
the dry season made it difficult to secure sufficient water for 
steam power at the factory. The machinery was shut down. At a 
meeting of the shareholders it was decided to discontinue the 
manufacture of wooden articles and to confine the business of 
the company to the sale of lumber supplies. 
 
The Mains brothers left Hartney when the factory closed. The 
Mains house beside the factory was rented by Thomas Ramsay 
in 1912. The factory building was bought by William Witt and 
moved to his farm where it was used as a barn. Nothing 
remained of the sash and door factory but a memory. 
 
Adapted from The Mere Living, p. 171. 
 
 
A Sash and Door Factory 
 
Even though the operation only lasted six years, the Mains 
brothers’ sash and door company was a vital aspect of local 
industry, ensuring that many buildings in town and in the 
countryside had access to locally crafted windows and doors. It 
must be assumed that many are still in place. There are no 
accounts of the plant’s operations, but surely it was very much 
like that described in various other accounts of similar sash and 
door outfits: 
 
“The plant was almost hidden by the great piles of lumber, up 
to thirty feet high. Its location was an advantage in that the 
principle raw material was made at its doorstep. A very large 
operation required 4 million feet of lumber and produced 
50,000 doors, 90,000 windows and 18,750 blinds. 
 
In a venetian blind-making department of the works all 
materials used in this department were imported direct by the 

firm, including timber for the lathes, boxwood bobbins, 
hurdles, and wheels for adjusting the cords, as well as the tape 
cords, and paint needed. After the laths were cut to size they 
were thoroughly dried and seasoned so as to avoid all twisting 
and shrinking. They then passed through the lath morticing 
machines. The paint was specially mixed and prepared by the 
paint mixer used for the purpose. A beautiful machine was used 
for painting the laths, which turned them out with the paint 
evenly spread on all parts. The rails were morticed likewise by 
a special machine. When all the parts were ready for putting 
together a beautiful adjustment was used for the purpose. It 
consisted of a movable frame, which could be raised or 
lowered at will on the principle of the blind.” 
 
 

 
 
View of a typical lumber operation. 
 
  



We Made Hartney 
Tradesman 
 
Carpenter and Gardener James McArter 
 

 
 

 
 
 

IM MCARTER WAS BORN IN 1863 on a farm in the 
Blythe-Seaforth district of Ontario. He received his 
education at Seaforth high school where he was very active 

in sports. The trade he followed was that of a mason, and after 
his apprenticeship in Ontario he decided to follow the building 
trade in Western Canada. 
 
In 1890 he arrived in Portage la Prairie but two years later in 
1892 he came to the Hartney district. His trade as a bricklayer 
leaves many monuments to his memory, in the various 
buildings he constructed. The Town Hall and Hill Store are two 
of his outstanding contracts. Along with several of the pioneers 
he laid out streets and planted many of the trees that are much 
in evidence today. 
 
Jim participated in many sports and was particularly active in 
the first organized football leagues in the district. Following the 
introduction of curling into this district and the formation of a 
club, he became an expert and was always a member of 
Hartney’s “Big Four” which won numerous trophies at 
bonspiels in Manitoba and other provinces. He headed the local 
club for many years and later served as one of its honorary 
presidents. 
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During the Great War her served in the Canadian Army 
Medical Corps overseas, at Otterpool and Risboro camps, and 
later transferred to the Canadian convalescent hospital at 
Epsom. It was here at Epsom he met Winifred Mills, a member 
of the British Army Medical Corps and on May 22, 1919 they 
were married at St Leonards-on-Sea, Sussex, England. Jim and 
Winifred returned to Canada and to Hartney in January of 
1920, taking up residence on River Avenue.  
 
In the following years Jim pursued his trade and community 
activities. Winifred was an active member of the Presbyterian 
Church and other community organizations in Hartney. 
 
Adapted from A Century of Living, page 471. 
 
