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M

anitoba’s hundreds of local histories, produced

over the past 50 years, are a remarkable achievement,
containing a wealth of information –community developments,
family histories and usually an impressive collection of early
photographs.

Many of these Manitoba histories feature sections devoted to local military
efforts in the First World War, as well as for World War II, the Korean War of
1950‐53, and more recent conflicts. But it is the focus on the Great War, of 1914‐
1918, that is of special interest for this project, and which also often contains the
most poignant and interesting information that helps place Manitoba’s war
memorials into a community context.

Local World War I Stories 1

War Memorials in Manitoba: An Artistic Legacy

Argyle
The Gun Club and the Home Front
A passage in the R.M. of Argyle history book, Come Into Our Heritage (1981)
provides some background about the “home front” in World War I:
When war broke out in Europe in 1914, Manitobans rushed to support the British
cause. Even before the outbreak of war, rifle clubs had been formed so that, in the
words of a 1910 [edition of the] Baldur Gazette: “in the event of an invasion of
our Dominion we have numerous companies of men, that after a couple of weeks
licking into shape by a smart drill sergeant of the regular force, would be quite
capable of defending the hearth and homes of their country”.
The Rock Lake Gun Club, the oldest continuously active trapshooting facility in
Manitoba, was established by Joe Avery in 1912. At first there was some
opposition to the club by local council that it was a hazard to continue at its site
just above the north shore of Rock Lake. Members of the club were welcomed
into the armed forces when war broke out in 1914. As soon as Britain declared
war there was intense pressure for all eligible men to join up. Monster recruiting
rallies were held during the winter of 1916, the local units of the Southern
Manitoba Battalion were set up. The 233rd Infantry was nicknamed the
‘Scandinavian Vikings,’ Giant farewell socials were held for each troop as it left
its own town. Those men who did not join, found it difficult to justify in the face
of such a passage as this taken from the Gazette, August 23, 1917:
TRENCH THAT FRITZ BUILT
This is the maid, who treats with scorn the shifty slacker, all shaven and
shorn, and his shining car with the tooting horn, but honours the farmer all
weary and worn and his wife who helps him hoe the corn and milk the cow
in the early morn, for she loves the son who to them was born, who in front
of the battle all tattered and torn, still mans the gun that killed the Hun who
lay in the trench that Fritz built.
Honour rolls were posted – not so much to honour those who had joined up, but
to show who had not. Soon, lists of soldiers killed in the trenches “somewhere in
France” were being published in local papers. The Gazette consoled those who
had lost sons: “It must be immensely gratifying for the parents to know that their
boy died a hero, fighting for his country’s freedom.”
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Argyle area men of the 222nd Battalion posing for a group photograph while training near
Baldur in 1916.

