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Landmarks
Carberry’s Significant Heritage Buildings

T

HE GREAT 19TH CENTURY English writer and
historian, John Ruskin, observed about the subject of
architectural heritage:

“Old buildings are not ours. They belong to
those who built them, and partly to the
generations who are to follow us. What we

It is with this thought in mind that the Town of Carberry,
through its Municipal Heritage Advisory Committee, has
embarked on a project—in partnership with the Historic
Resources Branch of Manitoba Culture, Heritage and Tourism
(and also with the financial support of the Federal Government
through its Historic Places Initiative)—to develop a major
heritage initiative: Special Places, Carberry’s Significant
Heritage Buildings.

ourselves have built, we are at liberty to
throw down. But what other men gave their
strength, and wealth and life to accomplish,
their right over it does not pass away with
their death.

Carberry’s Special Places project (one of several underway
across Manitoba with the support of the Historic Resources
Branch and Heritage Grants Program) has been developed with
two goals in mind: to ensure that communities undertake the
kind of comprehensive inventory of sites and rigorous analysis
and assessment that allows for a selection of those few
buildings with real claims for heritage significance; and also in
order to study and explore the community’s architectural
history and by so doing to identify those physical and built
qualities that combine to make Carberry an authentically
distinct place.

T

HE TOWN OF CARBERRY has interesting and
important historical claims, both in the context of
Manitoba’s past as well as in our own regional history.

It is our fascinating historic buildings, and their memorable
physicality that continues to inform and define our identity.
These buildings and sites remind us of our origins, and
continue on a daily basis to connect us to the past but also to
the sense of purpose that defined our community from the very
start.
The Town of Carberry has several important community
architecture claims. It is the site of Manitoba’s first heritage
district designation, which has seen the protection of a stretch
of Main Street that contains—especially in its southern block—
a nearly intact presentation of a turn of the 20th century smalltown main street. Ongoing attention to sympathetic
conservation will ensure that this Carberry treasure is rendered
even more impressive over the years.
Carberry also boasts a rare concentration of church buildings
that define the three primary Protestant faiths of the late 1800s
and early 1900s – Anglican, Presbyterian and Methodist (now
United). The three churches are not only within a block of each
other (with the Anglican and United kitty-corner), providing a
nearly unparalleled opportunity to view the churches of these
“competing” faiths, they also allow visitors an opportunity to
compare three equally impressive buildings and to explore the
subtle architectural differences that define each faith. Several

other small communities in Manitoba also contain a typical
range of church buildings, but none can provide visitors with
the same concentration—or the same high level of size and
design—that Carberry offers.
Many Manitoba communities have more varied, and even more
impressive collections of Victorian- and Edwardian-era houses,
but no other place has two buildings that so effectively capture
the delight of one of the most popular architectural styles of the
early 1900s – Queen Anne. The James White House is the
bigger and more immediately impressive, but a small house on
Ottawa Street is equally charming, and utterly unique in
Manitoba in its unusual plan, form and detail.
The following exploration of our built heritage has been
organized by building type, a reasonable approach that allows
for a focused reflection on the typical experiences of daily life
in Carberry, now and 100 years ago: the domestic routine in
houses, the give and take of commerce in stores, the spiritual
refreshment found in churches. There are also sections on
structures and sites and a concluding entry that highlights
preliminary research done on Carberry’s early construction
practices and the craftsmen who actually made our buildings.
But we start with the topography and layout of our community,
for it is these qualities that inform all else.

Community Form and Layout
The town of Carberry is, like so many other Manitoba towns, a
classic railway town in its history, form and layout. But
Carberry has two interesting claims that set it apart from its
contemporaries. Like many other towns established along the
C.P.R. main line, its location was dictated by the railway, and
various scattered established businesses had to be re-located to
be closer to the line. But with Carberry the C.P.R. actually
established the town twice, moving the station when land
speculation threatened railway profits and control. And
although many towns are named after, or by, C.P.R. directors,
Carberry was likely the last town named by J.J. Hill (the
famous railroader) before he left the C.P.R. to concentrate on
his American interests.

The arrival of the C.P.R. in 1882 dictated the location of the
new town site and the lots were surveyed in a typical grid
pattern with commercial enterprises located along the street
parallel to the tracks (Fourth Avenue) and along Main Street,
which intersects near the old station site in a classic T-shaped
pattern. In Carberry’s case, it was the intersecting street that
evolved into the predominant business district: Main Street.
The town continued to develop exclusively on the north side of
the tracks, and although there was residential expansion both
west and east of Main, it was the west side that saw the most
growth and contains the largest concentration of fine older
homes. A minor but interesting aspect of Carberry’s form
involves its Main Street, or rather the back lanes of Main
Street. The irregular surfaces and colourful juxtapositions of
details makes for a picturesque destination.

