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certain occupations and avocations so that readers can come to
fully understand and appreciate who these people were, what
they did, and how they did it.

HE THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE who have made
BALDUR their home over the years, since its inception
in 1890, have been a fascinating group, full of strength
and wisdom, wit and vigour, kindness and foresight.

This booklet was developed through a project called Notable
People, an initiative of the Historic Resources Branch of
Manitoba Culture, Heritage and Tourism. That project allowed
us to develop a comprehensive inventory of potential
candidates, and to carefully analyze and assess the relative
significance of the approximately 200 individuals profiled. We
are grateful to the Province for this support and direction.

Some of these people are also significant, key figures in our
history. They have either come to define Baldur by their very
being, or they have changed Baldur through their actions and
decisions.
This booklet recognizes and honours these people.

It is easy at the turn of the 21st century to forget the origins and
qualities of Manitoba’s smaller communities. But at their
beginnings these were very industrious places, with young,
ambitious people, full of life, and with great dreams for their
new home. It is also important to recall that these places were
also self-sustaining, with nearly everything one would need
made at hand. Much of what was required for daily life was
manufactured here, from bricks to dresses, harnesses to flour. A
place like Baldur in 1900 was active, lively and fun.

On the following pages you will encounter the collection of
Baldur-ites who have made a real difference. The way we have
chosen to explore and describe these people has been to focus
on traditional occupations and avocations. With one key person
typically defining each entry (a merchant, a school teacher, a
brick-maker, etc.) we expect that the rich and deep experience
of life and work in Baldur can be effectively and succinctly
defined.
The people profiled in this booklet are special, but we have
also endeavoured to feature others with slightly lesser claims to
significance who help define or enhance a certain entry. And
where possible we have also added information and details on

It is important to set the stage for the following stories.
The creation of the Village of Baldur as a commercial centre in
its current location was not part of the plan when The Northern
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along a route south of the R.M. of Argyle, bringing service to
La Riviere, Pilot Mound and eventually Boissevain, and a third
line to the north served Glenboro by 1885.

Pacific and Manitoba Railway began building its line through
the Municipality of Argyle in 1889. In 1899 the Baldur Gazette
Historical Edition offered this introduction to the history of the
region:

That left the people of Argyle in the middle, forced to make
long trips for supplies and to market their produce. That didn’t
stop them from establishing farms schools and churches,
raising families, and generally getting on with life. But the
story of the early days in Argyle is the shaped by those
geographic circumstances.

“Up to the year 1879 the municipality of Argyle was a
wilderness of bluffs and prairie grass in which the wolf, the
badger and the prairie hen found shelter. In that year John
Wilson crossed the Pembina river and pitched his tent on what
is now known as the Marringhurst plains. Mr. and Mrs
Wilson's hospitality to the immigrants passing through in those
early days is not forgotten. In the same year William Stark,
John. O. Bell and John Harrower and others settled in the
Roseberry District. In the year 1880 the influx of settlers began
in earnest to the east half of the municipality. The Playfairs,
Cramers and others took possession of that fine township east
of the town of Baldur.”
There were no towns in Argyle as we know them in the 1880s.
Settlements were known by the name given the post office.
Sometimes these locations included a general store, with
perhaps a school or a church nearby contributing to the sense
of identity. Services such as grist and sawmills opened to serve
very local needs but were not usually associated with an
identifiable village or settlement. Because of the relative
isolation of the region in the middle ground between the
Boundary Commission Trail and the Assiniboine River, Argyle
avoided the speculative boomtowns that blossomed and then
disappeared along those routes.
By the summer of 1882, the completion of the Manitoba
portion of the C.P.R. trans-continental railway had created a
string of towns along its line from Winnipeg to Moosomin,
Saskatchewan. A second westward line was soon completed

This map, from the pre-railway days, shows the
communities that existed in the Argyle district.
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By 1881 the first council of the newly created R.M. of Argyle
was in place and by 1886 15 school districts had been
established. Land was being broken. Crops were being grown.
As in all parts of the province in pioneer times, the
communication and population patterns evolving in the prerailroad days were to undergo a major change once those rails
arrived.