People at home joined the total war effort. Patriotic Associations were formed to
raise money for the war effort. Women formed Ladies’ Patriotic Sewing Circles,
sewing and knitting for the troops. Teen‐age boys joined the ‘Sons of the Soil’
and received badges of honour for working on a farm for three months in the
summer. Boys also joined the ‘Earn and Give Program,’ working at odd jobs and
pledging their earnings to the war effort. Men, women and children in towns
formed Harvest Clubs going out to work on farms at harvest time. (In fact many
children stayed out of school to do farm work.) Victory bonds were sold. When
each area reached its quota it was given an ‘Honour Flag.’ For every 25% over the
quota a crown was affixed to the flag.
In 1918, when conscription came into force, each district set up a National Service
Board to which all men had to apply, be examined and declared fit or unfit. A
man could apply to a local Exemption Tribunal to be exempted. In most cases
men with families and farms to support were granted exemptions. However, by
the end of the war almost all the eligible men were in the armed forces.
When the war ended on November 11, 1918, a half holiday was declared. Every
town held giant ‘Welcome Home’ celebrations for each batch of returning
soldiers. ‘Welcome Home’ funds were collected for returning soldiers; local
branches of the Great War Veteran’s Association were organized. In spite of the
general celebrations, memories endured of those who had lost their lives.
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The influenza epidemic that swept the world in 1918 did not bypass Argyle.
There was a ban on visitors to the area for five weeks. In December, 50 cases had
been reported in Baldur and several in rural areas.
In 1919, the general depression that followed the ending of the war also hit the
farmers of Argyle. The decade which had begun with so much hope had seen
one generation cut down and farmers in a precarious position because of lower
grain prices.
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Austin
The Home Front
In the local history, A History of the Austin and Surrounding Districts, there are
accounts of local fund‐raising efforts to support the Canadian war effort:
Space will not permit a detailed account of all the war work done on the home
front. However, a few items form old newspapers of that time will give a general
picture of those worthwhile activities.
The “Admiral Wemyss” Chapter of the Imperial Order daughters of the Empire
was organized in Austin (on Tuesday, Sept. 22nd, 1914 at 3 p.m. in the Canadian
Order of Foresters Hall) by Mrs. J. J. Garland (Vice‐Pres. Provincial Chapter) of
Portage la Prairie. The fee was $1.00 per year. The aims of the Society were
purely patriotic, and to alleviate suffering in any part of our empire.
Mr. A. Pickering was of great help to the I.O.D.E war workers at this time. He
spent countless hours collecting money which he turned in to the Society. This
money was used by them to buy wool and materials for knitting and sewing
articles of clothing for the overseas.
In 1914 there was a collection campaign in aid of a Daughters of the Empire
Hospital Ship. Miss Eva Stinson of Austin collected $18.50; Miss Connie and Miss
Mabel Sharpley of Arizona, collected $27.85.
On Dec. 2nd, 1915 the “Admiral Wemyss” Chapter held a meeting at the home of
Miss Mary Madill in Austin, and decided to place a cot in the Convalescent
Hospital for Wounded Soldiers in Winnipeg. Mr. and Mrs. Robt. Leckie made a
generous cash donation to the fund at this time; a credit to the Sight Hill district
where they lived.
In 1915 the people of Sidney and district donated over $1,000.00 for a machine
gun for the front. They also started a Red Cross Fund which met with great
success.
Many entertainments, charging admission, were held during the war years, with
the proceeds going to the I.O.D.E, the Red Cross, the Returned Soldiers’ Fund,
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etc. The Orangeville school house was noted for its successful concerts and
dances. Similar evenings were enjoyed in many of the country school houses.

The Emmeline “Willing Workers” (A History of the Austin and Surrounding Districts, 115)

In March of 1917 a dance was held in F. Ritzer’s farm home in Emmeline. On this
occasion tickets on a quilt donated by Mrs. F. Kilfoyle were sold. (This quilt was
sown by Miss Annie Emerson.) On this same occasion, $13.95 was given by Mr.
Gale, Mr. Turner, Jim Collier and Trevor Poyser, the proceeds from the sale of
wood.
In April of 1917 a spelling match and 10c tea was held in the Austin school.
Homemade candy was sold. Proceeds went to the Belgium Relief Fund.
On Thursday, July 26th, 1917, the Emmeline “Willing Workers” held a garden
party at the farm house of Mr. and Mrs. P. Poyser. During the evening, baseball,
tennis and comic races were enjoyed by the people present. Proceeds of $32.00
was spent on comforts for the boys overseas.
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Boys who enlisted for World War I (A History of the Austin and Surrounding Districts, 112)

