In 1902 Mr. Crawford built and occupied the store now owned
by J. McDowell. Although this building never boasted a clock,
it had a high clock tower that the Hartney Star declared “lent to
the store a certain novelty and grace.” When, in 1906 the Union
Bank sought to enlarge its premises Mr. Crawford sold this
store to the bank and built beside it the one-storey building that
is now L.H. Gabel’s jewellery store.
Mr. Crawford served on the school board and the council and
was mayor of the town in 1909. He took a leading and vocal
part in planning the town hall and was one of the company who
started the Lyceum theatre.
Many of the school children used to stand before Mr.
Crawford’s store window to admire the rings, brooches and
clocks displayed there, but they were most interested in a
miniature golden steam engine that Mr. Crawford constructed
with tiny wheels and pistons, which they were told would
actually run.
Although there had been engines installed in old buggies that
ran on Hartney’s streets before 1908, it was in that year that
Mr. Crawford brought the first factory-built automobile to the
town. It was a Ford. He enjoyed driving it but was so
concerned for the effect its appearance had on the horses that
when he saw one approaching he used to sop his car, walk
around to meet the horse and driver, lead the horse past the
automobile and wait until the horse was on its way before
starting his motor again.
Text adapted from The Mere Living, page 100.

The high clock tower on Mr. Crawford’s jewellery store is
seen in the archival image above and as it appears today,
without the pyramidal roof cap.
.

We Made Hartney
Farmer
Farming Expert James Duthie

J

AMES DUTHIE WAS BORN in Cummiston, Aberdeen,
Scotland in October 1855. James arrived in Grand Rapids
Michigan in 1879 and spent part of a year there. In the fall
of 1880 he arrived in Guelph, Ontario, where he registered as a
member of the first class at the Ontario Agricultural College
and spent most of two years there.
In June 1882, he, along with Henry D. Smith arrived at
Brandon, which was the end of the Canadian Pacific Railway
line at that time. Seeking land near water and trees for mixed
farming purposes, he chose 1-6-24 in the Hartney district,
where he continued to live until his death in 1932.
He was one of the first trustees of the first Presbyterian Church
and was an elder for over 40 years. In 1892 he was the first
President of the Hartney Agricultural Society. He also served
as a Municipal Councillor, President of the Shorthorn Breeders
Association, and the Manitoba Cattle Breeders. In 1900 he was
Master of Hartney Masonic Lodge and in 1923 District Deputy
Grand Master. For more than one term he was a member of the
Board of Governors of the Manitoba Agricultural College in
Winnipeg and served as Chairman.
Adapted from A Century of Living, page 309.

The Hartney Farmers’ Institute

offered a special prize of $5.00 for the blacksmith “shoeing one
horse all round fastest and best” and a special prize of a child’s
rocking chair for the “handsomest baby at the fair.”

In 1890 the Manitoba government passed an act authorizing the
formation of Farmers’ Institutes in any district where petition
of 25 or more requested this. The members of such an institute
were to pay a 50 cent fee to be matched by a 50 cent grant from
the government for each paid up member. The institutes were
to hold periodic meetings for the discussion of farming
practices and the importation of good seeds, plants and animals
to their own districts.

In 1900 the Agricultural Society secured a tract of 15 acres
formerly held by the CPR and built thereon a structure to serve
as a display building for the fair and as a rink in the winter. The
building was ready by June of 1902 and that year the fair was
held in the summer instead of in the fall, with baseball and
lacrosse to amuse those not so keenly interested in the stockjudging rings.

Thirty-four of the most progressive farmers met the home of
J.M. Fee in 1893, signed the necessary petition and formed a
Farmers’ Institute. They met monthly thereafter and at each
meeting one of more members gave a paper on a farm subject.
W.B. Muir who had one of the best gardens, spoke on “A
Farmer’s Garden,” James Duthie on “What is a Good Herd,”
William Laughland on “The Selection of Good Seed” and John
Aikenhead on “Dry Fodder and Ensilage.” They frequently
invited S.A. Bedford of the Brandon Experimental Farm to
instruct them in better farming methods.
At a meeting in 1896 the wives of the members were invited to
hear a paper by Miss Eva Underhill of the Barber district on
“Labour in the Household.” At the close of this entertaining
evening, Mr. Aikenhead, the president, invited all those who
had taken part in the program to an oyster supper at the hotel.
To show the results of good agricultural methods the men of
the Farmers’ Institute organized an Agricultural Society in
1893 and held the first Hartney Fair in October of that year in
the incompleted mill building. The first prize list of that year