Archival view of Carberry’s Main Street, ca. 1900.

Civic/Government
Many Manitoba communities contain at least one building that can
be seen to represent the theme of political life: a post office or a
library. But most places have lost many other sites once associated
with civic history: fire halls, town halls, gas works, jails. Carberry is
fortunate in this regard, for there are three extant historic buildings
that connect to this theme: the Old Town Hall, Former Post Office
and Former MTS Building. While a very modest building, the
community also contains a public washroom, one final addition to
Carberry’s civic infrastructure.
An archival view shows the Former Post Office (left) and Former MTS
Building.

Carberry’s old Fire Hall.

The Old Town Hall when it was new, in 1907.

Churches
Carberry has an impressive number of faiths represented in its
collection of church buildings (Anglican, United (former Methodist),
Presbyterian, Pentacostal and Roman Catholic). The most impressive
of these buildings, architecturally, are the three big Protestant
churches, and their location within a block of each other (in fact the
Anglican and United churches are kitty-corner) makes for a sight not
found in many other places – a reminder of the determination of even
small communities to provide their faiths with the most elaborate and
affecting expression of their beliefs.
Detail of Carberry Presbyterian Church.

Below: A view to the west, down Third Avenue from Main
Street, shows the Anglican (left) and United churches of
Carberry.

Houses
Carberry has the usual collection of residential architecture from the
late 1800s and early 1900s – many small and modest houses, and
several large and fancy near-mansions. Many of these buildings are
not appreciably different from the kind of historic housing stock that
many other southwestern towns contain. But there are two
remarkable exceptions: the James White House—whose bichromatic
brick walls and effervescent Queen Anne styling make it one of
small-town Manitoba’s most engaging homes; and a small brick
house on Ottawa Street, whose delicate and unusual form, and finely
filigreed woodwork (picked out in white) are a unique Manitoba
expression of whimsy and delight.
House on Ottawa Street, an unusual and important
James White House (also known as the Gingerbread House),

example of Queen Anne style on a small and delightful

Carberry’s most important house.

building.

Commercial Buildings
With some 40 buildings and sites protected as a designated heritage
district (Manitoba’s first), Carberry stakes a claim to having an
exceptional opportunity to present and describe a typical small-town
commercial streetscape from the turn of the 20th century. Many of the
buildings are presently in less-than-pristine condition, but it is
anticipated that these will be effectively conserved over the years. At
the same time, some of the buildings merit special attention, given
their architectural character, condition and high levels of integrity:
Butt Building, Old Bank of Montreal, Modern Bakery, Davidson
Building, Nelson Hotel and Charlie Sear Building.
Archival view of the east side of Main Street, looking north
from Third Avenue.
Archival view of the west side of Main Street, with the view dominated by the
Old Bank of Montreal in the centre.

Schools
Carberry, like other Manitoba towns, was once blessed with a
substantial and important school building. And unfortunately, as was
the case in so many other Manitoba communities, the old school was
torn down, and so this connection to the educational heritage of
Carberry has been lost.

Halls and Recreational Sites and Buildings
Certain Manitoba towns were enlivened around the turn of the 20th
century by the opportunities for after-hours fun in a local opera
house (usually actually providing vaudeville entertainment), pool
hall, cinema or dance hall. Carberry’s major claim for the expression
of this important aspect of Victorian and Edwardian era life was lost
with the demolition of Victoria Hall, a major building that once
anchored the south end of Main Street.
Archival view of Victoria Hall, once Carberry’s primary destination for fun
and frivolity.

Carberry Consolidated School, demolished.

Railway Buildings
Carberry has lost its important and impressive CPR station, and so
this vital connection to the origins of the town, and also to its very
form (standing as it did at the head of Main Street) are no longer
apparent.

Industrial Buildings
Many small Manitoba communities boasted important industrial or
manufacturing operations that were a mainstay of local economic
activity, at least for a few years. Carberry has a very notable (perhaps
now even unique) claim in this regard. For many years the
community was home to the James White Sash and Door Company,
which provided window and door products for shipment throughout
Manitoba. Mr. White’s factory building still stands, on Fourth Street
at Selkirk, now used as a museum, and should be a source of great
pride for the community.

Carberry CPR) Station, ca. 1900, demolished.

James White’s Sash and Door Factory, ca, 1904.

