
Convent of the Sisters of the Holy Names of 

Jesus and Mary 
St. Pierre 
 

 
 

 
 
THE CONVENT OF THE SISTERS OF 
THE HOLY NAMES OF JESUS AND 
MARY, designed in the traditional Second 
Empire style of francophone religious 
communities in Manitoba, remains a visible 
symbol of the survival of the unique Franco-
Manitoban culture. The third oldest extant 
convent in the province (built in 1900-01), 
this structure housed educational facilities 
for Grades one to ten, a girls’ boarding 
school, residences for the teaching sisters and 
a chapel. It made important contributions to 
the preservation of French culture in 
Manitoba and to the development of St-
Pierre-Jolys, where it has been a focus of 
community life for over a century. The 
convent’s designer, Joseph-Azarie Senecal, 
was a seminal figure in the spread and usage 
of French-Catholic religious architecture in 
the province. 
 

  



Goulet House 
St. Pierre 
 

 
 

 
 
The vernacular GOULET HOUSE (from 
about 1870) is a fine example of early French 
domestic architecture in Manitoba. Its Red 
River frame construction is masterfully 
exhibited in its hand-cut log walls, while its 
vertical board-and-batten siding and gambrel 
roof are typical of early Francophone 
structures. The family home, built by Moise 
Goulet, a Métis freighter who transported 
goods by Red River ox cart from the United 
States to Canada, was originally situated 
alongside trading routes near the Rat River 
and doubled as a resting place for fellow 
freighters. In 1985 it was moved to its 
current location, where it is now part of the 
St-Pierre-Jolys Museum, and restored. 
 
  



Louis Malo Pioneer Site 
St. Malo area 
 

 
 

 
 
THE LOUIS MALO PIONEER SITE is an 
important historic location for the 
community of St. Malo, and is also the site 
of one of the four large Christian crosses that 
mark the nearby landscape. This is the site 
where Louis Malo established the area’s first 
farmsite, becoming the catalyst for the 
community that bears his name. The Louis 
Malo house was located just north of the 
site. The cross at the gate to the present Jean 
Desrosier’s farm is an excellent example of 
the kind of welcoming way-finding marker 
used in many of Manitoba’s French Catholic 
communities. 
 
  



Prefontaine House 
St. Pierre 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
THE PREFONTAINE HOUSE is an 
excellent example of the kind of grand turn-
of-the-twentieth century house that recall 
the lifestyles of St. Pierre’s well-off merchant 
and political class. With its grand scale and 
impressive features (mostly from Renoir’s 
lumberyard in Carey), the house is an 
exceptional example of that kind of home. 
The house is also valued for its connection to 
its first owner, Albert Prefontaine, a noted 
politician. Mr. Prefontaine, who was born in 
St. Ephrem, Quebec, served as Reeve of the 
Municipality of Salaberry from 1892-96, was 
a leader of the provincial Conservative Party 
in the late 1910s and was elected to 
Parliament in 1903 and again in 1907 and 
1910. He was also an active member of the 
United Farmers of Manitoba. 
 
 
  



St. Malo Roman Catholic Church 
 

 
 

 
 
ST. MALO ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH is the area’s most impressive 
church building. Constructed in 1936, 
mostly with volunteer labour, the building is 
nearly a textbook example of the kind of 
architectural traditions from Quebec that 
informed so much of Manitoba’s Franco-
Manitoban church building in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 
Symbolically cruciform in plan and with tall 
elegant twin towers, the church presents a 
stately visage from its spacious site in the 
centre of St. Malo. Equally impressive is the 
church’s interior, including its elegantly 
appointed nave and sanctuary. The church 
continues to be a community landmark and 
social centre. 
 
  



Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church 
Dufrost 
 

 
 
 

 
 
THE UKRAINIAN GREEK ORTHO-
DOX CHURCH in Dufrost is the most 
visible and evocative expression of Ukrainian 
culture in the region. Built in the mid 1960s, 
the well-kept church is an excellent example 
of the type. With its tell-tale onion domes 
(called banyas), supporting towers and 
round-arched windows, the little church 
continues as a proud expression of Ukrainian 
life in the area. 
  



La Fournaise Log House 
Hwy 59 Sud 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Built in 1872, LA FOURNAISE HOUSE 
has three significant heritage values. It is one 
of the oldest extant buildings in the area, and 
thus a rare surviving connection to our 
pioneer roots. Its construction of oak logs, 
locally cut, reveals early architectural forms 
and building tech-nologies. And its 
construction by Gabriel La Fournaise, who 
married a local Cree woman, is a vital 
expression of Métis culture in the area. In 
1905 the house was bought by the Berards 
and the house was moved to the present site 
where the Berard family lived in it until 
1911. In recent times, the house was 
carefully dismantled, the logs marked, and 
then in 1978 reassembled and set it in an 
oak stand on the property. The structure 
contains its original finishes and many 
period furnishings. In addition to the log 
house, the site contains numerous other 
modest wooden structures including a shed, 
bake oven and a small structure used to 
shelter an artesian well. 
 
