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T

HE GREAT 19TH CENTURY English writer and
historian, John Ruskin, observed about the subject of
architectural heritage:

“Old buildings are not ours. They belong to
those who built them, and partly to the
generations who are to follow us. What we

It is with this thought in mind that the Town of Gladstone,
through an ad hoc committee called the Gladstone Heritage
Advisory Group, has embarked on a project—in partnership
with the Historic Resources Branch of Manitoba Culture,
Heritage and Tourism (and also with the financial support of
the Federal Government through its Historic Places
Initiative)—to develop a major heritage initiative: Special
Places, Gladtone’s Significant Heritage Buildings.

ourselves have built, we are at liberty to
throw down. But what other men gave their
strength, and wealth and life to accomplish,
their right over it does not pass away with
their death.

Gladstone’s Special Places project (one of several underway
across Manitoba with the support of the Historic Resources
Branch and Heritage Grants Program) has been developed with
two goals in mind: to ensure that communities undertake the
kind of comprehensive inventory of sites and rigorous analysis
and assessment that allows for a selection of those few
buildings with real claims for heritage significance; and also in
order to study and explore the community’s architectural
history and by so doing to identify those physical and built
qualities that combine to make Birtle an authentically distinct
place.

T

HE TOWN OF GLADSTONE has important and
interesting claims in terms of its historical
development. One such claim is that it was well
established long before the railway arrived, and is the oldest
established community west of Portage la Prairie. Although we
can readily establish that it pre-dates virtually all prairie towns
to the west, we also note that the specific location, a well-used
crossing of the Carleton (or Saskatchewan) Trail over the
Whitemud River, was well known for decades before settlers
arrived. The newcomers of 1871 to 1873 came on the
established trail and selected from the best land alongside it.
Along with standard rural business activities of an upstart
prairie agricultural community, Gladstone was one of the first
communities in western Manitoba to establish a viable grist
mill – a much appreciated convenience for settlers of the
region. The mill was especially important in Gladstone as the
community struggled with the challenge of establishing a
workable economy and providing services and goods to settlers
without the advantage of a rail line. Unlike most Manitoba
towns, Gladstone had a long period (1871-82) during which
self-sufficiency was vital to survival. The initiatives taken in
those times by people like politician C.P. Brown and
businessmen like James Broadfoot, secured a base for
continued development when the long-awaited rail link finally
arrived.

We are a community that knows its history – through the
development of research projects like this Special Places
project. We are a community that understands its history –
through an ongoing critical exploration of our past. We are a
community that values and honours its history – through our
museum, as well as through the conservation of an impressive
collection of well-maintained buildings.
It is our fascinating historic buildings, and their memorable
physicality that continues to inform and define our identity.
These buildings and sites remind us of our origins, and
continue on a daily basis to connect us to the past but also to
the sense of purpose that defined our community from the very
start.
The following exploration of our built heritage has been
organized by building type, a reasonable approach that allows
for a focused reflection on the typical experiences of daily life
in Gladstone, now and 100 years ago: the domestic routine in
houses, the experience of teaching and learning in schools, the
give and take of commerce in stores, the spiritual refreshment
found in churches. There are also sections on structures and
sites and a concluding entry that highlights preliminary
research done on Gladstone’s early construction practices and
the craftsmen who actually made our buildings.
But we start with the topography and layout of our community,
for it is these qualities that inform all else.

Community Form and Layout
The physical form of the town of Gladstone is firmly rooted in
its relationship with its transportation links. The Carleton Trail
was the main route from Winnipeg, by way of the busy post of
Fort Ellice, to Fort Edmonton. It had been used by fur traders
and for many decades before settlers began venture out beyond
the well-established and thriving town of Portage la Prairie. It
was at a well-used crossing of the Whitemud River, the Third
Crossing as it was called, that the settlement of Palestine was
established in 1871.

