board and in later years as
an Elder. He was also a member of the choir for many years.
Service to the community was something of supreme
importance to Mr. Holden. He was well known and highly
esteemed over the entire southwest part of the province.

Early undertakers tended to work as builders, joiners and
carpenters, skills that translated to coffin-making at times of
death in the village. This was often the case even in the early
20th century. The family would inform their doctor first to
certify a death, and then the local ‘layer out’—usually a
woman—would help carry out the ‘last offices’, attending to
the needs of both bereaved and deceased. They would call on
the parish priest to perform the Last Rites, and summon the
undertaker to take measurements for a bespoke coffin, made in
haste from sanded and polished hardwood, and sealed inside
with wax and bitumen to avoid leakage.

Adapted from Our First Century, page 360, 572

The undertaker would return to the house to deliver the coffin,
sometimes having to remove a window as the door was too
narrow. The deceased, clothed in their best nightdress or
Sunday suit, would then rest in the front parlour until the
funeral, usually held three or four days after death. Sweet
smelling flowers were placed around the room to absorb bad
odours and the undertaker would visit to check on any
unpleasantness. Embalming was only performed for wealthy
clients, and it wasn’t until the 1950s that Chapels of Rest
became established in funeral homes.

A Brief History of Undertaking
In medieval times, the word ‘undertaker’ was used vaguely for
anyone undertaking a task, whether house building or funeral
work. It doesn’t derive from taking the deceased six feet under
but, by the 17th century, the term ‘funeral undertaker’ was
being abbreviated to ‘undertaker’ and, as this association
became widespread, folk in other trades stopped calling
themselves ‘undertakers’. Death by association.
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G. B. BARKER OF ENGLAND came to Melita in 1892 and
was employed by R. M. Graham. He then moved north of
Melita and farmed for a few years. George then went to
Toronto and took a barbers' course and was in this business for
a short time.

Merchant
Men’s Wear Operator G.B. Barker

In 1899 he bought a building on Main Street and opened a
Men's and Boys' Shoes and Clothing Store. He built a new
building on the same spot in 1915. The business remained in
the family at that location for over 70 years.
G. B. Barker was secretary of the school board for many years,
active in the Board of Trade and Past Master of the Masonic
Lodge. He passed away in 1945.
Adapted from Our First Century, page 431

G.B. Barker’s first Men’s and Boy’s Clothing Store (far right).
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The Fashionable Man in 1900
While it is unlikely that many men in Melita in 1900 were
tricked out in the kind of fashionable gear seen in New York or
London, it is likely that G.B Barker was aware of all the latest
trends.
During the 1870s three-piece suits grew in popularity along
with patterned fabrics for shirts. Neckties were the four-in-hand
and, later, the Ascot ties. A narrow ribbon tie was an
alternative for tropical climates, especially in the Americas.
Both frock coats and sack coats became shorter. Flat straw
boaters were worn when boating.
During the 1880s, formal evening dress remained a dark tail
coat and trousers with a dark waistcoat, a white bow tie, and a
shirt with a winged collar. In mid-decade, the dinner jacket or
tuxedo, was used in more relaxed formal occasions. The
Norfolk jacket and tweed or woolen breeches were used for
rugged outdoor pursuits such as shooting. Knee-length
topcoats, often with contrasting velvet or fur collars, and calflength overcoats were worn in winter. Men's shoes had higher
heels and a narrow toe. Starting from the 1890s, the blazer was
introduced, and was worn for sports, sailing, and other casual
activities.
Fashionable men in the early 1900s wearing a one or three button cutaway
frock coat, or the single or double breasted 'sack' which was a straight lined
jacket. In 1900 the gentleman wore a top hat with a frock coat, the homburg
with less formal day wear, and the straw hat became very popular for
informal wear.

Throughout much of the Victorian Era most men wore fairly
short hair. This was often accompanied by various forms of
facial hair including moustaches, side-burns, and full beards. A
clean-shaven face did not come back into fashion until the end
of the 1880s and early 1890s
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FRANK MORROW WAS BORN in Huron County, near
Allenford, Ontario in 1876. He came to Melita the first time in
1906 and joined his brother J. J. Morrow (John) in the mason
trade with plastering and bricklaying. At this time they assisted
in putting the second storey on the stone block on the comer of
Main and Front Street. He returned to Ontario and came west
again in 1908 to marry. He was married at Wilcox,
Saskatchewan on December 16, 1908. They came to Melita and
the rest of their lives were spent in Melita.