 
 
 
A Master Mason 
 
James McArter’s work on various Hartney buildings, 
especially those in brick, is a testament to his skill, and a 
reminder of the craftsmanship that attended so many building 
projects of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Look closely at 
nearly any of Hartney’s brick buildings and be reminded of the 
kinds of skills and attention to detail that defined the work or 
so many of our builders. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Details of the Hill Block, one of Jim McArter’s projects. 
 
  



We Made Hartney 
Transport Services 
 
Liverymen William and Angus McDonald 
 

ILLIAM AND ANGUS MCDONALD loved horses 
and saw in the livery business a profitable venture. 
In 1893 William closed his blacksmith shop and, 

with Angus, bought the livery stable on the main street from 
Hotham and Blair. While Angus ran the livery stable, William 
made frequent trips to Ontario to purchase horses for sale to the 
famers, as they changed from oxen to horses for their farm 
work. On one such trip in 1900 he married Jean Murray of 
Lucknow. They built a brick house on the corner of West 
Railway and John Street. There their one son Murray was born. 
The family lived there until after William’s death in 1944. 
 
William continued to operate the livery stable until horse and 
buggy transportation gave place to the automobile. Seeing the 
inevitable decline in the livery business and the need for 
gasoline and oil to supply the motor cars and tractors, he 
secured the Imperial Oil agency in 1910 and operated that 
expanding business while still serving the few who continued 
to use the horse and buggy. 
 
Both William and Angus were interested in community affairs. 
William was a member of the first town council, was mayor in 
1910 and served as councillor for several years thereafter. He 
was an active member of the executive and board of directors 
of the Agricultural Society. Angus was councillor for the 
Municipality of Cameron from 1909 to 1912 and in 1912 was 

elected reeve and served for several years. After he retired in 
1938 he served on the Hartney town council for three years. 
During that time he was the councillor in charge of the care of 
the cemetery and took a keen delight in planting a lilac hedge 
and flowers to beautify the resting places of so many of the 
friends with whom he had worked in the past in building the 
Hartney community. 
 
Adapted from The Mere Living, page 103. 
 
 

 
 
A typical Manitoba livery stable. 
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The Livery Stable 
 
The livery stable was a vital business in any community, and in 
Hartney there were several.  
 
It was at the stable where horse teams and wagons were for 
hire, as well as buggies, carriages and saddle horses. Most 
livery stables also allowed privately-owned horses to be 
boarded there for a short time. . Horses were boarded by the 
day, week or month and cared for by experienced hostlers. 
Stables were also sources of hay, grain, coal and wood. The 
downside of a livery stable was the smell, especially on a main 
street. That is an interesting aspect of heritage conservation that 
the typical smells of a town at the turn of the 20th century, 
especially with all the horses, cannot be fathomed. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Below, interior view of a livery stable. 
 
  



We Made Hartney 
Information Services 
 
Newspaper Editor Annie Playfair 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

N INTRODUCING MISS PLAYFAIR to Hartney through 
the pages of his paper, Walpole Murdoch spoke of her was 
a college trained woman, and a close observer of human 

nature who was fond of books, music, art and religion. He 
stated that she as an accomplished Bible teacher and that she 
was one of the fortunate few who had found work that she 
loved in the editing of a weekly newspaper. 
 
Miss Playfair’s own account of her reaction to her new home in 
an editorial of August 1911 stated: “We like to show visitors 
about the town and listen to the exclamation of pleasure which 
the sight of trees and houses calls forth. We point to beautiful 
residences with pride; we praise the well-kept lawns and the 
flowers around the more humble dwellings. We lead the way to 
the southern edge of the park to show them the live hundred 
trees already planted and tell them that the profusion of 
flowers, the cinder paths and the new green of the grass plots 
are but the beginning of things.  
 