Memorials and Cemeteries
Like many other communities, Carberry has two notable sites
connected to memorial activity – its cemetery just to the west of
town and its war memorial, beside the Old Town Hall on Main
Street.
The Carberry Plains Cemetery is a major heritage site, not only the
final destination for so many Carberry pioneers but also an
exceptional example of Victorian-era cemetery design and
additionally with exceptional examples of gravemarker design.
The War Memorial is an affecting tribute to the many young men of
the Carberry area who gave their lives in World Wars I and II. The
unbearably long list of names engraved on the red granite base
remind us of that sacrifice. The memorial itself is also important as a
piece of design, with the military figure atop the shaft a fine example
of craftsmanship.

Gate at Carberry Plains Cemetery.
Carberry War Memorial, beside the Old Carberry Town Hall.

Building Trades in Carberry
Carberry has a unique claim in small-town Manitoba history: the
building construction industry. All Manitoba communities naturally
had local builders involved in the industry, and will be able to
highlight this important aspect of the province’s past through those
individuals and their buildings. Many communities also contained
important facilities associated with building construction—saw mills,
brick yards, quarries, lime kilns, lumber yards—and a few towns
with remnants of these kinds of operations will also be able to focus
attention via those sites. But no community today has what Carberry
has: a concentration of sites that effectively illustrate the various
aspects of the life and work of a major building contractor, James
White. The fact that White’s exquisite house, his adjacent sash and
door factory (now a museum) and several buildings whose
construction he supervised are also nearby, make this aspect of
Carberry’s heritage unparalleled.

James White’s house (also known as the Gingerbread House),
now a designated Municipal Heritage Site.

James White’s Sash and Door Factory, now the Museum.

This archival image shows James White (right, on the ramp) and his crew
during the construction in 1909 of the Presbyterian Church.

Carberry’s Heritage Sites
The following lists of buildings and sites constitutes the
Carberry Heritage Advisory Committee’s recommendations
and reminders to the community about those places that have
claims for heritage significance.
The lists enumerate two sets of historic places: first, those that
the Committee suggests could be new additions to our list of
formally designated municipal sites (only, of course if site
owners are amenable to designation); second, those that are
already formally designated (including a Provincial Heritage
Site – the Ag Society Display Building).
Most of these buildings are presented on the following pages
with an accompanying Heritage Value Statement that
elucidates that building’s key heritage attributes. Some of the
buildings in the Downtown Carberry Heritage District, which
accounts for 40 designations, and which have been protected
mostly as elements of the heritage district, have been grouped
to save space, and have been illustrated with an archival
photograph.

New Additions to the List of Significant Sites
 St. Agnes Anglican Church
 Knox Presbyterian Church
 Carberry United Church
 White’s Sash and Door Factory
 Wright Garland House
 Queen Anne-style House
Formally Designated Sites
 Ag Society Display Building (Provincial Heritage Site)
 White House (Gingerbread House)
 Old Bank of Montreal
 Old Town Hall
 Nelson Butt Building
 Modern Bakery
 Davidson Building
 Seton Centre
 Former MTS Building
 Former Carberry Post Office
 CVM Café
 Moon Apartment Building
 Carberry News-Express Building
 Kowalchuk Building
 Forbes Building
 Pharmacy Building
 Wright Building
 McCullough Building
 Former Rex Café Site
 Flower Shop
 Calvary Pentecostal Church
 Sid’s Garage
 Ray’s Diner






















The Style Shop
Switzer’s Red and White Store
Charlie Sear Building
Nelson Hotel
Murphy Block
Waters Block
Municipal Office
Royal Canadian Legion
New Bank of Montreal
HMS Insurance
Former Victoria Hall Site
Bailey Building
Public Washroom
Canada Post Office
Westoba Credit Union Building
Old Medical Block
McPhail Block
Spud City Food Mart
Drop-In Centre
Carberry Car Wash

As a collection, these buildings define many aspects and
themes from Carberry’s past, and do so through places that are
at once significant, but also often interesting and attractive.
These are places that the people of Carberry can look to with
pride. These buildings remind us of past glory, but also suggest
an enduring sense of community, and are a beacon for its
future.

Map of Carberry
This basic street map of Carberry can be co-ordinated to locate
sites noted on following pages, which are identified with street
addresses.

Old Town Hall
122 Main Street

The Old Town Hall in Carberry, a modestsized yet well-proportioned Neo-Classical
brick building, is a good illustration of the
multi-use public facilities erected in small
Manitoba centres in the early 1900s.
Together with its landscaped site, which
includes a solemn war memorial, the
structure also is a symbolic centrepiece of the
Historic Downtown Carberry heritage
district. In design the building displays
simplified classical elements: a flat,
minimally adorned roofline, a symmetrical
facade with pilasters and arched openings
and a grand formal entrance. In function the
1907 facility has evolved with municipal
government needs to remain a vital part of
its
streetscape,
for
many
years
accommodating the local jail as well as
offices and meeting space.