Given that beginning, the name “Chesterville,” suggested by a
railway official named Mr. Lehorn, would have seemed
appropriate, but Sigurdur Chistopherson’s daughter Carrie has
been given credit for the suggesting the name “Baldur,” the
Nordic god of innocence and summer sun. A vote settled the
issue and Baldur it was. Carrie herself was recognized in the
name of the second avenue of the new town.

While the surveyors were busy grading the line, farmers in the
Otenaw district lead by A.W Playfair, succeeded in convincing
the railway company that another station was needed between
Greenway and Belmont. The first site chosen was three miles
west of the present town and again citizens, including Jesse
Chester, Peter Strang and Sigurdur Chistopherson, rallied in
support of the current location. The surveyor reconsidered and
chose a location a few miles further east. This still wasn’t what
the locals had in mind and Jesse Chester apparently carried the
surveyor’s equipment himself to the current site. His
persuasion won out.

The Brandon Sun, Jun 5, 1891.

Carrie Avenue.
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Baldur’s development and growth in the early years of the
twentieth century followed a pattern established across
Manitoba, as newcomers, often quite young and from a variety
of backgrounds, came together and through their energy,
ingenuity and determination made a life for themselves and
their descendants.

Before the first train arrived, Mr. A. E. Cramer had moved his
creamery from his farm to the site of the new town. It was in
turn sold to G.W. Griffith as a general store in the spring of
1890, still before the town site was settled. The main street was
named Elizabeth, after Mr. Griffith’s wife.
In the fall of 1989 Mr. G.W. Playfair had moved his grain
buying business to the new town site, and into a building he
had also moved from its previous location on his farm. Once
the issue of the town site was firmly settled he moved the
building to the front street and began a lumber, furniture and
coal business.
Other businesses soon followed. Sigurdur Christopherson, who
had taken the role of Icelandic Immigration Officer, opened an
office. William McKnight build a carriage and blacksmith
shop. Thomas E. Poole erected a store for his hardware and
tinsmith business. A.E. Cramer built a two-storey building used
as a saddlery shop by C.W. Watson. G.W. Cramer built a
blacksmith shop, which was operated by Harry Goodman.
Thus the names we have come to know as Baldur pioneers
established themselves in the very early days of the town. By
1898 the population was around 400 and townspeople could
choose from four general stores, a hardware, three fruit and
confectionery stores and a host of other businesses. It had
become the commercial centre of the agricultural region that
surrounded it, and in doing so had become, quite separate from
that, a community.

The “Invincibles,” Baldur’s unbeatable hockey team,
ca. 1903. (Photo courtesy S. J. McKee Archives)
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Change and Opportunity
As the decades have passed, new transportation choices and the
continually improving roads changed everything, leaving no
need for more than one “full-service” market town. Being
centrally located, and having a well-developed business
section, that town was Baldur.
And today? It’s not as busy as it was on any given Saturday
night in 1956, when all the stores on a two block span of
Elizabeth Avenue and down Second Street were open late, with
both tables busy at the pool hall, with a movie playing at the
Memorial Hall and with every parking spot full. But a walk
down that same Elizabeth Avenue today will take you past the
K-12 school, that replaced the 1905 Simpson School, and the
Credit Union that long ago replaced the Union Bank built in
1903. The Fowler Block is still home to a thriving grocery
store and T. Poole’s Hardware, built in 1910, now houses the
Argyle Museum. The Train Station grounds have been lovingly
re-cast as a park; and several newer buildings housing Senior’s
Housing and a Personal Care Home have appeared. Several
commercial services are evident; such as the “modern” Motor
Hotel across the street from the site of the original Chester
House, the nearby Post Office, a café and variety store, the
offices of the Baldur Gazette, and a Coop.
Two views of Elizabeth Avenue – separated by more
than a century. (Archival photo courtesy of S.J. McKee
Archives)

The needs of Baldur’s population are different than they were
in 1896, or even in 1956, and such a walk reminds us that times
change and what we see is a town adapting to its changing role.
What we see is a community that continues to serve its people.
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The list of Baldur’s notable people has mostly been arranged
alphabetically, according to last names, with four exceptions.
The first four entries have been determined to more effectively
set the stage for those who follow, describing pioneer
experiences and early farm life.