Miss Playfair, a grey-eyed woman of five feet seven inches, 
was to be seen in her office or on the street in a strictly tailored 
suit, a stiff-collared white shirtwaist and black tie that gave her 
the masculine appearance that she thought necessary for a 
woman who had to meet businessmen on their own ground. 
Her hat was a plain straw or felt, although frequently when on 
the ordinary business of collecting news or soliciting 
advertising, she wore none. Her dark brown hair, plainly 
arranged, was inclined to escape from confining pins in soft 
tendrils about her face, but this she tried to prevent as giving  
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her a less than business-like appearance. Her voice of low-
pitched timbre had been trained for public speaking and had a 
depth of tone that the Hartney people at first found peculiar, 
but to which they became accustomed. Her tailored appearance 
and deep voice, as well as her business ability, aroused disquiet 
among those who disliked the unusual. 
 
Miss Playfair had a strong character and decided opinions, 
especially on questions of education, morality and religion, and 
expressed them forcefully through her newspaper. 
 
The time is past,” she said, “for the idea that unless a youth 
aspires to professional status a good education in not necessary. 
Today it is an essential for good citizenship and business life, 
and it is the duty of all to see that no child of average 
intelligence and strength shall leave school without 
matriculation standing. With a good general education a youth 
can afford to let the future decide whether he shall be a farmer, 
a tradesman or a professional man, guided by his own taste and 
ability. These is a feeling that advanced learning is of no 
benefit to a farmer, that it may even train him away from the 
farm, but in reality educational influences are doing much to 
make farm life attractive.” 
 
As a strict Methodist, Miss Playfair was opposed to dancing, 
card playing and all games of chance and held rigid standard of 
decorous behaviour. 
 
Miss Playfair had rooms in the Lewis building and took her 
meals at Miss Hopkins’ boarding-house. In her rooms she had 
well-stocked bookcases and a splendid collection of  

phonograph records and she was generous in sharing the joys 
of both with her friends 
 
When a Home Economics Society was formed in Hartney in 
1913, Miss Playfair was its first secretary, was active on its 
board of directors and spoke on various themes at its meetings. 
By March 1914 there were 55 women on the membership list, 
30 who lived in the town and 25 from the various surrounding 
farming districts. The motto of the society, “For Home and 
Country,” found expression in a variety of projects. The Home 
Economics Society persuaded the town council to give more 
attention to beautifying the cemetery and urged it to provide a 
rest-room for visitors to the town. It arranged for experts from 
the Department of Agriculture to conduct classes in cooking, 
canning, sewing, in the convenient and attractive arrangement 
of kitchens and living rooms and, in later years, to give 
instruction in the fashioning of purses, belts and other leather 
goods. The women of the Home Economics Society used their 
influence in the struggle to obtain the franchise for their sex in 
the years before 1917, when women were for the first time 
allowed to vote. 
 
She left in 1923 and accepted an assignment for the CNR to 
visit England and encourage immigrants to Canada under their 
colonization scheme. 
 
She had left also in 1921 to attend Northwestern Bible School 
in Minneapolis for several years of study and made her home in 
Winnipeg and undertook preparation of a textbook of Bible 
study in the writing of which she was engaged when she died 
in 1947. 
 
Adapted from The Mere Living, page x. 
  



We Made Hartney 
Cultural Services 
 
Music Instructor Professor Racine 
 

 
 

 
 
 

FTER HAROLD H. HARRIS LEFT FOR 
WINNIPEG, Professor F. Gerald Racine, who had a 
class of music pupils in Souris, arranged to spend two 

or three days each week in Hartney and enrolled a large and 
enthusiast class there, many of whom had advanced sufficiently 
under the guidance of previous teachers to undertake the more 
advanced music study that Professor Racine was able to give. 
 
Professor Racine interested his pupils in the history of the 
composers whose selections they played and inspired the 
musically gifted to increased efforts. The concerts that he 
conducted annually were of a progressively high standard and 
received the enthusiastic support of the community. At first 
many in the audiences complained that they did not enjoy 
music “without a tune,” but as the years passed, the listeners 
gained an appreciation of the tone and harmony of musical 
classics as well as the melody of simpler selections. 
 