Former Carberry Post Office
115 Main Street

The Former Carberry Post Office (1938) is a
modest-sized masonry structure that
otherwise holds a prominent place in
Historic Downtown Carberry, because of its
locally rare Art Deco architecture and high
public use, first as a post office and now as a
regional library. The building’s solid form,
sharply defined geometric lines, fine brick
and limestone facades and limited low-relief
ornament aptly reflect the simplicity and
functionalism of the interwar Modern
movement and of the standardized aesthetics
then applied to federal government facilities
in small urban centres. Subsequent
expansion and modifications of a complementary nature have enabled the building to
retain a number of its early features as well as
its role as a community symbol and focal
point.

Former MTS Building
121 Main Street

The Former MTS (Manitoba Telephone
System) Building (also known as the Henry
Carroll Law Office), a tidy building in an
eye-catching Spanish Colonial Revival style,
is a fine representation of the modest-sized
exchanges erected by Manitoba Government
Telephones in small rural centres in the early
1940s. Based on a standard design also
applied to other exchanges throughout
Manitoba,
the
1941
structure
is
distinguished by its well-defined rectilinear
form, many windows and contrasting
finishes of light-coloured stucco, red tile and
red brick. Its presence recalls the preautomatic era of telephone technology when
human operators were essential to daily
communications in their communities,
working switching equipment that made
local and long-distance calling possible. Still
in office use, this facility is a bright and
familiar fixture in Carberry’s business
district, a designated historic area.

Ag Society Display Building
Carberry Fair Grounds

The Carberry Agricultural Society Display
Building (1893), the oldest of its kind in
Manitoba, is an excellent example of the
type of permanent utilitarian structures
erected for agricultural fairs that were often
instituted in prairie communities soon after
settlement. The octagonal form, introduced
in the United States for agricultural
buildings in the 1840s, provides a well-lit,
accessible and efficient display area. The
Carberry facility, which is still used for
annual fairs, expresses its wood-frame
construction in an uncomplicated manner,
with minimal details and finishes save for an
ornate, hand-carved interior wood display
stand that spans the structure’s two levels.

St. Agnes Anglican Church
Third and Selkirk

ST. AGNES ANGLICAN CHURCH is one
of Carberry’s three impressive brick
churches, all situated in a sort of
ecclesiastical precinct just west of Main
Street. St. Agnes, like the others, is a
handsome and dignified building, reflective
of the Anglo-Ontario cultural roots of its
original congregation. Carefully maintained
over its more than 100 years—it was built in
1903 under the direction of noted local
contractor James White—the church is a
excellent example of the architectural
traditions that defined most ambitious smalltown church building of the day. With a
striking corner tower, steep roof, and wealth
of pointed arches employed in windows,
doors and in the bell tower, the building is a
textbook example of the type. Inside, the
church is also a glory, with much coloured
glass (in muted pinks and purples) and finely
crafted wooden features and details.

Knox Presbyterian Church
211 Main Street

Knox Presbyterian Church (1909) is a
striking building, an excellent example of
Protestant Gothic Revival architecture, and a
proud expression of the congregation’s
Anglo-Ontarian roots. A fine design, with an
elegant bell tower; impressive brickwork—
especially in the detail work in the labels
over windows—the use of pinnacles with
finials on the tower, the church exhibits high
levels of physical integrity. Knox
Presbyterian is also part of an ecclesiastical
precinct, with the nearby United and
Anglican churches, all sharing the same
cultural
traditions
and
architectural
character.

Carberry United Church
608 Third Avenue

Built in 1903 under the direction of noted
local contractor James White, Carberry
United Church is an excellent example of
Protestant Gothic design, and a powerful
reminder of the cultural roots of its original
Anglo-Ontarian Methodist congregation.
Carberry United is part of an ecclesiastical
precinct, with the nearby Anglican and
Presbyterian churches, all exhibiting the
same traditions and character, with this
building the most architecturally ambitious
of the three. Following a design prepared for
Wesley Methodist in Winnipeg, this church
has a complex floor plan, with a tall spire
above the main entrance and smaller towers
with steeples marking the two side doors.
The exterior walls are exceptional renditions
in brick, with rounded arches; labels and
other interesting details. The interior is also
fine, with high levels of physical integrity.