Goodman, Harry
Johnson, Christian
Harrower, John

Christopherson, Sigurder

Lee, Foon

Porter, William

Kristofersson, Hernit

Playfair, A.W.

Poole, Thomas

Dale, James

Schultz, Margaret

Taylor, William Stuart

Snydal, Karolina (Nurse)

Parsonage, Everett

Stevens, Fred

Stark, William

The Invincibles

Notable Baldur Area Families

Johnson, Tom

Chester, Jesse
Cleghorn Dr. Irving
Curtis, Percival
Playfair, George W.
Schultz, Frank
Bateman, Mildred
Community Religious Leaders
Fowler, Alex
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and the one who found them. In this way he made more money
than his wages. When he was 25 years old, he managed to save
enough to pay his passage to America. He saw it was not
possible to live in Iceland except in poverty and he thought
how much better it would be to live in a country where grain,
fruit and vegetables would grow. No one from that part had
emigrated from Iceland and everyone thought it a foolish
move.

Pioneer
Farmer Sigurder Christopherson

A few days before Whit Sunday, 1873, he bade farewell to
family and friends who had accompanied him to the seaport
town of Husavik. There he boarded a small sailing vessel
called 'Hjalmar', that was leaving for Norway. Among those
who took passage on the same boat were Gudrun and Gudfinna
Aradottir (sisters of Skafti Arason), and Jon Halldorson.
On June 30, 2 a.m., they arrived at New York. It was a dark
night, but the city was shining with lights, the most beautiful
sight Sigurdur had seen in his life. The young Icelanders then
had their first taste of railway travel from New York to
Milwaukee. From there the men set out looking for work.
Sigurdur was hired by a farmer for $18 a month. He found the
weather unbearably hot and found it hard to sleep at night; he
became ill.
In July, 1875, Skafti Arason and Kristjan Jonsson arrived in
Milwaukee from Kinmount. They were on their way to
Manitoba to look for land. Sigurdur joined them and after
deciding on the Keewatin district north of Manitoba for the
Icelandic Immigrants, the three men took work on the C.P.R. in
East Selkirk until October when the Icelanders from Kinmount
joined them.

Sigurdur was born on July 9, 1848, at Neslondum, Myvatn,
Iceland. As an adult he worked for a neighbouring farmer, but
wages were poor. Late every fall he went up the mountains
searching for sheep that had not been found the first time of fall
roundup. These trips were fraught with danger and hardship.
Any sheep found so late in the fall and winter were equally
divided between the owner (all sheep are marked in Iceland)
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named for her. Both took an active part in community life.
Their doors were always open to friends and strangers. Many
families would stay with them or on Sigurdur's pre-emption
(Little Baldur) until they could get their own homes built.

Caroline Taylor was born May 11, 1856, the daughter of
William Stuart Taylor and Isabella Slimmons. Her early
childhood was spent in Kingston, Ontario, later, the family
moved to Lansing, Michigan. When Caroline was nine years
old, her mother died, leaving five daughters. There followed a
sad period when these five little girls in heavy mourning (black
dresses trimmed with black crepe) lived with their griefstricken father. Strangers would stop them on the street and ask
them whom they mourned, and the girls would burst into tears.
Carrie, in later years, had a strong aversion to mourning,
especially for children.

A new house was built in 1896; in 1904 a large barn. Sigurdur
continued much colonization work, making more trips back to
Iceland, and also some into the Swan River area of Manitoba.
He had also built up a real estate and insurance business, with
Carrie working as his secretary, well able to carry on his
business when he was away.
In 1903, Sigurdur was finally struck down by ill health and was
confined to bed for months. The following winter he suffered a
relapse, so on his doctor's advice, he and Carrie travelled to the
west coast. On a previous trip, Sigurdur had bought a piece of
land on the seaside. One day when the west coast climate had
made him stronger, they walked up to this property, a beauty
spot with an overgrown orchard, they fell in love with it.