Among Professor Racine’s early pupils, Muriel Hill, Elsie 
Scharff and the Woodhull sisters, Vera, Isabel and Ruth, were 
outstanding musicians and became teachers of violin and piano. 
 
Professor Racine in 1913, produced Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
“HMS Pinafore” and the following year, “The Mikado” with a 
joint class of Hartney and Souris pupils. For “The Mikado” the 
costumes were rented from New York and with the stage 
setting, cost four hundred and fifty dollars, a sum that seemed 
large to the town folk, but which was more than covered by the 
returns. 
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These operas, concerts and musical productions of all sorts we 
Hartney children accepted as our own, and like the other 
features of the town absorbed as part of our heritage.  
 
Adapted from The Mere Living, page 164. 
 

 
 
Professor Racine and some of his pupils; his son sits in front of him. 
 
Making Music 
 
Hartney history books abound with anecdotes about local 
musicians, bands and various musical entertainments. Clearly 
this was an important aspect of life in the community. 
 
Not only was Professor Racine a well known instructor, he also 
led many in the community in the creation of various major 
musical entertainments. Gilbert and Sullivan’s The Mikado 
was a staple of these kinds of endeavours in many small prairie 
communities. The Mikado opened on March 14, 1885, in 

London, where it ran for 672 performances, the second longest 
run for any work of musical theatre and one of the longest runs 
of any theatre piece up to that time. Before the end of 1885, it 
was estimated that, in Europe and America, at least 150 
companies were producing the opera. The Mikado remains the 
most frequently performed Savoy Opera, and it is especially 
popular with amateur and school productions, given its fine 
score and exotic appeal. The work has been translated into 
numerous languages and is one of the most frequently played 
musical theatre pieces in history. 
 
 

 
 
Professor Racine and the Hartney cast of The Mikado. 
  



We Made Hartney 
Community Volunteer 
 
Trainman and Sports Leader Connie Riddell 
 

 
 

 
 
 

HE RAILWAY AGENTS were important in the town’s 
life. Charles Redpath was the CPR agent from 1896 
until 1905 when he was transferred to the Souris station. 

His place was taken by A.W. Riddell, who with his wife and 
two children occupied the living quarters in the station 
building. 
 
In the prairie town when passengers, mail and freight were 
handled exclusively by the railways, the railway stations were 
centres of activity. There the grain buyers of the elevator 
companies received telegrams advising them of the daily grain 
prices. There the farmers came to collect their freight and 
express parcels. There the draymen loaded the boxes and 
parcels for delivery to the local merchants. 
 
As time for the arrival of east-bound or west-bund express 
drew near, a crowd gathered slowly on the platform and in the 
station waiting rooms. The mail-carrier arrived with his locked 
mail sacks, the editor with his notebook to record departures 
and arrivals, the commercial traveler with his rain coat over his 
arm and a cigar in his mouth was followed by the hotel porter 
with his bags on a hand cart. From the office of the livery 
stable opposite the station a few farmers, weary with waiting 
for their wives to complete their shopping, strolled to the 
station to see who was going or coming.  
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A businessman or two with leisure and curiosity joined the 
group. The grain elevator man, seeing the gathering, felt it a 
good time to inquire for an incoming telegram. The hotel 
proprietor arrived to welcome transient travelers. Perhaps a 
group of giggling school girls whose parents were unaware of 
their whereabouts came to see the crews and flirt mildly with 
the trainmen. As the train whistled to announce its approach, a 
citizen, late with his letters, dashed to the station and thrust 
them into the mail carrier’s hand for late posting. 
 
The train slowed to a stop. The conductor swung to the 
platform. The passengers alighted and were watched by the idle 
observer as they were greeted by their friends. The departing 
travelers climbed in the coaches. The express baggage and mail 
were disposed of, the train pulled out and the crowd dispersed 
to form again when the next train was due to arrive. 
 