Calvary Pentecostal Church
141 Main Street

Calvary Pentecostal Church (1942), crisp
and understated in its modern styling and
vertical proportions, stands on Carberry’s
Main Street as a stalwart expression of its
congregation’s commitment to establish a
permanent place of worship and community
resource. The facility, built with much
volunteer labour during the congregation’s
formative years, reflects the reserved
architectural traditions associated with the
Pentecostal faith. In scale, materials and
minimal Gothic and Romanesque detailing,
including a modest entrance tower, the
building, now converted to commercial use,
also complements its eclectic streetscape of
business and institutional structures of
various ages, types and designs in the
Historic Downtown Carberry Heritage
District.

Whites Sash and Door Factory
520 Fourth

James White’s Sash and Door Factory, built
in 1900, is a rare and important Manitoba
building. The structure (now used as a
museum), recalls the kind of manufacturing
facility that operated in many small urban
centres in Manitoba in the early decades of
the 20th century, when a building boom
required local production of materials, in
this case doors and windows. James White’s
building contracting business flourished in
these decades, and this building is just part
of his legacy, which includes his adjacent
house, Carberry’s big churches and many
other buildings throughout the town and in
nearby communities as well. The Sash and
Door Factory is also a good example of the
kind of architectural expression typical of
this type of building – Romanesque Revival.
With its solid proportions, round-arched
windows and expressive use of brick, the
building sums up the keys qualities of that
style.

White House (Gingerbread House)
510 Fourth Avenue

The White House (ca. 1900), a large,
elaborately decorated structure, is an
excellent example of a stately small-town
residence from the turn of the twentieth
century. Its Queen Anne Revival styling and
careful craftsmanship reflect the Ontario
heritage of its original occupant, contractor
James White, a prominent figure in
Carberry’s early development. His company
erected several of the town’s noteworthy
buildings, including his own sash and door
factory next to the house, three nearby
churches and a large business block. White’s
graceful home, with its generous
proportions, expansive verandah, integrated
second-floor balcony and expressive wood
and brick detailing, all set on a groomed
yard, is a key part of the town’s architectural
heritage.

Queen Anne-style House
Ottawa Avenue

This special little house on Ottawa Avenue is
treasured for its architectural character. An
exquisite Queen Anne-style building; the
house is a visual delight: dainty, elegant and
enriched with exquisite wooden features and
details, picked out in white against the red
brick of the walls. An example of the kind of
small buildings erected for Carberry’s middle
class at the turn of the 20th century (this one
ca. 1905), this house is very different than
any others of that type, and still maintains
fairly good levels of physical integrity
throughout its exterior.

Wright Garland House
Lisgar Street

This tidy house on Lisgar Street is a good
example of the kind of modest residential
building available for middle-class Carberry
families in the early 20th century. In this
case the 1910 Wright Garland House also
expresses an architectural character and a
construction material that were both new
and popular throughout Manitoba at the
time. A version of a cottage or bungalow,
with single storey form and shallow roof
with dormers, the house is amply lit and
carefully planned inside. The walls are of
concrete block, in this case highly patterned
so as to suggest a rugged stone wall.

Old Bank of Montreal
33 Main Street

The Old Bank of Montreal (1902) is
Carberry’s most important building, a
landmark and visible manifestation of local
pride, and also the most architecturally
impressive building from the community’s
pioneering period. As a Bank of Montreal
(originally built as a Union Bank), the
building also holds an important place in the
history of Manitoba bank buildings – the
Carberry enterprise being the largest and
most ambitious in its architecture and
functions of any bank building constructed
in Manitoba’s small urban centres. Where
other bank operations provided smaller
communities with standardized Classical
temple fronts carried out in wood, or small
but interesting masonry renderings, in
Carberry the Union Bank commissioned
from Winnipeg architect George Browne a
dramatic, even innovative program, that
brought together an array of functions
within a major building with a complex,
appealing external character and a wellappointed,
technologically
up-to-date
interior.

Nelson Butt Building
31 Main Street

The Nelson Butt Building (ca. 1896, right in
this image), a compact storefront facility that
retains much of its exterior main-street
character, recalls an important and early
stage of Carberry’s business development.
Built for Joseph R. Thompson and
accommodating numerous commercial
enter-prises over the years, including law
offices, a bank and butcher shop, this
building for several decades was the jewellery
store of Nelson J. Butt (1946 to 1992). The
building is also noted for its rich red brick
construction and detailing, which remains as
an example of the many brick structures in
Carberry today. Recently acquired as a
residence and shop, and situated next to the
Bank of Montreal and other brick structures
erected during the period, the modest
building maintains the unique heritage
character of Carberry’s main street.