Carrie’s uncle, John Taylor, had become involved with a group
of Icelandic settlers, including, Sigurdur Christopherson, who
were arranging to settle in Manitoba. Through him she met
Sigurder in Winnipeg and they were married January 22, 1877.
Because the Icelanding settlement was under a smallpox
quarantine the happy couple stood on one side of Netley Creek
(the quarantine boundary) while the Metis minister stood on
the other.

Sigurdur died on Easter Day, March 27, 1921. Carrie died on
December 9, 1923. The day of her funeral was like a summer
day, sunny and warm, 'just like Carrie's character', it was said.
Both are buried in the Grund Cemetery here in Argyle
Municipality.

Sigurdur had taken a homestead and named it Husavik (just
south of Gimli), wherethey farmed for four years until moving
to Argyle Municipality in the spring of 1881 the move Their
new homestead of 'Grund', was on NE 10-6-14. Their
household effects, stove, dishes, and a precious box of books,
were shipped to Portage la Prairie, but were lost in transit.
They lived in a tent and Carrie cooked over a campfire all
summer until a small one-room cabin was built.

Adapted from Come into our Heritage, page 335.

Sigurdur was on the first town council of Baldur, and it was
Carrie who suggested the name for the town. 'Carrie Ave.' was
9

We Made Baldur

William John Porter was born in Toronto, Ontario, on March
23, 1856. When he was eight years old, he and his family
moved to Banda, Ontario, where he spent his early years.

Pioneer

As a young man in 1881, he went to the newly-opened west, in
search of a homestead, and joined old friends, Dick Wilson, the
Galloways and the Morrisons, living in the Marringhurst
district, which was east of the town now known as Glenora.
There he worked for a short time at a logging camp near Rock
Lake and helped build the first log post office in that district.
He also joined a survey party and worked on the southern line
of the C.P.R. He returned east in the fall, and the following
spring, he and his uncle, Robert Johnson, returned to Manitoba
and took up homesteads on 20-4-14. William took the north
half and Robert the south half. Here, Robert opened the first
post office, known as Moropano, later known as the Rosehill
district. William started work on his homestead, building a log
house, and also a shelter for his oxen, and breaking the sod
with a walking plow.

Farmer William Porter

One evening, one of his oxen took sick, and he walked to Pilot
Mound to the vet for medicine, and was back in the morning,
and saved the ox. He also walked to Emerson and often to
Brandon for supplies, staying overnight near Wawanesa with
friends for a night to rest up, and then go back to his
homestead. William continued his homestead improvements,
each year breaking the required number of acres to hold his
homestead. He went east each winter, returning in the spring.
On March 5, 1885, he married Miss Emma Jane McAteer in
Paradise, Ontario. When William and Emma returned to
Manitoba, they continued to improve their land, working with
horses now. They built a log house and other buildings.
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William took an active part in organizing the municipality of
Argyle, the local school districts, and in obtaining religious
services for his community. A man of high principles and deep
religious convictions, he was a member of the Methodist
Church, and later the United Church in Baldur.
During this time, a family of seven were born. When Mrs.
Porter passed away after the birth of the last child, William's
sisters came west to care for his family The children all
attended Rosehill School and later, Baldur High School, taking
an active part in sports and social activities in the Rosehill
district.
Adapted from Come into our Heritage, page 607.

The Moropano District was one of the early identifiable
communities during the pre-railroad days.

11

We Made Baldur

A.W. Playfair was born at Playfairville, Lanark County,
Ontario on May 26, 1850, the son of John and Elizabeth
Playfair and brother of George and John. He married Agnes
Morrow of Maberley, Ontario, in 1871.