“Connie’ Riddell, as he was familiarly called was not only an 
obliging station agent but he was a great sports organizer and 
during the 10 years that he was in charge of the Hartney station 
he managed and coached the baseball and hockey teams. 
 
The year the “Connie” Riddell arrived, the interest formerly 
shown to lacrosse was transferred to the newly organized 
baseball team. Under Connie’s management the team in 1906 
won first place in the South Western baseball league with 
Harvey and Charlie Woodhull and various others and Connie 
himself as players. In 1913 an outside pitcher and catcher were 
hired to assist the club but such a practice was deplored by 
local baseball supporters. 
 

Under Connie Riddell’s management the hockey team also 
achieved many noteworthy successes with various players. 
A.W. Riddell also played a cornet in the Hartney band and took 
an active part in the affairs of the Presbyterian church. 
 
Mrs. Riddell also took an interest in young people and in the 
Presbyterian Sunday School taught an organized class of girls, 
the “Queen Esthers,” who were considerably influenced by her 
personality and guidance. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Riddell and their girls left Hartney for Deloraine 
in 1915 and subsequently moved to Keewatin where Mrs. 
Riddell was killed a few years later while crossing the train 
track to save her small daughter from an approaching train. 
 
Adapted from The Mere Living, page 210. 
 

 
 
Connie Riddell, centre, and a Hartney hockey team. 
  



We Made Hartney 
Tradesman 
 
Blacksmith Alex Rogers 
 
The business of the blacksmiths flourished when horses were 
the chief means of transportation, when the tires of buggies and 
wagons needed frequent setting, and when broken implements 
required repair at the forge. As well as William McDonald, 
McNiven and W. Alex Rogers, each early set up their 
blacksmith shops, McNiven near the south end of East Railway 
Street, and Rogers on Ash Street between the Butchart 
hardware store and the school. 
 
School children passing that blacksmith shop each day came to 
connect it in their minds with their school life. They stood at 
the door to watch Alex Rogers as he held the horse’s foreleg 
against his leathern apron to pare the hoof. They watched him 
hammer the flat nails that held the shoe. They saw the red hot 
plough-shares as Mr. Rogers beat them upon his anvil and 
heard the hiss of the steam as he plunged them into the tub of 
water beside it. Alex Rogers’ blacksmith shop was a place of 
magic to the Hartney youngsters from the years of the school’s 
beginning. As he was also the superintendent of the 
Presbyterian Sunday school, he and his shop were mysteriously 
combined in the minds of Presbyterian children with their first 
days at Sunday school. 

 
Victor Duchesneau arrived in Hartney about 1901 and set up 
another blacksmith business. He enlarged this building in 1904 
and started a carriage and wagon factory. His advertisement at 
the time announced that he had “a new eight-horsepower 
engine, modern band-saw, a joiner, a fine rip-saw, a hawk-eye 
trip hammer, a fan blower and a fine grade emery polishing 
machine,” and that he could turn out “buggies, wagons, 
carriages and all fine lumber work with city style and finish.” 
The Duchesneau blacksmith shop shared with that of Alex 
Rogers the interest of the school children, for it was situated on 
the corner of Ash and Spencer street, directly facing the school. 
 
Adapted from The Mere Living, page 104 
 
 

 
 
The Duchesneau blacksmith shop. 
 
  



 
A Day in the Life of a Blacksmith 
 
For the early settlers, the blacksmith was perhaps the most 
essential tradesman. Not only did he make the iron parts for the 
first farming implements, he also could repair all iron objects 
by hammering them by hand on an anvil.  
 
After heating the iron until white-hot, the blacksmith would 
then shape and wield a multitude of objects from it, including 
carriage bolts and wheels, iron work, cooking utensils, and 
most importantly, horseshoes. 
 
Blacksmiths who made horseshoes were called farriers, derived 
from the Latin word for iron. At a time when horses were the 
only means of transport, the blacksmith was important to not 
only individual farmers and travelers, but also to merchants 
whose businesses depended on transporting their goods to other 
places. Also, because they spent much of their time shoeing 
horses, blacksmiths gained a considerable amount of 
knowledge about equine diseases. 
 
