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W

HEN JAMES WHITE, HIS WIFE MARGARET (MAGGIE), their son
Charles and daughter Ettie (aged 13 and 10 respectively), arrived in
Carberry in 1902, the town was already a thriving commercial centre.
Established in 1881 with the arrival of the Canadian Pacific Railway mainline,
Carberry was in a stage of maturity by the 1890s. It boasted a fine railway station, two
hotels, many businesses, a few manufacturing operations, a large school and a
handsome residential district.
So James White was not one of the pioneers of the community in the technical sense.
But he certainly was a local pioneer in his determination and ability, as he transformed
several manufacturing operations, and introduced new commercial ventures that helped
put Carberry on the map in the early decades of the twentieth century.
Mr. White’s first business venture—the James White Sash and Door Factory—is the
subject of this paper. This manufacturing operation was the kind that typified several
small Manitoba towns, but it turns out that the old White factory (currently used as the
Carberry Plains Museum) is now the only one left.
And so through this very tangible example we have the opportunity to delve into the
life of a fascinating man, the kind of can-do entrepreneurs who defined places like
Carberry in their formative years. And the building obviously also allows for a detailed
exploration of this important representative of the kinds of early manufacturing
operations that defined several Manitoba towns at the turn of the twentieth century.
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The Town of Carberry, ca. 1900, as it appeared when James White and his family arrived.
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CARBERRY IN 1900
Carberry was inaugurated in 1881, originally with the name of De Winton, one and
half miles east of the present townsite, and situated along the new mainline of the
Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR). That great infrastructure project would ultimately
bind the new country of Canada together with one continuous rail line in 1885. In De
Winton, senior CPR officials were apparently concerned that local CPR managers had
located the new community on land they owned, and on which they hoped to
speculate. The senior CPR officials required that a new site be selected. And so it was,
the story goes (noted in The Carberry Plains, page 122), that the new station was
moved in the middle of a spring night in 1882, by about 100 hired hands, to the present
site. A new name—Carberry—was selected to honour Carberry Tower in
Musselburgh, Scotland, the country seat of Lord Elphinstone, a director of the CPR.
Like many other small Manitoba towns that sprang up with the arrival of a railway (not
only the CPR, but later the Canadian Northern and Grand Trunk Pacific, both also with
transcontinental lines), Carberry blossomed as a regional commercial centre. It was the
strategic location for the station and all the commercial activity that flowed from that
essential service – grain elevators (along the line and ensuring easy access to markets
east and west), flour mills (local production that also ensured easy access to rail
distribution), and hotels (for stop-over traffic). And it was also the place where the
burgeoning local farming community could come for the typical wealth of goods and
services required for a sophisticated community at the turn of the century – food,
clothes, tools, implements, horse and wagon services, legal and financial services,
religious services, entertainments.
As related in two of Carberry’s local histories (The Carberry Plains and The Carberry
Plains, Century One), the first Carberry building added after the station was a general
store operated by M. Wise and A.W. Dalton, built in July. That structure was soon
joined by a post office, built by H.A. Perley, who also was the first postmaster.
Following the Wise and Dalton Store came the mercantile operations of the Lyons
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Brothers and Smith & McCall. The first residence in town was erected for Mr. M.
Wallace, who operated a furniture store.
In 1883, just a year after its formation, Carberry numbered over a hundred residents,
and by 1900 had seven grain elevators along the CPR line – a sure sign of success and
prosperity. Residential areas were laid out with wooden sidewalks and granolithic
(concrete) walks were developed in the business district. Three hotels—the Dufferin
House (burned and replaced by the Royal Alexandra, later called the Nelson and still
standing), the Royal and the Western—once serviced travelling salesmen and visitors.
Four livery stables provided services for horse-owners – that is, every family in town
and in the surrounding countryside.
In 1893 the Carberry Express noted 35 businesses – presumably including the typical
range for a community of this size: hardware, implements, groceries, blacksmiths,
barbers, butchers, harness-makers, laundries, milliners, bakeries, tailors, jewellers,
restaurants. The burgeoning community was also served by four banks: the Union
Bank of Canada, Commercial Bank of Manitoba and two private banks – of Logan and
Co. and J.H. Lyons and Co.