The Firdale, Pine Creek and Forestville Chapters of I.O.D.E. held a picnic at the
farm home of Mr. and Mrs. C.H. Manns in 1917. Proceeds were used for patriotic
purposes.
Miss Jean McKenzie, an outstanding artist in the district, who had paintings
valued at $500.00 at that time, donated an oil painting to be raffled in 1917. A
motion was made by Mr. Thorn and seconded by Mr. Annison that the Council
grant the Red Cross Society $200.00, and the Serbian Relied Committee $150.00.
Carried.
The amounts of cash mentioned in the foregoing narrative might sound like
trivial sums to the present generation. It should therefore be pointed out that, in
those days, a dollar was harder to earn than it is today. But, by the same token, it
brought more that it does today.
From the MacGregor Herald 1918
North Norfolk has not only sent its large contingent of young men to battle for
the Empire, but the splendid response to the Victory Loan in this municipality
proves that the people are ready to back up the boys with their money.
On Monday the MacGregor district reached its allotment of $130,000.00 and has
been awarded the Governor‐General’s honor flag. Since then another $40,000 has
been subscribed and one crown has been won.
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The canvassers are still busy and hope that before the campaign closes Saturday
night that at least one more crown will have been awarded, and that the total
subscription will have reached over $200,000.00.
Austin and Sidney are also meeting with splendid response, and on Monday
reached their allotment of $70,000.00 and thus won the honor flag. Since then
they have gone over the $100,000.00 mark, and they too are out for a number of
crowns.
North Norfolk is among the leading Municipalities which proves once again that
our people are loyal both in supplying men and money.

The Austin Area Boys Who Never Came Back
Boys who made the Supreme Sacrifice in World War I: Arthur Allwood, J. Bilton,
A. Bishop, C. Cairns, L. Cairns, James Collier, Roy Campbell (died later from
wounds), R. Dodwell, M.G. Duncan, G. Edward, S. Fowles, Wellington Grey,
Geo. Hunt, G. Ireland, Stanley King, W. Lunn, John Lauder, Wm. McElrea, Alex
McNab, J. L. Pell, E. Penrice, J. Price, A. Phelps, G. Prior, J. A. Smith, A. Smith, C.
Stringer, Joe Sexton, B. Swan, W. Swan, R. Terry, E. Wheeler.
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Binscarth
The Cenotaph
James H. Orr, in the Binscarth local history, Binscarth Memories, from 1984,
describes activities associated with the construction, unveiling and ongoing
commemoration of this fine figural memorial:
The Binscarth Cenotaph was erected in 1919 and was unveiled and dedicated
June 2, 1920. June 2nd was chosen because five Binscarth soldiers were killed in
action about that time. They were George Bradshaw, W. Johnson, John Durant, R.
Hallam and Chub Sherritt. General Byer of Minnedosa cut the ribbon at the
unveiling.
The monument is fine red granite and the soldier on top is White Italian marble.
The cost of the monument was $1,625.00 and $1,900.00 was raised by public
donations to pay for it. The metal ornamental fence and spruce trees were added
later. Donald Mann, a local veteran and blacksmith, made the fence. The spruce
trees were donated by Tom Clements who wanted to thin out the trees he had
planted on his farm. The pilot was donated by Frank McPherson and the location
was decided by the fact that it was near both churches.

Binscarth Memorial at an early commemoration service.
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A memorial service is held each year at the Cenotaph on the first Sunday in June,
where the names of those who died during the 1914‐18 and 1939‐45 wars are read
out and wreaths are laid. The Binscarth Branch No. 74 is the only rural branch in
Manitoba who has held to this tradition each year.
On the 11th of November each year a short service is held to also lay wreaths. On
the monument and plaque are the names of those who died in the two wars. On
the monument are listed the actions in which the first World War veterans took
part: Neuve Chappelle, Ypres, Festubert Givenchy St. Eloi, Sanctuary Wood,
Somme, Vimy Hill 70, Passchendaele, Amiens, Arras Canal de Nord, Cambrai,
Valenciennes, and Mons.
Ever since the end of the 1914‐18 war, when the Cenotaph was set up, Decoration
Day has been an annual event on the first Sunday in June. In the early years all
the school children marched with the Legion members to the Cenotaph and sat
on benches there for the service that followed. The names of those who made the
Supreme Sacrifice were read and chosen pupils placed a floral tribute in their
memory.