The new industrial output of the late 1800s allowed the smith 
to improve his shop. With a small boiler, steam engine, and a 
system of overhead shafts, pulleys, and leather belts, the 
formerly hand operated shop equipment like the post drill, the 
blower, and other equipment could be easily powered. The 
small belt powered machines like the Little Giant trip hammer 
or its blacksmith built counterpart took its place in many small 
shops. Later, the “steam” part of the steam driven leather belt 
systems were replaced with small gasoline engines or electric 
motors. In time, many power hammers were fitted with ther 
own electric motors.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
A Manitoba blacksmith at work. 
 
  



We Made Hartney 
Financial Services 
 
Banker and Poet Alex Sutherland 
 

 
Alec and May Sutherland 
 

 
 
 

LEX SUTHERLAND CAME TO HARTNEY in 1903, 
the first manager of the Union Bank, which had bought 
out the private bank of the A.W. Law Company. He 

was born in Kildonan, Manitoba in 1872 the son of the 
Honourable John Sutherland, Leader of the Opposition in 
Manitoba’s first Legislature, and a descendant of the Selkirk 
Settlers. He was educated in the Kildonan schools and 
University of Manitoba and entered the Union Bank as a young 
man. 
 
After working in the Union Bank at Yorkton, Saskatchewan 
and Wawanesa, Manitoba, he came to Hartney. His wife was 
May, sister of Reverend Sam Polson, Hartney’s first ordained 
Presbyterian minister. Alex purchased from Alcocks the brick 
house opposite the school, built by Ebor Bradley. His carefully 
tended grounds with beds of roses and the Union Jack flying 
over a stone cairn were outstanding. This was the centre for 
many a social gathering for card parties and groups of snow-
shoers. 
 
Alex was very active in the community. He played in Dr. 
Woodhull’s brass band, was a member of the male quartet, 
took part in plays, was on the executive of the tennis and 
curling clubs, was an examining Scout master, member of the 
Board of Trade, secretary of the flour mill, in charge of 
Manitoba Sanitorium Funds, member of the Town Council in 
1909 and 1910 and elected mayor in 1911. 
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In 1912 Alex was made inspector of Manitoba branches of the 
Union Bank and they moved to Winnipeg. In that year his first 
book of poetry, “Manitoba Memories” was published. For a 
number of years he was president of the Lord Selkirk 
Association and a past president of the Canadian Authors 
Association. He was three times judge of the Alberta Poetry 
Contest. 
 
Adapted from A Century of Living, page 620 and The Mere Living, page 204. 
 
 
The Poems of a Small Town Bank Manager 
 
Alex Sutherland’s responsibilities managing the local bank, as 
well as honing the financial skills required in that work, did not 
keep him from exploring and expressing his creative side. An 
inveterate poet, this example recalls the opening of the winter’s 
curling season in 1911, complete (complete with a heavy 
Scottish brogue): 
 
 Cauld winter with his mantle raw 
 Is ower a’ the toon. 
 
 The skips, ye ken, hae mad a draw, 
 An’ brooms are flirtin’ roun’. 
 
 The curlin’ stanes are oot again; 
 Eh, Mon! Bit they’re a sicht. 
 
 Tam Hopkins busy buying grain 
 So stays in toon at nicht. 
 
 

 
 
 
 James mcArter’s comin’ hame; 
 His summer’s work is dune. 
 
 He’ll ‘Haud his hand’ in many a game 
 Where curlers are aroun’. 
 Jack Broon and Fry are out for blood. 
 
 I wunna say for sure, 
 But that they’ll ding us in the mud 
 Afore the winter’s oor. 
 
 Sae ‘Soup ‘er up or ‘Let her curl!’ 
 ‘Eh! bit she’s comin grand. 
 
 Mon she’s a game for a’ the world! 
 But I maun ma hand. 
 
 
  