Fair day was a day apart, and followed a pattern through the
years. The stock to be shown was placed in the show building
the day before the fair or early on fair day, groomed for display
until they shone. Other exhibits were in place early too so that
the judges of all but the livestock could finish their work before
the fair opened at one o’clock.
By noon the streets were alive with teams and buggies, the
livery stables were full of horses and their yards of vehicles of
all kinds. People hurried to the fair ground or loitered to talk to
friends on their way. The band struck up a lively tune as the
musicians marched in their smart uniforms toward the fair,
followed by a crowd of admiring boys. In 1911 William
Laughland was invited to the Provincial Exhibition in
Winnipeg in honour of his having been the winner of the
Hundred Dollar Gold Medal for the best 25 bushels of Red Fife
wheat at the fist provincial exhibition, as well as having won
the highest awards at Antwerp, Paris, Glasgow and St. Louis.
Adapted from The Mere Living, page 129.

We Made Hartney
Tradespeople
Milliners Alice and Ida Edwards

T

WO YOUNG WOMEN, Alice and Ida Edwards came
about 1894 to Hartney from the Melita district, where
their father was a pioneer farmer, and set up a dressmaking business above Dan Sutherland’s bakery. The demand
for dresses was so great that they soon had several assistants,
among them Miss Mary Morris. So their customers might be
clad in the latest fashion, the Edwards sisters visited
Minneapolis to observe the styles of that city and on their
return created the floor-length, stiffly-boned, high-collared
frocks then in vogue. These were worn with the large heavy
hats and bonnets of velvet, silk and straw turned out by a
milliner at the A.E. Hill Co. store.
After running a successful business for over five years the
Edwards sisters were married on the same June day in 1900 at
their father’s Melita farm, Ida to A.E. Fry and Alice to Tom
Hopkins. Ida and A.E. Fry had planned a stylish wedding. Tom
Hopkins and Alice Edwards were the attendants. The Fry
wedding was over, and guests returned to the Edwards home
when Tom and Alice announced their intention to be married
then and there.
The Edwards’ dress-making business passed into the hands of
Misses Eva and Emily Magwood who carried it on until they
married and left Hartney. Miss Irene McDermott, as milliner,
worked with both the Edwards and the Magwood sisters.

Another pair of sisters, Misses Margaret and Jennie McArter
became well known as dress-makers in the early years of the
century. Miss Margaret McArter was for many years in charge
of the dress-making departments in the J.C. Callander and A.E.
Hill stores. Later she opened her own business in her home
which she operated for over 15 years until failing health
prevented her continuing.
In the days before ready-made dresses were available, it was
customary to have a seamstress to stay for a week or more in
the home of her customers in turn, to fashion dresses and other
garments for the whole family. Miss Jennie McArter,
handicapped to a considerable degree by arthritis, was one of
those. Her services were booked ahead for many weeks,
particularly in the spring and fall. It was a thrill to have her in
the home, laden with all the latest fashion books. How the girls
in town enjoyed choosing the styles for their new dresses, and
how weary they grew from standing on floor and table to have
their dresses fitted. Miss Jennie McArter, a patient gentle
woman had quantities of beautiful auburn hair that she wore in
an intricate coiffure. Arthritis made it difficult for her to
arrange her own hair and that was done for her by the women
at whose homes she sewed.
Couture dress designs from Paris, available in popular magazines,
influenced styles even in small towns like Hartney.