Modern Bakery
42 Main Street

The Modern Bakery (ca. 1895), a wellproportioned Romanesque Revival structure
situated in the midst of an impressive
collection of its contemporaries, is a fine
example of a pre-1900 brick business block
that still performs yeoman’s service in
Historic Downtown Carberry. The building
displays the essence of its early aesthetics,
most evident in the intricately detailed
brickwork of its upper facade and in its wide
single storefront. In function this facility also
maintains a central role in the town’s
business and social life, having housed for
many decades a bakery and cafe operated by
the prominent John Crich and Dick Appel
families, among others.

Davidson Building
Main Street

The Davidson Building (ca. 1885) is one of
Carberry’s largest and oldest commercial
landmarks, advantageously situated at a
major intersection in Historic Downtown
Carberry, and visually and physically
prominent because of its bold brick
proportions and expressive Romanesque
Revival features. The expansive two-part
complex, which incorporates a one-storey
former garage and movie theatre, also is a
functional hub that has adaptively housed
the goods, services and residential uses vital
to life in small prairie centres. Among its
occupants have been pioneer merchants,
implement dealers, butchers, rental meat
lockers, a World War II service club for
personnel stationed at a nearby flying school,
and, in recent decades, one of the town’s
major grocery stores.

Seton Centre
116 Main Street

The compact A.E. Gardiner Building (ca.
1915), also known as the Seton Centre, is a
fine example of concrete block construction,
a method popular in Manitoba up to World
War I. The sturdy false-fronted structure,
built by Frank Thompson of Austin, is an
appropriate and creative use of the
technology. Its durable blocks, formed on
site using one of a variety of available
moulds, feature a floral pattern still crisply
defined today. One of the building’s early
occupants, A.E. Gardiner, operated a harness
repair shop from the site for 48 years.

CVM Café
24 Main Street

The C.V.M. Cafe, a modest mixed-use brick
structure adapted to serve for more than a
half-century as a local eatery in Carberry,
represents the kind of unpretentious dining
facilities that are synonymous with many
small-town main streets. The highly visible
building also complements and supports one
end of an intact row of pre-1900 commercial
facilities that help define Carberry’s
historically designated business district. The
cafe, established in the 1940s by, and named
after, A.R. Calvert, W.H. Vopni and M.P.
Menlove, began as a conventional westernstyle outlet, complete with a formal secondfloor dining room. It later became a Chinese
restaurant and coffee shop operated by the
Kwan Yuen family, members of a longstanding line of local confectioners and
restaurateurs. The Yuen’s operation of the
C.V.M. recalls an important Prairie
tradition: the small-town Chinese restaurant.
Nearly every small urban centre in Manitoba
boasted a Chinese restaurant (and many still
do), a source of mildly exotic food in an
otherwise conventional North American
market of dining-out cuisine.

Moon Apartment Building
Main Street

The sturdy Moon Apartments, solid in its
brick construction, modest in its aesthetics
and capable of multiple uses, is a dignified
example of a two-part commercial building
that has provided much needed retail, office
and residential space since the early
development of Carberry’s business district.
The
structure’s
well-lit
main-floor
storefronts, upper-storey Classical features
and continuity of functions convey a distinct
sense of time and place. Because of its wide
frontage, the block also has a vital role in
maintaining the integrity of its streetscape,
an intact section of the designated Historic
Downtown Carberry district that contains
several buildings of similar age, height,
alignment and construction.

Carberry News-Express Building
34 Main Street

The Carberry News Express Building, two
brick structures unified on the exterior by
brick detailing, is valued for the continuity it
provides to the street edge which is occupied
by several designated heritage buildings of
similar scale and character. Of typical brick
construction and straightforward design,
featuring corbelled brickwork and drip
mouldings, the modest structure is part of a
continuous row of brick buildings from the
late 1890s that represent an important era in
the town’s development as an agricultural
hub. The two-storey structure, an early bank
building, and the one-storey structure, a
long-time pool hall and barber shop, also
recall an important aspect of the
community’s business and social life. Now
occupied by the Carberry News Express and
opened into one large space for its printing
operation, the solid structure remains
integral to the town’s historic business street.

Wright Building
46 Main Street

The Wright Building (third from the right
in this archival image), an unassuming twopart block that has served assorted business
and residential needs in Carberry for more
than a century, also is significant because of
its contribution to the integrity of a densely
developed streetscape in the town’s
designated heritage district. The building is
physically integrated with the structure on its
south side through a shared party wall and
second-floor entrance, staircase and hallway.
It also supports the continuous built edge of
the streetscape and is compatible in scale,
materials and use with its neighbours in
Historic Downtown Carberry.

Kowalchuk Building
38 Main Street

The Kowalchuk Building is an appealing red
brick structure that reflects the exuberance of
the era in which it was built and also relates
visually and historically to Carberry’s
primary business thoroughfare. Through its
upper brick finishes and fine detailing, welllit storefront and continuing commercial
use, the building retains much of its mainstreet character. It also is important as a midrow member of a densely developed series of
mixed-use facilities of similar age, scale,
construction and alignment in Historic
Downtown Carberry, a designated district.