Builder
Mason and Bricklayer Frank Morrow

The Alex A. McRae house and also the Rodney McRae house
north of Elva were built by the Morrow brothers. The Melita
sidewalks (one of which still bears his name stamp) built in
1925, and the archway at Sourisford Park, are examples of their
work. Elsewhere, Frank worked on Banff Springs Hotel.
To supplement his income, Frank was caretaker of the curling
and skating rink for fifteen years or more. He also kept milk
cows and we children delivered milk to many homes in Melita
for several years.
Adapted from Our First Century, page 633

Mr. and Mrs. Morrow, ca. 1908.
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Some stonemasons talk about being able to read or listen to the
rock that they work with. A good stonemason has learned how
different rocks behave and feel. A fully qualified stonemason is
also capable of working with a wide range of stone, from hard
granite to soft limestone. The pioneer stonemason specialized
in working with whatever stone was at hand.

The Stonemason
Many of our first settlers brought with them a range of
construction and building skills which served them well and
served their new communities well as they set about creating,
in an actual physical sense, new communities.
The variety of stone buildings; commercial, agricultural and
residential, still standing across the province commemorate the
impact they had. Fine homes still elegant today, sturdy barns
and solid business blocks still fulfilling their functions, exist in
many communities. No other building material makes the same
statement: stone structures reflect an intention of permanence.
Masonry is a very old art form. Early humans started putting
stones together to make homes thousands of years ago, and
decorative work with stone soon followed. Masons pride
themselves on creating functional, beautiful work, which is
precisely created for the needs of each client, whether it be the
ornamental foundation stone of a new building, or a
replacement for a worn door mantel. This craft profession is
also unusual in that it cannot be entirely replaced with
mechanization, although modern masons may use advanced
tools like water jets and lasers for cutting.

The Sturgeon Block under construction.

There are a number of different types of stonemasons.
Quarrymen cut raw stone, sawyers transform the rough blocks
of stone cut in quarries into smaller chunks, while banker
masons work in workshops to shape these pieces of stone as
required for a job. In pioneer communities the mason would be
somewhat of a generalist, doing all these tasks.
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ROBERT NICHOLAS WYATT, son of Nicholas and Ellen
Wyatt, was born at Port Hope, Ontario on July 3, 1877. He was
educated at Port Hope and moved to Millbrook, Ontario
(Cavan County) about 1884, where his dad ran the flour mill.
He came to Melita on a harvest train in the fall of 1902. He
remained for the winter and the following summer returned to
Ontario where he married Bessie Wood, bringing her to Melita
as a bride in 1903.

Builder
Contractor R.N. Wyatt

Robert worked at carpentry and contracting, building bridges,
schools, barns and banks. He went into Winnipeg in 1910 to
buy his first car and was talked into taking the Ford Agency.
He sold Fords until 1914. He then acquired the Chevrolet
agency and sold eight or ten Chevrolets that year. He retained
this agency until 1918 when he moved to Winnipeg. That fall
he was presented with a Waltham watch before leaving with
the following inscription inside the back "Presented to R. N.
Wyatt by his Melita friends October 25, 1918."
While in Melita he was a member of the Odd Fellows and
Masonic lodges. In Winnipeg he continued contracting till
1930 when he returned to Melita for a couple of years. After
the depression he returned to Winnipeg where he joined the
Rotary club. He continued contracting till his retirement in
1952, when he returned to Melita. He died at Deloraine on
August 5, 1954. Mrs. Wyatt died one day after her 90th
birthday, September 24, 1964.
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Some of the highlights of Mr. Wyatt's years in the car business
were; a motoring trip to Estevan in 1912 in a Model T (an all
day trip returning the following day) and a trip to Hamiota for
New Year's Day, 1915 in a Baby Grand Chevrolet (unheard of
in those days). Many people will remember the cars coming in,
in box cars, standing on end or one on top of the other, four
together in a car.
Adapted from Our First Century, page 796

It is important to remember that the buildings of Melita, several of which are shown here,
were designed and crafted by local carpenters and masons like R.N. Wyatt.
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