A courageous Hartney businesswoman was Mrs. Kate Maley.
A widow in Blackpool, England, with two small daughters that
she supported by dress-making and needlework, she decided to
emigrate to Canada under the farm-help scheme of the day. In
1905 she and her daughters, Peggy and Molly, arrived in
Canada. Mrs. Maley answered an advertisement in a Winnipeg
paper for a woman to assist at a farm home and soon she and
her daughters found themselves at the George Gibson home in
the Barber district.
Mrs. Maley’s ability as a dress-maker became known and soon
she was going from home to home to make dresses, while Mrs.
Gibson kept Peggy and Molly. Assisted financially by Mr.
Gibson, Mrs. Maley rented rooms above D.G. Ennis’s bakery
and opened her own dress-making shop. Her work advertised
itself and she could not fill the orders, so she accepted an offer
from J.C. Callander to take charge of the dress-making
department in his store and secured several assistants.
During the summer of 1908 Mrs. Maley took a course in
millinery at Winnipeg, and with her taste and skill became as
able a milliner as she was a dress-maker. On her return to
Hartney she opened a millinery store in the Lewis building and
rented the Dale house where her mother, Mrs. Goslin joined
her before Christmas 1908 to care for the family. The following
year Mrs. Maley bought the E.A. Cuthbert store to the north of
the Imperial Hotel, enlarged her business to include, beside
millinery, blouses, dresses and fancy goods, and moved her
family into the rooms over the store.

Unfortunately the steady sewing affected her eyes and Mrs.
Maley, in need of work that required less eye-strain,
investigated homestead land in the west. In June of 1910 she
secured a homestead in the Monitor district near Provost,
Alberta, and after doing three months homestead duty there
returned to Hartney in time for the millinery season in the fall.
For the next three years she did her homestead duties in Alberta
as well as carrying on the millinery business in Hartney.
Subsequently the Maley family went to San Diego California,
where Mrs. Maley died in 1956.
Adapted from The Mere Living, page 214.

Making a Dress in 1900
After marriage many women who were fully trained
dressmakers would set up as the little dressmaker who could
interpret the latest mode at an insignificant price. The answer
was to select a dress design from a glossy magazine, then turn
to a local dressmaker with a manual Singer sewing machine.
The local dressmaker would run up a new gown very cheaply.
Many dressmakers were employed solely to work on blouses.
With its profusion of lace and intricate details the blouse was a
perfect example of conspicuous waste and conspicuous
consumption. Usually the principal fabrics of the blouse were
net and lace, cleverly pieced together with faggotting and lace
insertions. This was then further trimmed with satin strappings
and velvet ribbons. After 1905 cotton net was sometimes
embroidered with small designs of leaves, flowers or spots and

since the blouse was so fashionable, machine embroidery both
commercial and domestic flourished until 1914.
The trends that marked 1900-1910 fashions reflected a
significant turning point in history and style. The end of the
Victorian era and beginning of the Edwardian era, this period
reflected the manner in which men's and women's clothes were
losing a little of their rigid formality and becoming more
useful.
An important aspect of 1900 to 1910 fashions is the change of
technology across many countries. The Industrial Revolution
was in full swing and cloth could now be mass produced. This
led to clothing that could be mass produced, which was an
entirely new fashion concept. People no longer had to make
their clothes themselves or rely on a seamstress or tailor. Some
outfits could be bought off the rack for the very first time.
Women adopted a simpler fashion form from 1900 to 1910
than they had done in previous years. Restrictive corsets and
high collars relaxed slightly. Dresses were still the standard,
but they no longer needed to be puffed up around the hips with
petticoats. Skirts became floor length instead of trailing.
One of the popular styles later in the decade between 1900 to
1910 was the hobble skirt. This skirt was somewhat full at the
waist and tapered towards the ankles. Hats were still all the
rage and the larger the better. It didn't matter what your hat was
decorated with, as long as it was decorated and big.

A seamstress working on a gown.