  



Turenne Farm Silo 
Rat River Road 
 

 
 

 
 
THE TURENNE FARM SILO, built in 
1935, is the oldest of three remaining 
wooden silos in the R.M. of De Salaberry, 
and only one of a handful of the traditional 
wooden silos that still stand in Manitoba. 
Built for Theophile Turenne and his son 
Philip, this evocative farm building was used 
to store corn, a staple in any area of dairy 
farming. Like the other De Salaberry silos, 
the Turenne structure is a very good example 
of a building technology thought to have 
been imported from Wisconsin, the 
heartland of dairy and cheese production in 
North America. In this version, called the 
Scantling type, unsheathed walls are formed 
with overlapping 4”x4” timbers that are 
about six feet on each of the eight sides and 
which soar about 40 feet high. 
 
 
 
  



Desaulnier House 
St. Pierre 
 

 
 
 

 
 
THE DESAULNIERS HOUSE is 
important for its architecture, being the best 
remaining local example of a distinct Franco-
Manitoban house type common in the 
southeastern region of the province. This 
kind of house is a slight variation on the 
popular Four-square house type found in 
many areas of Manitoba, defined by an 
uncomplicated square plan, two-storey form 
and large hipped roof. In the southeast, 
Franco-Manitobans (like Josephat 
Desaulniers, born in 1879 in Shawinigan, 
Quebec, who built this house) undertook a 
slight variation on the theme. With a slightly 
taller form and a distinctively truncated roof 
(like a widow’s walk) that usually was 
trimmed with metal cresting, these kinds of 
houses are important expressions of 
sophisticated local design sensibilities. 
  



Dotremont House 
Rat River Drive 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Built for the Prefontaine family in 1920, this 
enormous farmhouse is the most impressive 
local example recalling how sophisticated 
urban architecture could be transferred to 
farm settings with great effect. Although not 
yet ascertained, the house seems to have been 
designed by an architect. Boasting solid walls 
of buff brick and limestone finishes, the 
house also has high levels of interior 
integrity, recalling the days when the house 
was the active centre of a thriving dairy 
operation, first by the Prefontaines and then 
the Dotrements, who also farmed hogs and 
beef cattle. 
  



Honeyland Farms 
Dufrost area 
 

 
 
 

 
 
HONEYLAND FARMS (also known as the 
Pankiw Honeybee Farm), with its honey-
processing building and round bee-storage 
building (above, built by Franz Yafram in 
1936) has enormous heritage value as the site 
of one of first commercial bee-keeping 
operations in Western Canada. Inaugurated 
in 1920 by Nicholas Pankiw, a graduate of 
Wesley College and the University of 
Manitoba Agriculture School (and a lifetime 
member of the Manitoba Horticultural and 
the Manitoba Beekeepers Associations), the 
honeybee farm still contains key parts of the 
operation, including the honeybee storage 
building and honey-extracting house, where 
honey was removed on the second floor and 
flowed by gravity down to the first floor to 
settle. The facility was one of the first 
commercial honey operations to ship its 
product by rail out of Western Canada. At 
the height of production, 44 drums of honey 
were extracted daily from the farm. 
  



Sites of Heritage Interest 
 
As was noted in the Introduction to this section, the De Salaberry/St. Pierre-Jolys Heritage 
Advisory Group notes that the following 19 other buildings and sites were also assessed for their 
heritage value and should be noted. While not attaining superior claims for heritage significance, 
these places are also valued, providing interesting historic and architectural qualities that help 
define the region’s heritage.  
 

 
Providence College, Otterburne 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Providence House, Otterburne 
 

 
St. Viateur Roman Catholic Church,  
Otterburne 
 

 
Dufrost Community Hall, Dufrost 



Sites of Heritage Interest 
 

 
La Grotte Notre-Dame-de-Lourdes,  
St. Malo 
 

 
Otterburne West Cemetery, Otterburne area 

 
 

 
Charette House, La Rochelle 
 

 
Maynard House, 150 Rue St. Malo,  
St. Malo 
 

 
19 Chem Le Rang Road, St. Malo 
  



Sites of Heritage Interest 
 

   
425 Rue Joubert, St. Pierre 

 

   
Desrosiers House, St. Malo area 

 
 
 
 

 
494 Rue Sabourin, St. Pierre 
 

 
515 Rue Sabourin, St. Pierre 
 
 
 
  



Sites of Heritage Interest 
 

 
476 Rue Sabourin, St. Pierre 
 

 
Roger Dandenault Silo Rat River Drive 

 
 
 
 

 
Roger Dandenault Barn, Rat River  
Drive 
 

 
Rat River Farm, Rat River Drive 
  



Sites of Heritage Interest 
 

 
Cure Silo, St. Pierre area 

 
 
 

 
Roblin Barn, Dufrost area 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parting thoughts 
 
 

The strength of a nation is derived from the integrity of its homes. 

 
— Confucius 

 
 
 
 

A country without a past has the emptiness of a barren continent; and a city 

without old buildings is like a man without a memory. 

 
— Graeme Shankland 
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