Charlie Sear Building
19 Main Street

The Charlie Sear Building (1903-05), one of
largest early landmarks in the designated
Historic Downtown Carberry district, is an
imposing special-purpose structure designed
to distribute and service farm machinery,
vehicles and other equipment for the town
and surrounding agricultural community.
The substantial Romanesque Revival-style
brick building, with its round-arched
openings and exquisite corbelled and arcaded
cornice-parapet, is especially noted for its
rare main-floor plan, divided into two
sections, the south side of which is raised
and equipped with an internal rear ramp to
the basement garage. Built and owned for a
period by local entrepreneur James White,
the facility is well situated near the Canadian
Pacific Railway line and with lane or street
access on three sides. These advantages have
enhanced its prominence, as has its longstanding association with machinery, fuel
and hardware outlets and service garages
operated by the White and Charles A. Sear
families.

Nelson Hotel
9 Main Street

The Nelson Hotel (1909) is a conspicuous
southern anchor in the Historic Downtown
Carberry heritage district and a rare
juxtaposed example of how Manitoba’s
hospitality trade evolved in the 1900s in
response to a changing marketplace. The
complex’s unpretentious hotel, set on a
strategic corner site across from the
Canadian Pacific Railway tracks (and once to
the railway’s station, which has since been
demolished), recalls the time when hostelries
were essential assets in small communities,
offering modest short-term lodgings and
food and bar services to travellers, itinerant
workers and others. The motel, also of
practical design and construction, and with
side-by-side units conveniently placed at
grade around surface parking, represents the
trade’s mid-century answer to a major shift
in business and personal travel from trains to
motorized vehicles.

Forbes Building
40 Main Street

The modest-sized Forbes Building (in the
centre of this archival photograph) is an
important part of a rare collection of latenineteenth-century commercial structures in
Historic Downtown Carberry, a designated
heritage district. The enduring building
complements its neighbours in type, scale,
construction materials and spatial layout,
and is a critical element in maintaining the
physical and functional continuity of its
streetscape. Its association with two longterm occupants, J.B. Davey and Son
(Funeral Directors) and Carberry RadioElectric, also recalls an extended period of
the town’s business development.

Rays Diner, The Style Shop, Switzers
Red and White Store
41 Main Street

Ray’s Diner (right in photograph), The Style
Shop (centre) and Switzer’s red and White
Store (left) are typical examples of the kind
of modest but effective storefront facilities
erected in the early twentieth century on
Carberry’s Main Street, and represent the
type of small merchandising shops
established in many small service centres
during the period. The buildings exhibit all
the hallmarks of its type, with large
storefront openings and recessed entrances.
Given their basic utilitarian form and
adaptable interior, so typical of the type, the
buildings naturally have provided space for
dozens of Carberry businesses over the years:
in Ray’s, R.H. Lindsay (auctioneer), A.J.
Knuckey (barber), T.D. Stickle (grocer) and
Cliff Addison (hardware); in The Style Shop,
Jones and Dundas (merchants), Mrs. English
(milliner), Webb and Green (bakers), T.D.
Stickle (grocer) and Lee Low (restaurant);
and in Switzer’s, Joseph and Mary
Aikenhead (implement dealers), Dingle and
Mason (butchers), George Henderson
(grocer) and Roy McCaw (furniture dealer).

Flower Shop
110 Main Street

The Flower Shop (ca. 1902) is a
straightforward business outlet that for more
than a century has been one of the smallscale mainstays of Carberry’s town centre,
quietly contributing to the area’s continuity
as an active commercial and designated
heritage district. Built of local brick and with
large storefront windows, the store, situated
near a key intersection, expresses its purpose
in a direct, unassuming manner. It also has
adapted over the years to the needs of
various retail and office occupants, notably
the Bell Telephone Co. (1906-08),
Manitoba Government Telephones (190839) and, since 1980, florists.

Sids Garage
135 Main Street

Sid’s Garage is a good example of the kind of
commercial operations that sprang up in
Manitoba after World War II to serve a new
and exciting aspect of North American life –
the automobile-driving public. The need for
gasoline, as well as inevitable automobile
repairs, lead to the erection of hundreds of
these kinds of buildings across the province.
Sid’s Garage is a typical example of the type,
with its long, low-slung one-storey form,
large doors for automobile access on one
side, and large display windows on the
opposite side. Recently acquired and adapted
for use as an antique shop, the building
contributes to the unique heritage character
of Carberry’s main street.

