Railway Buildings
Like many Manitoba communities, Gladstone served as a
location for two competing railway companies, and for two
stations—one for Canadian Pacific and one for Canadian
Northern (later National). While the town has lost its CP
station, .it still lays claims to its CN station, which is now
preserved as a museum in Williams Park. Carefully restored
over the years, this fine example of railway architecture is a
vital aspect of the community’s history.

Canadian Pacific Railway Station, built around 1900, and closed in 1933.

M&NW (later CNR) Station, left, ca. 1900, now preserved on a new site as
the Gladstone Museum.

Industrial and Manufacturing Buildings
Many small Manitoba communities boasted of important
industrial or manufacturing operations that were a mainstay of
local economic activity, at least for a few years. Gladstone’s
industrial past includes two operations that focused on the
building trade: a sash and door factory and a brickyard. Neither
of these has survived, but the pit remnants of the brick factory
are still visible behind the Wilson House. Another major
industrial site was the huge Echo Flour Mill and Grain
Elevator, along with a steam plant, that was put up in 1918.
This complex has also been lost to us. The one extant
connection to the industrial side of Gladstone’s history is the
old Gas House, which still stands (albeit in poor condition) on
the southern shore of the Whitemud River just west of
downtown.

Kinny’s Sash and Door Factory.

Echo Flour Mill and Grain Elevator.

Main elevation of the Gas House, Gladstone’s last
surviving connection to its industrial past.
Wilson Brickworks.

Commercial Buildings
Like so many communities in Manitoba, Gladstone has lost a
good deal of its main commercial thoroughfare. This kind of
evolution started early (as it did in most places), with the rapid
replacement of wooden stores with more substantial brick and
stone edifices. And in this regard, Gladstone is fortunate to
contain an exceptional example of early commercial
architecture in the form of the Galloway Bros. Store, a
Provincial Heritage Site. Another notable commercial building,
with exquisite brick detailing, is across and down the street
from Galloway’s – the Bailey and Bickle Block. Other major
commercial buildings that have been covered with various
siding materials, but which still retain their overall form and
presence, include the Hamilton Davidson Store and the
Williams Bros. Store. One small footnote in Manitoba’s
commercial history is the automobile service station, and
Gladstone still features one of those interesting little
buildings—Adamson’s—just to the east of the primary
intersection in town.

Above: Hardway Store; below: Fleck and McAllister Blacksmith.

View of Gladstone’s business district, ca. 1905.

Bickle and Bailey Block.

Adamson’s Service Station.

Williams Bros. Store.

Galloway Store, built in 1902; a Provincial Heritage Site.

Houses
Gladstone has an impressive heritage of domestic architecture.
From the inventive brickwork displayed in the Wilson House,
to the delightful whimsy of the Madill House, to the dignified
grandeur of the Rose House, the town has a stock of residential
buildings that should be celebrated. It typically will not be
possible to allow visitors inside these treasures, but visitors
should know that places like the above, as well as the Collins
House, are important examples of Victorian- and Edwardianera planning and design. With interesting floor plans, commodious rooms, and rich and exuberant details, these are buildings
that need to be explored over time. Of course many houses
have been lost over the years, but the fact that so many have
survived in good condition, and with few alterations to affect
their integrity, is a cause for celebration.

Examples of the kind of Gladstone houses that have
been lost over time.

Family gathers in front of the Wilson House.

A delicately detailed porch on the Dr. Rose House
suggests the architectural quality of this house.

The Bickle House exhibits flare and
The overall form and detail of the Madill House makes for an
especially attractive home.

delight in its expression of the Queen
Anne style, popular in Manitoba in the
early decade of the 20th century.