We Made Hartney
Merchant
Men’s Clothier and Hotelier Arthur Fry

A

RTHUR FRY WAS BORN MARCH 1, 1872 in Port
Hope, Ontario, the youngest son of Tom Fry and
Lovedy Hancock. His parents had come from
Warbston, Cornwall England by sailboat - a trip of some five
weeks.
Arthur Fry came from Ontario to Manitoba in 1892 to join his
brothers Thomas, George and Richard, who farmed in the
Meglund district. 1895 found Arthur Fry working in the
Hartney post office and selling men’s overcoats from a room in
the rear of the office.
During the next few years Mr. Fry was involved with many
business enterprises in Hartney – such as Fry Bros. Men’s
Furnishings. This firm came about with the arrival of Uncle
Jim Fry and family from Carleton Place, Ontario. Uncle Jim
was an experienced tailor. Uncle Dick finally purchased A.E.’s
shares. There was the building of a livery barn which was
managed by William Butler with the barn later being bought by
him. A furniture business was purchased in partnership with
Tom Hopkins. This was sold in 1908 to H. Walton when Mr
Fry acquired the Avondale hotel. The name was changed to the
Imperial. There were other alterations made in the building –
the part facing East Railway was opened up with large plate
glass windows into a pool room and barber shop, and a grocery
store and ice cream parlour were opened on the Poplar Street
side. Mr. Fry converted the grocery store to hardware in 1916
and operated this business until 1935.

A.E. Fry was an early member of the Masonic Lodge of
Hartney. At one time he had an office in the Grand Lodge of
Manitoba. He was interested in all sports. In winter it was
curling, and many were the spoils brought home from
bonspiels. Mr. Fry was sometimes manager or secretary of the
baseball team and he also did some chauffeuring with his
Model T when visiting teams arrived from neighbouring towns.
Adapted from A Century of Living, page 335.

The Avondale Hotel is visible in the right foreground. Even in a small town like Hartney there
were three hotels:

A Day in the Life of a Small Town Hotel
“Running a small-town Manitoba hotel in the early 1900s was
hard work. The hotel staff usually consisted of at least two
chambermaids and a cook who worked from morning till night,
cleaning the guest rooms, doing the laundry, and washing
dishes. The maid's work day usually started at 6:00 a.m. and
ended at 9:00 p.m. for which she was paid $10 per month, plus
room and board. Porters not only assisted hotel guests with

their luggage; they also washed dishes, milked the cows that
supplied the milk for the hotel and did all the odd jobs. The
upstairs maid also polished the silver and glassware and kept
everything shining.
All members of the hotel owner’s family had to share in the
work of running the hotel. “One of the duties of the kids was to
help with the housekeeping and at noon you had to take your
turn at washing the dishes before going back to school. My
sister, Irma, served as a waitress in the dining room when she
was barely taller than the table tops.” “The years in the Hotel
were busy ones for all of the family. It was the boys’ job to fire
the wood-burning furnace. This meant rising about three a.m.
and again at six to stoke the furnace. … We were responsible
for bringing in blocks of ice and snow to melt for the daily
wash. … We hauled our drinking water from the town well.”
Wash days – usually Mondays – were an ordeal, especially in
winter. Washing bedding and clothes was often a two-day
proposition. Water had to be hauled and then heated in tubs the
night before. Start-up time was set for five or six a.m. and the
laundry process quite often ran into the afternoon. The next
day, one of the maids would run the clothes and sheets through
a mangle, a machine used to wring water out of wet laundry.
Most hotels did not get running water until the 1940s or 1950s,
so water had to be hauled from a well in the summer. In the
winter, hotels used melted ice and snow, or water that had been
collected in rain barrels during the previous summer.”
© Joan Champ, 2011

We Made Hartney
Tradespeople
Butcher and Stock Marketer Sydney Fyson

S

YDNEY FYSON CAME TO HARTNEY from
Boissevain in 1904 and was connected with meat
marketing. He had a butcher shop and was connected in
buying furs and cattle hides for shipment, and in hunting foxes
and wolves for their hides. He was a tall rangy Englishman and
when, with a perpetual cigar in his mouth he drove through the
streets or along the country road in a democrat drawn by a team
of equally rangy roan horses, followed by a pack of lean
hounds, he presented a sight not easily forgotten.
When he ceased to own a butcher shop, Syd Fyson became the
butcher for the beef-rings set up in the rural districts. A beefring was a combination of neighbouring farmers who took
turns in contributing a well-fed cow or steer to be butchered
each week to provide beef for the members of the ring. The
districts around Hartney chose different days of the week for
butchering their beef and Sid Fyson drove to each in turn to
prepare the roasts, steaks and lesser cuts for the customers
whose turn it was to receive each. Through this contact with
the farm people Syd became well known and liked by the entire
community. When the use of horses was discontinued, Syd,
sitting erect and tall at the wheel of an uncovered Ford car, a
cigar still in his mouth and a hound or two riding in the car’s
rear seat, continued to attract attention.
Adapted from The Mere Living, page 175.