Pharmacy Building
44 Main Street

The Pharmacy Building (to the left of the
centre of this archival photograph), a
serviceable two-part commercial facility
physically integrated with the building on its
north side, is one of the mainstays in a long
contiguous row of early mixed-use structures
that forms a defining streetscape in Historic
Downtown Carberry, a designated heritage
district. The facility is practical in its exterior
aesthetics and contains some fine interior
wood appointments. It also represents
important functional continuity, having
accommodated for most of its existence a
succession of doctors, dentists and druggists
who have provided vital professional services
to the town and surrounding agricultural
community.

Royal Canadian Legion
25 Main Street

The Royal Canadian Legion, an adaptable
two-building complex behind a unitary
facade, is part of an important collection of
functional
turn-of-the-twentieth-century
commercial facilities in Historic Downtown
Carberry, a designated district. In scale,
construction and history of occupancy, the
complex is representative of the type of
sturdy yet modest brick structures expected
to perform multiple roles over many decades
in towns and villages across southern
Manitoba. The complex also physically
supports the continuity of a heritage
streetscape filled with business buildings of
similar age and character and situated in
proximity to the Canadian Pacific Railway
line that spurred Carberry’s development as
an agricultural, transportation and, later,
military training hub. Since the mid-1950s
when its conversion to a legion branch
began, the complex has served a key social
role in the community, providing
comfortable, conveniently located space for
public and private events, informal
gatherings and recreation.

Murphy Block
29 Main Street

The Murphy Block, a solid, serviceable
building, is one of Carberry’s oldest business
facilities, noted especially for the integrity of
its early wood-and-glass storefront, a simple
representation of a once-common type of
commercial design, and for its association
with some of the town’s pioneer
entrepreneurs. The modest-sized brick block,
one of two adjacent outlets complementary
in type, form and original exterior finishes
built prior to 1900 by merchant Joseph R.
Thompson, occupies a vital mid-row site on
a signature streetscape in the designated
Historic Downtown Carberry district.
Through a succession of owners and
occupants, including prominent Manitoba
grain and livestock dealer G.B. Murphy,
retailer and rancher W.G. Murphy and
hardware merchants Richard Wilkie and
Errol Berry, the structure has remained a
local fixture, serving as a source of essential
goods and services for the town and
surrounding agricultural community.

Waters Block
125 Main Street

The unpretentious Waters Block, a two-part
brick structure of substantial rectilinear
proportions and spacious main-floor
storefronts, is representative of the kind of
practical mixed-use business properties
established in Carberry in the early 1900s
and modified over time to accommodate a
variety of occupants. The workaday
building, adapted for use by farm implement
and car dealers, hardware merchants, clubs,
residential tenants and assorted shops and
services, contributes an image of durability
and functionality to its eclectic streetscape of
commercial and institutional buildings in
Historic Downtown Carberry, a designated
heritage district.

McCullough Building
48 Main Street

The McCullough Building (on the left in
this old photograph, with the white trim), is
a one-storey facility, altered in recent years to
maintain its structural integrity. The
building occupies a highly visible site at the
north end of a continuous row of its
contemporaries, all erected after a
devastating 1896 fire. Long associated with
family-owned grocery and meat stores, the
building typifies in function as well as form
the durable, adaptable storefronts that for
many decades have been the backbone of
established prairie business centres, offering
accommodations to the shops and services
that sustain local economies.

Public Washroom
Main Street

The Carberry Public Washroom,, a tidy,
utilitarian building that replaced the salt-box
roofed building seen in this archival
photograph, is a vital public service. Once
located on the opposite side of Main Street,
and beside the Old Town Hall, the facility
was relocated to its current situation beside
the Carberry Public Library, where it
continues to serve its important public
function.

Various Buildings and Sites

Several other buildings in Historic
Downtown Carberry are valued for their
physical contributions to the character of the
district,
significant
historically
and
architecturally as a rare remaining Manitoba
example, mostly intact, of the kind of
streetscape
that
defined
small-town
commercial cores from the turn of the 20th
century. These buildings reflect important
qualities and characteristics that define the
whole district, like ongoing commercial use
and fenestration patterns.














Spud City Food Mart
Drop-In Centre
Carberry Car Wash
Former Rex Café Site
Municipal Office
New Bank of Montreal
HMS Insurance
Former Victoria Hall Site
Bailey Building
Canada Post Office
Westoba Credit Union Building
Old Medical Block
McPhail Block

Parting thoughts
The strength of a nation is derived from the integrity of its homes.
— Confucius

A country without a past has the emptiness of a barren continent; and a city
without old buildings is like a man without a memory.
— Graeme Shankland

