
 
 
 

Below, Snider’s Flour Mill; right, what a 
brick operation like the Britton Brickyard 
(begun in 1890) likely would have looked 
like. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
  



Wawanesa Milestones 
 

Spiritual Life 
 
Attention to the spiritual life and to religious services were 
central to life in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Clergy 
were community leaders, and the construction of church 
buildings for the many faiths–in this area mostly Presbyterians, 
Methodists and Anglicans–was a priority. The first church in 
the region was a Methodist mission established at Millford in 
1880, and the first church was Methodist, in 1890 and the first 
minister was Reverend Bunt.  
 
The first church service in Wawanesa was held in Story’s 
General Store in 1889, with a service conducted by a Methodist 
circuit preacher at which both Methodists and Presbyterians 
attended. The first church, for the Methodist congregation, was 
built in 1890 at a cost of $500. The first service was in May of 
1890 and the first minister was T.B. Wilson. For several years 
Anglicans and Presbyterians also used the church building, at a 
cost of $1 per Sabbath. St. Andrews Presbyterian was opened 
in 1892 and St. Paul’s Anglican was built in 1900. St. Paul’s 
was designed by architect George Burgess from Windsor, 
Ontario. And St. Andrews has the distinction of being the site 
of a famous marriage – between Robert McClung and Nellie 
Mooney; Nellie McClung would go on to be one of the most 
famous of Canada’s suffragettes.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 1907. 
 
  



 
 
 
Interior view of St. Paul’s Anglican Church. 
 
 
 
 
  



Wawanesa Milestones 
 

Education 
 
Education of their children was of great importance to the 
pioneers, and the first school in the area was established in 
1882 at Souris City, which was the first commercial centre in 
this area. Teachers in these early years were David Lent, 
Edmund Batty and Misses Jenny and Mary Nichol. School 
classes were actually held on the second floor of R.J 
.Neithcut’s hardware store, until 1890 when a small wood-
frame building was constructed. 
 
When the Canadian Northern line was constructed through a 
new site (eventually Wawanesa), in 1889-90, Wawanesa 
School District #672 was formed, in March, 1891. By spring of 
that year school was open for 21 days, with 34 students and 
under the direction of teacher Mary Nichol. Enrollment quickly 
increased, so that by 1895 – with 116 students and three 
teachers – a new two-storey school building was constructed. 
In 1925 the upper floor of this building was deemed unsafe and 
was removed. A much-altered facility was adapted from the old 
building, and served for 36 more years – to 1961 when it was 
finally closed and ultimately demolished. A brand new 
elementary school was built in 1970, and continues to serve our 
young people, and our community. 
 
Between the settlement era and the period of consolidation in 
the 1950s and 1960s, the area around Wawanesa was home to 
many typical one-room schools. Schools at Nesbitt (1893-
1968; Treesbank (1899-1967), Fairbank (1888-1948), 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Northfield, (1882-1960), Riverbank (1886-1953), Stratheme 
(1884-1962) and Tenterfield (1891-1945) were all something. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Wawanesa Public School, built in 1895. 
 
  



 
The Grades 1 and 2 classes of Wawanesa Public School in 1917, 
with teacher Miss Irene Miller standing at the back. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Wawanesa Milestones 
 

Wawanesa Mutual 
Insurance Company 
 
The Wawanesa Mutual Insurance Company (called “The 
Mutual” by locals) was founded in 1896 by Alonzo Fowler 
Kempton and Charles Kerr of Souris. Their idea, apparently 
developed one night camping on the prairie, was to develop an 
insurance company for farmers. They received a Provincial 
charter and opened an office on the second floor of one of 
Wawanesa’s drug stores. The first policy was written on 
October 9, 1896, to insure a threshing machine for $600, with a 
premium of $24.  
 
The company was able to build their own office at a cost of 
$1,695.45. The present large office building was built in 1930. 
Kempton served as President until 1922 and then was 
succeeded by C.M. Vanstone, in whose drug store the 
operation had originally operated. 
 
The Mutual also developed the Liberty Fire Extinguisher 
Company, which was in a separate building in town (it closed 
in the early 1970s) and in 1946 developed a staff house from an 
older house in town, which was replaced in 1962 by a new 
building. 
 
Today the little operation that started over a drug store in 
Wawanesa has offices in Montreal, Toronto, Edmonton, 
Calgary, Vancouver, Moncton, with headquarters Winnipeg. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This image, from around 1903, shows the office staff posing in front 
of the Wawanesa Mutual Insurance Company Building. Managing 
Director Alonzo Kempton is in the centre, leaning against the tree. 
 
  



Wawanesa Milestones 
 

Health Care 
 
The first medical practitioner in the Wawanesa area was Dr. 
Aubrey Husband, from Jamaica, who also opened an 
apothecary in town operated by Mr Jump. The first resident 
physician was Dr. Anderson, who set out his shingle in 1892 
and had an office above one of the implement shops on Main 
Street. Later arrivals were Dr. C.M. Vanstone in 1895 and Dr. 
A.E. Harman in 1904. Physicians at this time would have been 
kept busy treating scarlet fever, measles, diphtheria, typhoid 
fever and various farm accidents. They might also attend births, 
although this function was often in the hands of local 
midwives. One of our later medical practitioners was Dr. 
Morley Elliot who arrived in 1929, and who in the 1930s 
became Deputy Minister of Health for Manitoba. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr. Jackson, an early health care practitioner in Wawanesa, also 
brought the first automobile to town. 
 
  