Flower girls (and boy) at the 1927 Decoration Day at the Binscarth Cenotaph.
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Decoration Day has changed in the years following and now the Legion
members march from the school and gather around the monument for the
service. The many names are still read and floral tributes still placed by anyone
who wishes, and the audience and Legion go to the Community Hall for the
speeches and lunch served by the Legion Auxiliary.
Decoration Day has changed but we still REMEMBER.
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Binscarth
A Nursing Sister
Manitoba nurses who served near the front lines of World War I battles are also
considered veterans, and there are stories of their ultimate sacrifice.
Two nursing sisters from the Binscarth area served overseas during World War I.
Nurse Nora Holloway served in Serbia, and survived the forced retreat with the
Serbian Armies. Nurse Margaret A. Lowe, saw service in France, and was
severely injured when the hospital in Etaples where she was tending the
wounded was bombed. Nurse Lowe ultimately died of her wounds and is buried
in France. It is presumed that it is Nurse Lowe who is mentioned on the
Binscarth war memorial.
Two other nursing sisters from the Binscarth area served overseas during the
Second World War: Nursing Sister Elva Honey served in Italy, Sicily and
England, and returned safely to Quebec; Nurse Sadie Horning, served overseas
and was awarded the King George Cross for Distinguished Service. She returned
safely to Canada went on to nurse at Deer Lodge in Winnipeg.

Nursing Sister Margaret Lowe, of Binscarth, c. 1915. (Binscarth Memories, 177)
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Two images of the funeral for Nursing Sister Margaret Lowe, of Binscarth, who died of
wounds received during a raid by Germans at Etaples, France, May 1918.
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Boissevain-Morton
Memories
The local history of the Municipalities of Morton and Boissevain, Ours is a Goodly
Heritage, provides some information on local activity during World War I:
Our past recorded history of men and women from the Boissevain district who
chose to serve the path of freedom gives us an insight into how much they
valued their way of life and their determination that it should not be changed.
They fought so that we would live as we choose, and to help other lands whose
very existence was threatened by the forces of aggression from their neighbours.
The history of participation of men and women from this area is a proud story of
unselfish conduct in times of trouble. Our fighting men have been involved
during the past hundred years in the Boer War, the Riel Rebellion, World War I,
and World War II as well as in the Korean conflict.
World War I, 1914‐1918, so called “the war to end all wars,” saw our young men
flock to the colours along with their sisters in the nursing service. The long list of
those who served from the Boissevain area, a small community, prays tribute to
their belief in a just cause. Many died in the service, but all are remembered in
service lists of those who gave their life to guarantee the freedom of world.
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222nd Overseas Battalion, C.E.F., April 17, 1916 (Ours is a Goodly Heritage MortonBoissevain 1881-1981, 303)

Cenotaph at Memorial Hospital
(Ours is a Goodly Heritage, 295)
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Decoration Day 1952 at Cenotaph (Ours is a Goodly Heritage, 297)
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Carman-Dufferin
Answering the Call
The history of Carman‐Dufferin contains the following passages concerning local
activity focused on World War I and then on the opening of the Memorial Hall.
With the outbreak of World War I, young Canadians were called to fight against
aggression. Twenty‐eight young men from Carman and district went
immediately. Tom Watson, with authority from Ottawa, recruited in Carman.
War had been declared on August 4, 1914. Before the end of that month, those
twenty‐eight men had left Carman, spent two days in Winnipeg and were
entrained for Valcartier, Quebec, for training. Before the end of October they
were on Salisbury Plains in England for winter maneuvers. Tom was seventeen
years old. When queried recently about his age, he said,” I was tall. Nobody
asked.” Colonel Lightfoot of the 222nd Battalion opened a barracks in Carman
and trained men for several months. Most of the single men and many of the
married men answered that call.

