Views and details of
three of Boissevain’s
grand old houses.

Two more impressive Boissevain houses.

Boissevain’s Heritage Sites
The following list of 11 buildings constitutes the Boissevain
Heritage Advisory Group’s recommendations to the
community about those places that have major claims for local
heritage significance. Each building listed below is also
presented on the following pages, with an accompanying
Heritage Value Statement that elucidates that building’s key
heritage attributes. A map of Boissevain has been included for
reference.












St. Paul’s United Church
Elliot House
Town Hall
St Matthew’s Anglican Church
Halladay House
Land Titles Office
Former Post Office
Joyce House
Large Stone House
Dr. Shaffner House
Welch Block

As a collection, these 11 buildings, and the additional five for
further study, define many aspects and themes from
Boissevain’s past, and do so through places that are at once
significant, but also often interesting and attractive. These are
places that the people of Boissevain can look to with pride.
These buildings remind us of past glory, but also suggest an
enduring sense of community, and are a beacon for its future.

The Heritage Advisory Group also noted a collection of five
other buildings that should be identified for the record as Sites
of Heritage Interest:






St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church
Hettle House
Dow House
Krocker House
Nicholson House

Town of Boissevain Map













St. Paul’s United Church, 590 Johnson
Elliot House, Drucker & Stephen
Town Hall, Cook
St Matthew’s Anglican Church, Stephens
Halladay House, 710 Broadway
Land Titles Office, North Railway
Former Post Office, 400 South Railway
Joyce House, 542 Broadway
Large Stone House, 529 Broadway
Dr. Shaffner House, 544 Cook
Welch Block, 410 South Railway







St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 588 Cook
Hettle House, 653 Stephen
Dow House, 721 Mill
Krocker House, Johnson
Nicholson House

St. Pauls United Church
590 Johnson Street

ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH,
originally a Methodist facility, is one of
Manitoba’s foremost examples of fieldstone
construction and a fine expression of the
substantial
church-building
traditions
established by Methodist congregations in
southwestern Manitoba in the late 19th
century. Designed by Winnipeg architect
Edward Lowery, and built by Mr. Johnson,
the church exemplifies the Gothic Revival
style, one of the most enduring and
influential architectural movements of the
period. Its interior also is noted for its
excellent auditorium plan. The well-built
and largely unaltered structure, which was
erected by volunteers using mainly local
materials, is still used for regular services and
is a landmark within Boissevain’s historic
streetscape.

Elliot House
Corner of Ducker and Stephen

The ELLIOT HOUSE is a significant
example of residential architecture. Built in
1895 for the J.T. Elliot family, the house is a
now-rare and impressively intact example of
the kind of abode that provided stylish
comfort for a small family in the late 19th
century. Carried out in the then-popular
Second Empire style, defined here by the
mansard roof and tall dormer windows, the
house also exhibits exquisite stonework, an
attribute that once defined many other
Boissevain houses. That so much of the
exterior materials, features and details
(including wooden roof shingles) are intact is
also of note, strong reminders of the
craftsmanship once apparent in many
Boissevain buildings. Besides its connection
to original owner J.T. Elliot, a liveryman and
auctioneer, the house has also been owned
by William Gordon (a Scottish settler who
established a furniture business in town) and
Mrs. Ellen Knittel of the Queen’s Hotel.

Town Hall
Cook Street

The impressive BOISSEVAIN TOWN
HALL is a well-maintained example of a
community venture conceived and realized
as a growing town set its course for the
future in rural Manitoba’s pre-World War I
boom. Its ambitious design served the
purposes of the day while exhibiting
confidence in the future. Its generous
dimensions allowed for use as a fire hall,
courtroom, jail and civic offices while
providing an upper-floor public hall of a
style that only more affluent communities
could afford. The highly visible structure
features distinctive second-floor windows
and decorative stone- and brickwork and
leans on elements of Classical Revival styling
with its pediment pilasters, shallow front
pavilion and formal entrance.

St Matthews Anglican Church
Stephens Street

ST.
MATTHEW’S
ANGLICAN
CHURCH is one of Boissevain’s three
historic churches, a handsome and dignified
building, and also an important reflection of
the Anglo-Ontario cultural roots of its
original congregation. Carefully maintained
over its more than 100 years—it was built in
1889-90—the church is an excellent
example of the architectural traditions that
defined most ambitious small-town church
building of the day – Gothic Revival. With
its rugged and evocative stone walls, delicate
steeple, steep roof and wealth of pointed
arches employed in windows and doors, the
building is a textbook example of the type.
Inside, the church is also a glory, with much
coloured glass and finely crafted wooden
features and details still intact.

Halladay House
710 Broadway

The HALLADAY HOUSE is a powerful
architectural expression recalling the kind of
ambitions that could be realized once a
community like Boissevain had attained a
level of economic security in the last decade
of the 19th century. Built in 1897, the house
was commissioned by Benjamin Halladay, a
farmer and later insurance salesman, and
even at the time must have been seen as one
the community’s mansions. Large, and with
fine brick walls, variety of shapes of window
openings and wealth of stone, the house is an
exceptional example of the Queen Anne style
(the most popular and sophisticated
domestic architecture of the day). With its
high levels of physical integrity, it is also a
clear expression of the high levels of
craftsmanship from Boissevain’s builders.
For many in the community the house also
has important connections to Lily Gertrude
Halladay (1890-1969), a Nursing Sister who
served overseas in World War I; and who
operated a “nursing home” for expectant
mothers from this house.

