Empress Hotel, 1908

The Empress Hotel was built by the CPR and Edward Windebank, who became the first manager, to provide

accommodation for the social elite of Winnipeg, the “better classes”. Socially prominent young ladies stayed here
because their maids refused to come out to their cottages, and the hotel provided maid service. The hotel was

located 200 feet north of the Dance Pavilion close to the beach, just south of Ash Avenue. The plans of Hooper &
Walker provided for a three story hotel, 131 feet long by 68 feet wide. Its magnificence is illustrated by a huge
dining room, smoking room, and rotunda, all with fireplaces. Its 65 bedrooms all opened onto 12 foot wide

verandas running around three sides of the building on all floors. The hotel was lighted by electricity, had hot and

cold water throughout the building, and had fire alarms on all floors. A wood frame structure, it was painted white
with green trim. The hotel was renowned for the most lavish bar in western Canada. Mr. and Mrs. Windebank put
on a concert every weekend which was the social event of the week. A bonfire on the beach provided the finale,
with young men (with banjos and mandolins) and young ladies in canoes providing a sing-song. Patrons had
exclusive access to the hotel tennis courts, bowling green, and a sailing yacht. In 1915, the CPR turned over

management of the hotel to Beach Attractions, which was already running the amusements. The hotel burned in
August of 1935.
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Government Pier and Lighthouse 1910

After years of pressure from the village, the federal government constructed a breakwater and made harbour

improvements at the mouth of Boundary Creek. Later, a lighthouse was built at the end of the pier and a shelter

was constructed on the middle of the pier. The annual Wrigley Swim used end here, having begun at the CPR Pier.
And a marina developed in the harbour.
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Rooming Houses Ca.1915

The Western Canada Fire Assurance Underwriters’ Association published a map in 1915 showing every building
in the area of Winnipeg Beach south of Boundary Creek, the area owned by the CPR. It shows three rooming

houses on Railway and Central. The Winnipeg Beach Gazette of July 27, 1934 contains ads for 15 rooming houses,

some of which also offered board. And there were other rooming houses which did not advertise, but relied upon
word-of-mouth, such as Park-A-While on Park Ave. and Linger-Longer on Grove, operated by sisters for an

exclusively Jewish clientele. Several existing heritage cottages have numbers on doors, and/or are subdivided into
small rooms, indicating that they formerly functioned as rooming houses.
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Second CPR Station 1911

By 1911, the site of the first station on the waterfront was becoming too crowded to handle the amount of traffic

that the resort was generating. The company built a larger station, shelter, water tank and six tracks to handle the
huge volume of passengers. The station was built west of Stitt Street, directly west of the pavilion. A 17 foot wide
boardwalk carried passengers to the pavilion area. For Dominion Day in 1920, 17 trains travelled to Winnipeg

Beach. About 15,000 fares were sold, and since little children travelled free, perhaps 30,000 excursionists crowded

the community that day. The CPR Winnipeg Beach line was the most profitable line in Canada during this period.
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Red Cross Convalescent Home/ Aquatic Club 1911

In August of 1910, the Winnipeg Beach Club voted to spend $5000.00 to build a clubhouse. It was built on stilts on
the south side of the harbour, across from the government pier. It was taken over during World War I for the care

of wounded soldiers. In 1936, Lieutenant-Governor W.J. Tupper officiated at its reincarnation as the Aquatic Club.
It served as a social club for a restricted membership and their guests.
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Midway Ca.1915

By 1915, Beach Attractions Limited., on behalf of the CPR, had developed an amusement area near the Pavilion. It
included a merry-go-round, moving picture theatre, billiards, shooting gallery and Dolly Stall. Later the midway

was moved to the waterfront, across from the restaurants, amusements, and businesses on the west side of Railway
Avenue, to the area previously occupied by the CPR station and rail line. Now called the Boardwalk, the midway
had a restaurant, movie theatre, Penny Pitch, Shooting Gallery, Bowling Alley, Merry-Go-Round, Bumper Cars,
Aeroplane Ride and Pony Rides. Every day the calliope, a mechanical steam organ, would begin playing to

announce the opening of the Boardwalk. Local young people had to work the concessions for up to 12 hours, at
low wages, to supplement family incomes. Unlike the summer residents, they had little time to play.
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Roller Coaster 1919

Arthur Jarvis, the man who designed largest roller coaster in the world at Coney Island, also designed the huge

Winnipeg Beach Roller Coaster for the CPR. The wooden structure cost $45,000 to build, was 3,000 feet long and 80

feet high according to the Manitoba Free Press report. It was located at the south end of the Midway or Boardwalk.
In 1924, new dips were added. It was the premier attraction partly because the wooden structure flexed as the cars
careened over dips or around corners, adding to the thrill for excitable youngsters. Due to declining business and
lack of maintenance, it closed in 1964 along with the midway and Pavilion, and all were dismantled in 1967.
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Second Pavilion 1924

Because of the dancing craze which began after the World War, the old pavilion was inadequate to handle the
crowds. Designed by a CPR architect, the new pavilion was built with a concrete foundation, and fir frame

construction. The maple floor provided 14,000 square of dancing area, with a wide promenade encircling it. Turrets
ornamented the exterior and a second floor balcony provided views of the lake. In the middle of June, 1924, 3,000
people attended the opening of the largest dance hall in Western Canada. Peavy’s Roseland Orchestra performed
for the opening. Dances were 5 cents a dance or 12 for 50 cents. Each dance lasted about two and a half minutes.
Local big bands such as those of Marsh Phimster and Don Wright, with Paul Grosney, played the Pavilion. The

Moonlight Special and the Pavilion created much of the allure and romance of Winnipeg Beach, which endured for
a generation.
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