View of Gladstone around 1908
showing the intersection of the
Carleton
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Saskatchewan)

Trail with the town’s other
thoroughfares.
(Courtesy Memories of Home,
1882-1982)

When the first settlers came along the trail looking for
homesteads, it was a logical spot to establish a post office and
the beginnings of a community, for in addition to the available
fertile land, there was the assumption that the much anticipated
and promised trans-continental railway would follow the route
of the Carleton Trail. That didn’t happen. The main line took a
more southerly route, bypassing the now-thriving town, but a
branch line soon arrived in 1882 and was laid down right
through the centre of the already-established grid of streets. Its
west-northwest slant meant that some town streets like
Saskatchewan had to be modified slightly to allow for the rail,
and that to this day some of the businesses, like the Paris Café,
remain unusually close to the tracks.

The Carleton Trail is still apparent in this photograph from
1981, running from the lower right. (Courtesy Memories of
Home, 1882-1982)

Architectural History
The Gladstone Heritage Advisory Group has undertaken an
analysis of our buildings and sites through the lens of building
types. This analysis focuses on a few key considerations:
providing a general situational overview of the type (based on a
broad knowledge of the subject, provided by the heritage
consultant, Mr. Ken Storie, and Mr. David Butterfield,
Architectural Historian for Manitoba’s Historic Resources
Branch); identifying whether there are any special claims for
the whole collection (based on local, regional and provincial
context); and noting whether there are any individual sites
within the collection that merit special attention due to their
extraordinary claims. The following outline focuses the
discussions that follow:











Civic/Government
Like many other small Manitoba communities, Gladstone has
lost many of the buildings that would have been associated
with the provision of government services, or which also
symbolized this aspect of a democratic society. Thus the post
office, hospital and original town hall are all gone. But the
facility that replaced the first town hall is still standing; this
building, however, may be vacated by the town, and the
community might want to think of re-use options.

Civic/Government
Churches
Houses
Commercial Buildings
Schools
Halls and Recreational Sites and Buildings
Railway Buildings
Industrial and Manufacturing Buildings
Cemeteries/Memorials
Parks

Post Office, demolished.

Churches
Gladstone has had the typical range of Protestant faiths to serve
her spiritual needs, and the church buildings of United and
Anglican congregations still stand. Both of these buildings are
vital for the heritage continuity of the community. They
represent the spiritual basis of the people and they also define
for many the heights of architectural achievement. While they
are firmly in the traditions of small-town Manitoba church
architecture from the early 20th century, each is also a fine and
distinct expression of the forms and details that inspired earlier
generations. The interior of the All Saints church is especially
noteworthy, carried out in a sort of “Farmer’s Gothic” with
simple planks assembled to create a thrilling structural
expression of the faith.

Gladstone Baptist Church, now gone.

All Saints Anglican Church, 1905.

Schools
Gladstone, like other Manitoba towns, was once blessed with
substantial and important school buildings. The first big school
(1898) would have been a major landmark in town – tall and
large and of great architectural appeal. And even the smaller
building from 1922 would have been a recognized site.
Unfortunately both buildings have been lost, and so these
aspects of Gladstone’s educational heritage have been lost.
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Gladstone’s first big brick school was built in
1898, and destroyed by fire in 1918. Below:
Gladstone School, a six-room facility, was built in
1922 and torn down in 1973.

Halls and Recreational Sites and Buildings
The one surviving recreational building (which in many small
Manitoba communities might have also included an opera
house, cinema and dance hall) is the Elk’s Lodge, from 1928.
Another recreational site of greater public import is Williams
Park, on the north side of town. This large park borders the
Whitemud River on its north bank, on the site of the “Third
Crossing” a location that pre-dates the settlement era. The
Williams family, prominent business and civic leaders, donated
the land. The park features a cairn noting the importance of the
“Third Crossing” site, a plaque identifying the location as the
western limit of the province of Manitoba before the boundary
was moved in 1881, and a footbridge offering a shortcut to
downtown.

Elk’s Lodge, built in 1928.

View of Williams Park.