Tom Watson, Mrs. E. Watson, Leish Bruce, Edmund Watson in 1914. (The Rural
Municipality of Dufferin 1880-1980, 263)

The combined population of the R.M. of Dufferin and the Town of Carman was
approximately 4,000 in 1914. It is difficult to give accurate figures of war statistics
because of the overlapping communities, however, there were about eighty local
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young men killed in World War I. There is no available record of the wounded or
handicapped. Also, we have no statistics for our region for World War II. Our
loss cannot be imagined.
Those who returned soon set aside any adverse emotions and took up service to
the community they fought to protect. Embraced in the comradeship of Carman
Branch No. 18, Royal Canadian Legion, they gave uninterrupted support to sport
and recreation, education, housing and health. Their dedication to a better life for
all has inspired a generation that has never seen the blood of battle to formally
join them in fulfilling their objectives.

Card with photograph noting the gravesite of Captain William Huston, a Carman-Dufferin
man lost in World War I (The Rural Municipality of Dufferin, 269)

William Huston, the subject of the memorial card above (Rural Municipality of Dufferin, 265)
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Memorial Hall
Built in memory of the men from Carman and Dufferin who fought in the name
of Canada in World War I, the Memorial Hall stands on 2nd Avenue S.W.
(Walnut Street) between Main Street and First Street S.W. The following news
item was taken from The Dufferin Leader, October 2, 1919:

Large Crowd Attend Ceremony of Laying of Corner Stone of
Memorial Hall
Major‐General Ketchen Performs Ceremony
One of the most impressive scenes witnessed in Carman for some considerable
time took place Friday afternoon last, being the occasion for the laying of the
corner stone of the Carman‐Dufferin Memorial Hall by Major‐General H.D.B.
Ketchen, G.O.C. M.D. 10.
The day was most favorable for the occasion, although at one time a few heavy
clouds passed over and threatened to mar the proceedings with a downpour of
rain, but fortunately, however, this did not materialize.
Reeve Thos. Harrison acted as chairman during the ceremony, and, after the
school children, who were singing of “O Canada,” called upon Mayor J.A. Munn
for the initial address of the afternoon’s proceedings.
The Mayor, during the course of his excellent address, dwelt mainly on the
construction and equipment of the hall, and will be of interest to many people,
especially those who are yet in ignorance of the project.
The hall, which is being erected on the corner if Fournier Avenue and Walnut
Street, is being built through the combined efforts of the citizens of Carman and
Dufferin municipalities, in remembrance of the soldiers of the district who made
the supreme sacrifice, and also as a place of recreation for the boys who have
returned. The total cost of the building, which will be in the neighborhood of
$60,000, will be raised jointly by the municipalities of Carman and Dufferin, and
will be raised by taxation.
The plan of the building is as follows:
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Basement – The basement will be used as a gymnasium and dance room, and
will be fitted with washrooms and shower baths, and will be used as a place of
recreation for the young people of the district.
First floor – On this floor will be various rooms and offices. The main room on
this floor will be the Memorial Room, in which will contain a large tablet on
which will be inscribed the honor roll of the district, and will bear details of all
the soldiers who left the district for overseas; this room will also contain relics
and trophies of the war. The Blain Haverson Chapter of the I.O.D.E. will
undertake the furnishing of the room. On this floor will also be the County Court
room, municipal offices for Carman and Dufferin, council room (this room will
also be used as headquarters for the local branch of the Great War Veterans’
Association). There will also be a rest room, to be used as a social meeting place
by the ladies of the district, and also to be a place of rest for the ladies coming in
from the country. At the rear of this room will be a kitchenette. The ladies of the
Homewood Soldiers Aid Society have undertaken the responsibility of the entire
furnishing of this room.
Top Floor ‐ The top floor will be used as an auditorium for entertainment, and
will be fitted with motion picture screen. The seating capacity of the room will be
between 500 and 600 people. The Soldiers Benefit Society will undertake to
furnish this room, and there will also be two pianos which will be donated by the
Torchbearers Club, one piano for the auditorium and the other for the basement.
At the rear of the hall will be constructed a fire tower and apparatus. This is the
complete outline of the building.
During his remarks, the mayor also made special mention of the splendid
activities of the women’s societies during the war. They had raised nearly $26,000
for patriotic purposes and had knitted over 4,600 pairs of socks, which is
undoubtedly a splendid record.
Although the district had a population of less than 3,500 people, over 500 of the
young men went overseas, and 83 had made the supreme sacrifice.
Before the ceremony of laying the corner stone was performed, brief and
interesting addresses were also given by E. A. August, M.P., H.E. Robinson, K.C.,
and Rev. Hugh Hamilton, who offered up a fitting prayer for contents of the
corner stone box.
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Memorial Hall. (Rural Municipality of Dufferin, 271)