The pioneer stage of Carberry was considered over by 1905. Acetylene gas works
provided lighting for the business section, and Main Street was well lighted by hydrocarbon arc-lamps. Incorporation as a town came in 1905. The first town Mayor was
J.M. Eaton. Two years later the Town Hall was built, equipped with a "roomy gaol"
which occupied the entire basement.
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Carberry CPR Station.

Main Street looking north.
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West side of Main Street looking south. The major building in the middle of the image is the
Union Bank, later the Bank of Montreal.
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CARBERRY INDUSTRIES
Besides the typical commercial services that Carberry offered, it was, like many small
Manitoba communities in its formative years, also a location for several industrial and
manufacturing operations.
It was these kinds of places, which of course provided employment for local men,
which also suggested the kind of ambitious and determined nature of small
communities at this time. For in these early days, when Manitoba towns were mainly
constituted of young people—young people with big dreams—the opportunities for
wealth and fame based on exploiting local resources and local talent were there for the
taking.
The Jones Stacker and Blower was built in Dave Kerr’s shop on Toronto by Kerr and
Elias Jones – a stacker was an important labour-saving device for hay production, and
while it was in operation between 100 and 200 stackers were turned out annually.
The Carberry Machine and Manufacturing Company was incorporated in 1903, and
was located on the west side of Toronto (east of Main). Here, John Leckie repaired
steam engines and separators, and advertised the company as being the manufacturer
of the “only successful grain pickler on the market." Grain picklers, like the one
patented in 1896 by Mr R Davidson, and used by Mr. Leckie, were popular devices of
the era that soaked seed grain in chemicals to control plant disease.
In 1888 The Winnipeg Sun reported that the Carberry Flour Mill (at 4th and Selkirk)
was making shipments of flour to markets in Winnipeg, Montreal, Victoria, London,
Antwerp, Japan and China. For 20 years, until 1907, the flour mill was a Carberry
industrial mainstay. Sadly it was forced to close due to financial losses at the owners’
Montreal warehouse. The idle building was destroyed by fire in 1916.
A creamery was started in Carberry in 1897, and continued in operation off and on
until 1919.
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At least two planing mills were part of Carberry’s manufacturing infrastructure. One of
these was run by Kerr & Adams along 4th Avenue, west of Main Street, and provided
customers with the variety of millwork. A newspaper advertisement from 1911 noted
the company’s services:
SPECIAL TO FARMERS!
Are you going to Build? If so, then why not let us figure for you.
We will give you plans and all other information free of charge.
We do our own mill work, therefore at first cost, you give us size, we figure
everything for you.
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The line of seven Carberry grain elevators.
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John Leckie’s Carberry Machine and Implement Repair operation, seen in 1903.
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WOOD PLANING MILLS
The Carberry Planing Mill was an example of the kind of staple manufacturing service
that many Manitoba towns offered at the turn of the twentieth century. As communities
quickly developed, the need for lumber and other building materials led to the creation
of a whole local infrastructure of manufacturing facilities to produce building products
– lumber in particular, but also for bricks, stone, mortar, even concrete.
The wood-production part of the equation in Manitoba included huge lumber mills
operating in the parkland region, where major operations like those run by T.A.
Burrows built more than five massive factories that harvested as much good lumber as
the Duck and Porcupine Mountains could offer. And provided made-in-Manitoba
lumber (white pine and spruce mostly) for more than 25 years, mainly between 1899
and 1925. Of course the demand in places like Winnipeg, Brandon and Portage la
Prairie meant that much of the product went there for further processing in planing and
processing mills. And the demand was such that raw product from British Columbia
and Wisconsin in the United States also entered the market.
At the local level, there were often saw mills in operation, at least until rail service
provided more regular opportunity for better quality product, and for many years
planing mills were also active, producing dimensioned lumber for building framing,
and with their moulding machines the kind specialty lumber materials so necessary in
highly decorated buildings of the Victorian era: balusters, spindles, stair rails, mantels,
elaborate window and door casings, etc.
The Carberry Planing Mill was lost in a fire that destroyed the building on November
16 (a Saturday) in 1907. And so a sense of the building and its operation has been long
gone. But given so much information on similar operations it is likely that rough
lumber was cut to required sizes and planed and sanded for different products such as
flooring, moulding, siding, and specialized millwork including staircases and
cabinetry.
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