Interior of a typical butcher shop at the turn of the 20th century.

A Beef Ring Building

The Wyer Brothers and D.W. Rea
Two brothers, J.E. and Harry Wyer, were also connected with
meat marketing in Hartney. They came from Peterborough,
England, and at first worked in Frank Hill’s butcher shop. In
1905 they purchased the Brookbank lot and built a two story
brick building in it. There they operated a butcher shop on the
first floor, while J.E. Wyer and his wife lived in the rooms
above until 1912.

Essentially a small slaughterhouse, this structure in Gilbert
Plains, completed in 1923, facilitated the co-operative efforts
of a rural community to ensure a supply of fresh beef in times
before refrigerated storage was available. Each week during the
summer a member of the Beef Ring supplied a steer to be kept
overnight in the holding stall, killed and butchered in the
compact but ingeniously equipped main room and then shared.
The utilitarian building thus belies its internal inventiveness:
like the inclusion of a holding stall separate from the killing
floor, the large wooden built-in hoist for lifting the carcass, a
metal ring embedded in the concrete floor to secure the animal
before slaughter, and the row of large nails along two walls,
each numbered, where the members’ portions of beef were
placed in sugar sacks.

Besides his butcher shop, D.W. Rea developed a thriving trade
in livestock. As the meat-packing plans in St. Boniface
expanded, the railways found it profitable to provide stock
trains at regular intervals to carry cattle from rural communities
to the stock yards there. The CNR arranged with D.W. Rea that
if he would build a cattle corral they would connect it with the
railway by a short spur line. D.W. Rea bought the house of
Alex Mains and the land around it formerly owned by the
Hartney Manufacturing Company. The Rea family lived in the
house and on the poperty Mr Rea built a corral.
Rea paid the farmers fair prices and they willingly sold him
their cattle and hogs. When the CNR stock train passed down
the Virden-Carman branch line every two weeks, Read usually
had two carloads of stock for shipment. But, when in the 1920s
trucks replaced most of the horses for farm transportation, the
farmes found that by drawing their own cattle and hogs to
market they could eliminate or reduce the cost of transportation
and receive greater cash returns from their stock stales. And
when a packing plant was established in Brandon, rail
shipments of stock from the Hartney district practically ceased.
Adapted from The Mere Living, page 17x.

We Made Hartney
Merchant
Merchant W.H.B. (Harry) Hill

H

.C. HAMELIN WAS SWEEPING the steps of his
Hartney store one September morning in 1896 when
two passing strangers asked him if his store were for

sale.

“It is, if I can get the right price for it,” Hamelin answered.
He was facing some business difficulties and offered the stock
to the strangers at ninety cents on the dollar.
“Will you hold that offer open for three days?” one of the
strangers asked.
Hamelin agreed, hurried down the street to Harry Perrin’s
office and returned with a three-day option on the stock of the
store, which was signed by the three men. The two strangers
drove away. They were A.E. Hill, who owed a general store at
Griswold, and his brother W.H.B. (Harry) Hill.
The Hills took possession in October and named their new
business “The Red Star Store,” which name they dropped in
1898 and operated simply as “The A.E. Hill Co., Ltd.” Harry
was the manager from the time it was purchased until his death
in 1940, when his youngest daughter Irene succeeded him.
Through all his years in business Harry Hill was active in
community affairs. He represented the Hartney ward on the
council of Cameron Municipality, before the town was
incorporated. After incorporation he was a councillor for the
new town and mayor in 1907-10. He was mayor continuously
from 1917 until 1927. When Mr. Hill retired as mayor in 1927

an address read by Mr. M. Render on behalf of the council and
the town reviewed the progress during his term of office, and
an armchair was presented him as a token of gratitude for his
services.
W.H.B. Hill was active in the establishment of the “The
Willard House” as a temperance hotel and was the first
president of the “The Hartney Hotel Company.” He was a
member of the Hartney Lyceum Theatre Company that brought
the first motion pictures to the town hall in 1910 and that built
the present theatre. He was an active member of the Masonic
Order and a staunch Anglican who, for 35 years, was the
rector’s warden of the Anglican church.