After the school children had sung “Rule Britannia” came the most important
part of the afternoon’s proceedings, the laying of the corner stone by Major‐
General Ketchen, during which he gave an eloquent and very appropriate
speech. He said: “Memorials such as this one will remain as monuments to the
magnificent traditions established by our fighting men. The building will assist
in recalling the fact that our Canadian soldiers proved on many a hard‐fought
field the tenacity and courage of our race. I am sure I am speaking on behalf of
the part the Canadian s played in the great world war.
“The gallant men who have fought and fallen – whilst they have illuminated
with a fresh lustre the glory of the homeland – have also touched with new
dignity the households they left for the battlefield. The whole British Empire
owes them gratitude, and shares with their dear ones at home in the pride for
their valor, and partakes with them in their grief for the fallen.
“Canada cannot forget the services rendered by her fallen heroes – they have
displayed indomitable courage, calmness and perseverance in circumstances that
often appeared desperate, also under circumstances which imposed a test of
endurance as hard as any men have ever been required to bear. I am proud to say
that they invariably bore these with an outstanding spirit of pluck and
cheerfulness.”
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The ceremony was brought to a close with the singing of the National Anthem.
After the laying the corner stone, the building proceeded. It is constructed of red
brick and Manitoba limestone. In tribute to the Canadian soldiers who fought so
valiantly in the horror of the battles of VIMY and MONS, these two names were
engraved in stone blocks to be placed in the facade. During construction, Dr.
H.C. Cunningham, when passing by, noticed that one block had been placed
upside down and read SNOW. Upon advising the contractor in time, the
correction was made. Over the double‐door main entrance, a large, arched
window of green, yellow and clear glass lights the staircase to the auditorium.
The Memorial Hall opening ceremonies were held on May 24, 1920.The
Memorial Hall, in 1980, continues to stand firmly in the little park in the centre of
town. It has withstood severe flooding of the Boyne River twice. The Veterans no
longer meet in the room allowed them. The Great War Veterans’ Association
reorganized into the Royal Canadian Legion, Carman Branch No. 18, and built
their own substantial accommodation. Annual Armistice (Remembrance) Day
Services were held in the auditorium for about fifty years. The Great War
Veterans’ Association room is now the Council Chambers. Court is also held in
this room on a regular basis, and it is rented out for various meetings.
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Darlingford
Memorial and Loss
A passage in the local history book, The Darlingford Saga (1972) describes the
background for the Darlingford War Memorial:
In August 1914, World War I came as a great shock to most of the civilized
world. Recruiting depots were opened at both Morden and Manitou and in the
next four years, almost one hundred young men left our district, some never
return. In 1918, when the survivors began to return the loss of so many fine local
lads intensified the feelings of both the folks at home and the lads who left some
stout friends behind. At the very outset of the proposed Memorial it was stressed
that it should be placed in memory of all who gave their lives for their country,
unfettered by affiliation with any creed or cult, or even with the Municipality or
the Provincial government – just Darlingford people – young and old alike. This
has been adhered to as you will note.
The ground work was started in 1920 by several committees and by that grand
old man, Ferris Bolton, who drove the first spike by donating the property, close
by the school, so that all school children would see and memorize those three
words “Lest We Forget” worked in stone in front of the Memorial Property.
Through some oversight in storing of the early records, we have no specific
mention of the actual people involved but we do have a large minute book
dating from 1923 [onwards]. To overcome the loss, we turned to any other
sources available and an excerpt from the “Western Canadian” (Manitou) reports
as follows: “It was on July 5, 1921 that the grand opening of the Memorial and
dedication of the plaque of names of those who fell and “sleep in Flanders fields”
as McCrea so aptly put it. The main speaker for the event was Sir James A.M.
Aikins, the Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba and himself the honorary Colonel
of the 90th Winnipeg Rifles. To grace his arrival, a body‐guard of lads from the
Manitoba Mounted Rifles of Morden were waiting at our C.P.R. Depot and, after
the customary ritual, the M.M.R.’s, together with the band, led the parade up to
the newly completed grounds. Other speakers were the late Hon. J.L. Brown of
Pilot Mound, member for Lisgar Constituency and, of course, the late Ferris
Bolton and others. The rest of the afternoon was enlivened by three baseball
games and races held on the school grounds close by. A fitting celebration to be
sure.”
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The 1921 dedication ceremony for the Darlingford War Memorial.