Pioneer
Undertaker A. W. Playfair

In 1880, the Playfairs settled on a homestead in Otenaw, near
what is now the town of Baldur.
A.W. was a farmer and upon retiring the family moved into
Baldur where A.W. assumed the position of undertaker. The
hearse was kept in a barn in town and their grandchildren used
to play in it. A.W. also picked up the mail at the train with his
wheelbarrow and delivered it to the post office. The
grandchildren were treated to ice-cream cones after the mail
was picked up.
When the municipality of Argyle was organized in 1881, the
Honourable John Norquay appointed A.W. a commissioner to
swear in the first council of the new municipality. In 1883, he
was, himself, elected to the council, a responsibility he filled
many times over a period of the next 30 years.
A.W. was an ardent supporter of the Methodist, and then the
United Church in which he held many lay offices. He was a
generous contributor to the Bible Society, Wesley College and
the Children's Aid Society. He was an active member of the
Canadian Order of Foresters.

Andrew W. Playfair, front left, poses with his wife
Agnes on their 50th wedding anniversary in 1922. In
the back row stand daughters: Ethyl, Etta and Minnie.

Adapted from Come into our Heritage, page 600.
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by a family to measure the deceased, and further fashion a sixboard coffin for which the body would be laid out in for a onenight vigil that gave family and friends a chance to pay
respects. The purpose for the one to three day vigil gave the
deceased a chance to awake from a coma or show indications
of life. Within 24 to 48 hours of death, the coffin would be
carried to the village burial ground and interred in a final
resting place.

The Evolution of the Undertaker
Early undertakers tended to work as builders, joiners and
carpenters, skills that translated to coffin-making at times of
death in the village. This was often the case even in the early
20th century. The family would inform their doctor first to
certify a death, and then the local ‘layer out’—usually a
woman—would help carry out the ‘last offices’, attending to
the needs of both bereaved and deceased. They would call on
the local clergyman to attend, and summon the undertaker to
take measurements for a bespoke coffin, made in haste from
sanded and polished hardwood, and sealed inside with wax and
bitumen to avoid leakage.
The undertaker would return to the house to deliver the coffin,
sometimes having to remove a window as the door was too
narrow. The deceased, clothed in their best nightdress or
Sunday suit, would then rest in the front parlour until the
funeral, usually held three or four days after death.
Gradually, the function of the undertaker was assumed in many
small towns by the local furniture dealer, who have expert
knowledge of carpentry,a dn access to find woods and
hardware. And by the early 20th century local furniture makers
would be called upon to “undertake” difficult and emotional
tasks for the family when handling a death. Because these
skilled tradesmen were pioneers who moved into areas needing
furniture, they also “undertook” the task of preparing the dead
by constructing caskets.

An old coffin-making shop that might typically have
been in the back of the local furniture store.

These early furniture makers, who often hung out a shingle that
read “Furniture Maker and Undertaker” would be called upon
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In 1881, a young pioneer teacher by the name of James Dale
arrived from Uxbridge, Ontario seeking a new way of life in
the much publicized, fledgling province of Manitoba. His
destination was what is now the Glenboro area. He decided to
make his new home there, acquiring N 4-6-14. His wife,
formerly Elizabeth Chambers, and their family, came to the
home "out west" in 1882 – a log house which was their home
for the next 26 years.

Pioneer
Farmer James Dale

James was a scholar and was keenly interested in the progress
and welfare of his community. At plowing time he studied his
books while the horses rested. He taught the first school in
southwestern Manitoba, situated on the southeast corner of 1516-14, just a mile east of the later location of the wellremembered Victoria Church. This school was the original
Hecla School and was later moved a mile west and one and a
half miles north, where it remained until the end of rural school
education.
From 1902 to 1904, inclusive, James was the Reeve of the
Municipality of Argyle. At the end of his second term he made
a trip to England for the Federal Government to encourage
immigrants to come to Canada. One more trip was made at a
later date for the same reason. He passed away March 8, 1907,
at the age of 67.
Adapted from Come into our Heritage, page 377.
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