Irene Hill
Irene Hill was sent to Ovenden College in Ontario and then to
the University of Toronto where she received a Bachelor of
Arts degree. Her application to the University’s Library was
accepted and she spent 12 satisfying years there in different
departments and in her spare time typing manuscripts for one
of Canada’s most renowned scholars. She was secretarytreasurer of the Hartney Figure Skating Club, president of the
Hartney Golf Club, secretary of the Hartney-Cameron
Chamber of Commerce and librarian of the Hartney-Cameron
Library for 30 years.
Adapted from A Century of Living, page 384.

When Harry Hill died in 1940 his daughter, Irene, gave up her
position in the library of the University of Toronto and took
over the management of the Hartney store, with A.E. Hill to
assist and advise her. Mr Hill and his sister, Miss Louisa, had a
few years previously moved into a suite of rooms above the
store where Miss Hill died in 1937. A.E. continued to occupy
the rooms for many years more and lived until 1953.
In July, 1956, the A.E. Hill Company Ltd., with members of
their present staff, held a reception to celebrate their 60th year
in business in Hartney. Misses Flora and Irene Hill and Mrs.
Pelleran La Gloire of Quebec, represented the company.
Adapted from The Mere Living, page 147.

The Hill children, including baby Irene, were
cared for by a nurse from mother Irene’s New
Orleans home.

These establishments served the rural populations of small
towns and villages and the farmers in the surrounding area.
Besides selling dry goods, farming equipment and other
supplies, they sometimes also served as the local post office,
drugstore and undertaker. They were also a popular meeting
place for socializing and news gathering.

“Hills Corner,” as it came to be called, with the A.E. Hill store on the right and the adjacent
Lewis Block. The old Avondale Hotel is on the left.

A Day in the Life of a General Store
The small-town general store, also known as mercantiles and
emporiums, were essential aspect of commercial activity in
small-town life, and saw their heyday in the period between
1880 and 1930.

The storekeepers stocked their establishments with
merchandise procured from salesmen who represented
wholesale houses and manufacturers found in larger cities.
Merchandise selections were often large and varied, though
most of the items available for sale were those of necessity. As
people and businesses prospered in the economy during the
1890s more luxury items were introduced into the store
inventories. The expansion of the railroads, the advent of mass
production and technological advances such as the refrigerated
railcar to transport perishable foods all combined to escalate
the national distribution and variety of goods that were
available in the stores.
Most of the wall space in a general store was taken up with
shelving to store and display for the merchandise; likewise the
floors were crowded with barrels, wooden boxes and crates.
Store counters were good for holding display cases for the
smaller items, a coffee grinder, scales and a cash register.
Many stores had a display window or two in the front of the

building. Cellars, basements and second floors were used for
storage of merchandise and displays.
The proprietors of general stores knew almost all of their
customers and they were adept at anticipating their needs. It
was not uncommon for articles to be sold on credit or for
payment to be accepted in the form of bartered goods.
What were some of the items that could be found in a general
store?
Food and consumables included coffee beans, spices, baking
powder, oatmeal, flour, sugar, tropical fruit, hard candy, eggs,
milk, butter, fruit and vegetables, honey and molasses,
crackers, cheese, syrup and dried beans, cigars and tobacco.
Dry goods included bolts of cloth, pins and needles, thread,
ribbon, silk, buttons, collars, undergarments, suspenders,
dungarees, hats and shoes.
Essential items such as rifles, pistols, ammunition, lanterns,
lamps, rope, crockery, pots and pans, cooking utensils and
dishes, farm and milking equipment and even coffins could be
found.
The apothecary sections of the stores were well represented
with a surprisingly large number of patent medicines, remedies,
soaps and toiletries and elixirs.

Many old general stores were dark and, depending upon the geographical location, probably
damp and humid. Cast iron stoves heated the stores during the cold months. Many of the
stores may have been muddy and dusty, given the foot traffic from unpaved roads.