While prices were not so high in those days, it is understood that the actual cost
of the building and legal fees, etc., came to well over $5,000 and we do have one
definite reference to finances. At the outset over $1,200 was received in personal
pledges and a like amount in cash. Naturally the rough labor was done gratis
and all bills paid by a bank loan with the board men to roll up a “really big
show” for the next year.
On July 12, 1923, a monster joint picnic and sports day was planned by joining
forces with the Grand Orange Lodge. Pages could be written of this event but a
few facts will have to suffice.
From the Minute Book we find the baseball tournament cost $150 in prizes, etc.
The band received $34, bread almost $20, meat $150 (cooked ham came at 50
cents per pound), rent of dishes (used for meals served in rink) $27.50 and so on
to a total of $1,100 paid out of which the L.O.L received $115. The great news
next day was that all indebtedness was paid off with $220 to the credit in the
bank account. Oh Darlingford, we stood on guard for thee that day.
The next problem was not so easily solved: planting grass, shrubs, trees and
landscaping as well as endless hours of caretaking in the years that followed. We
must mention that the entire layout was set up by the Superintendent of the
Dominion Experimental Station, Morden, and trees, etc., provided by them. If it
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was not Dr. Leslie in that early beginning, it must be recorded that he often
dropped by to keep a watchful eye on the many plantings and for many years
was on call in case of problems.
One project that made this Park possible was the installation of a huge metal tank
at the school to catch rain water, which was piped underground across to the
park. Perhaps one of Manitoba’s first pipe lines! It worked wonders.

The Darlingford War Memorial honours men of the 184th Battalion, including three sons of
Ferris Bolton who never returned, with two of them circled in this photograph: Harry Bolton
at the middle left and Bert Bolton at the far right.

To the late Mr. James Rice fell the task of caretaker and even though partially
crippled he really took care of it all for several years, until his health forbade. The
Darlingford ladies’ groups also were often quite militant if the work got behind
and joe’d hubby on to hit hoe‐handle evenings. With the only revenue for
upkeep coming from annual services, it is remarkable how even through those
dry thirties the Park was always well kept. The other names of long standing
service are the late Massrs, Dan Kelly, Griff Williams, and David Hunter.
From the very outset the hope was that an annual Remembrance Service at the
memorial would involve the younger children. It was also stressed that it be kept
as non‐military as possible, with little pomp and show. To achieve this end a
service was laid out where, after the formal opening, the list of names of those
who did not return would be called out in pairs while two small children carried
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up small bouquets of flowers to be placed on a large cross held for that purpose.
The children then took up positions at the front also forming a cross. After the
second war another was added. Many grown‐ups in our district remember
taking part in this ceremony in their tender years.
The names of 87 local persons of all ranks who served in the Great War are
carried on the plaque.
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